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A special sire 
Is emerging in 
Maryland- 


On August 29, Mosler's 
son Depository defeated a 
strong MSW field at Laurel 
to win at a mile, on a sloppy 
track, by 7 lengths. 

Three weeks earlier, Mosler's 
son Heir Port debuted at 
Monmouth in а 6-furlong sprint, 
and burst from last-to-first to win 
by 4 %-lengths. Both winners are 
pointing for the Oct. 24 $100,000 
Maryland Million Nursery. 

Some 70 more 2-year-olds 
by Mosler await their debuts. 

Be sure to see 10 of his 
yearlings at the Oct. 5-6 Fasig- 
Tipton Midlantic Fall sale. 





Jim McCue 





The Moslers show an uncanny 
likeness to their sire, shown below 
winning the $100,000 Laurel Dash. 


Equi-Photo, Inc. 


Jim McCue 
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MIDLANTIG FALL YEARLING SALE 
ASK THE FOLLOWING CONSIGNERS TO SEE THEIR 





YEARLINGS IF YOU WANT TO 





FOR WINS AT 
MID-ATLANTIC TRACKS 


( NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD, WV, & VA ) 





AUDLEY FARM EQUINE HARRY L. LANDRY BLOODSTOCK 
BACK CREEK FARM LADY OLIVIA AT NORTHCLIFF 
BECKY DAVIS LARRY DIXON 

BILL REIGHTLER MARSHALL W. SILVERMAN 
BLAKE-ALBINA THOROUGHBRED SERVICES NORTHVIEW STALLION STATION 
CORNER FARM AND JOHN BEHRENDT ROYAL BLOODSTOCK 

GRACIE BLOODSTOCK SALLY THOMAS 

CREENMOUNT FARM VINERY SALES AGENT 


WYNOAKS FARM 


VISIT VABRED.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION 





Ica 
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Track photographer Jim McCue was in the right place at the right time for a rainbow over Laurel Park in September. 


Like no other, Maryland Million marks 35th year 


The 2020 version of the Maryland Thoroughbred industry's signature day this month 
will look a bit different. No tents, по face-painters, no entertained sponsors or impressed 
legislators will be on hand, but the show goes on at Laurel Park. Conversations with some 
patticipants put it all in perspective. By Joe and Sean Clancy. Page 16 


Wet Your Whistle, the comeback kid 


A fractured knee ended Wet Your Whistle's 2019 campaign, and some novel thinking (and 
no surgery) put him back on the track—and sent him to a stakes win—for David Palmer 
and Mike Trombetta in 2020. By Sara Gordon. Page 26 


Free mare turns into stakes-winning filly 


Pennsylvania breeder/owner/trainer Lizzie Merryman listened to her friend Kim Brette 
and took a free broodmare in Zeezee Zoomzoom. Her first foal, Caravel, is a stakes winner. 


By Joe Clancy. Page 30 





Rashaan wins Spa's Turf Writers 


Racing at Saratoga, the one almost normal thing about the 
2020 steeplechase season, comes to a close with Grade 1 win 
by Rashaan as Snap Decision and Iranistan complete doubles 
at the meet. By Tom Law and Joe Clancy. Page 36 


limes 


Cover: A painting by James Crow of champion Safely Kept, who won three Maryland Million races early on, 


captures the spirit of the event which runs for the 35th time this year. 
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NOVEMBER 6 & 7 


BREEDERS 


KEENELAND 


Nothing demonstrates {Пе quality of your horse like а Breeders’ Сир nomination. Your investment 


today puts you in the running for over $31 million in prizes and awards each year. 


Breeders’ Cup Win & You’re In Challenge Series - 85 races, 11 countries 


Over $5 million in free entry fees. 


DEADLINES 
Early Horse of Racing Age Deadline: July 15 
Early Foal Nomination Deadline: August 1 
Standard Foal Nomination Deadline: October 15 
Late Foal Nomination Deadline: December 15 
Stallion Nomination Deadline: December 15 
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BREEDERS’ CUP 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 


14 Championship Races 
$31 Million in Purses and Awards 


Nov. 6-7, 2020 ° Keeneland, KY 
Nov. 5-6, 2021 • Del Mar Thoroughbred Club, CA 
Nov. 4-5, 2022 e Keeneland, KY 
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LS MARYLAND-BRED 
2 RACE FUND 
MARYLAND-BRED STAKES SCHEDULE 


December 5, 2020 
$100,000 MARYLAND JUVENILE FUTURITY 2YO, 7 Furlongs 


$100,000 MARYLAND JUVENILE FILLY 2YO, Fillies, 7 Furlongs 





Again! A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY for MD-BRED/MARYLAND-SIRED 


9500, 000 PREAKNESS BONUS. 


To a Maryland-Bred/Sired winner of the Preakness: 









To a Maryland-Bred (not sired) winner of the Preakness: 


To a Maryland-Sired (not bred) winner of the Preakness: 


e Finishing second would receive 20% of bonus 


Finishing third would receive 1096 of bonus 
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THE OFFICIAL APP OF THE 
LAUREL PARK MARYLAND JOCKEY CLUB AT LAUREL PARK 
ër SSES 


$10 CREDIT + $500 BONUS 
PROMOCODE: SPORTOFKINGS 


My Bet) ненац —> А ASSISTED HANDICAPPING 


“а шш" —— ВЕТ 300+ TRACKS VISIT 1STCOM/BET = 
— -— — 5 LIVE HD VIDEO + REPLAYS 


CROUCHELLI 


J: Taylor Hole T: Robert Vukelic 





"GET A 10% REBATE WHEN YOU BET THE MARYLAND MILLION AT LAUREL PARK WITH XPRESSBET 
ОК 1/5Т ВЕТ. ALL REBATES WILL BE DEPOSITED BY TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27TH - 6PM EST. 


$2 Win: $198.00 
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Editorial by Joe Clancy 
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Ratings system 
worth a look 
for flat racing 


ne day this winter, in between cov- 

ering races at Laurel Park, [ got a 

phone call from Georganne Hale. 
Could I come to the office of track presi- 
dent Sal Sinatra? It felt a little like getting 
summoned to the principal’s office, and 
my first reaction was to wonder if Pd writ- 
ten something Sinatra didn’t appreciate. 

This isn’t exactly muckraking journal- 
ism, so that thought quickly receded and 
disappeared completely when I sat down 
in Sinatra’s office. 

“How does that ratings system work in 
steeplechasing?" he asked. “Га like to con- 
sider doing something like that here, but I 
need to know more about it.” 

So I explained the basics. Three handi- 
cappers—I’m one-—assign a rating number 
to each active horse on the circuit, and we 
average those numbers to get an official 
rating. Then racing secretary Bill Gallo 
writes races based on those numbers and 
groupings of horses. The condition might 
be, “a handicap hurdle for horses rated 120 
and below.” Weights are assigned based on 
the ratings, so the highest-rated entry car- 
пез 158 pounds (scale weight for an older 
horse) and others slot in underneath based 
on their numbers where one ratings point 
equates to one pound. The bottom weight 
is usually 140. 

There are other nuances—maiden win- 
ners get automatic ratings for one start, 
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imports use the ratings from their home 
countries for one start, 4-year-olds and fil- 
lies/mares get four pounds off when they 
run in ratings handicaps. Technically, there 
is no limit to a horse’s number though 
the highest-rated horses in the country 
are in the 160 range. The lowest are right 
around 100. Right now, 130 is the highest 
race categoty — meaning anyone above that 
is essentially a stakes horse. A horse gets 
reviewed every time it runs, and can go 
up ог down based on the handicappers' 
opinions of the performance. The ratings 
system 15 typically only used in ratings 
handicaps, meaning other races (allowance, 
stakes, maiden, whatever) follow the pub- 
lished conditions as weight-for-age, allow- 
ances/penalties or external handicap. 


Its all patterned after systems used 
in Ireland, England, France, pretty much 
every racing country other than the United 
States. In flat and jump racing, most coun- 
tries use a handicap system as the back- 
bone of racing. There are stakes, allowance, 
maiden races and handicaps. American 
racing leans on the claiming system, and 
its time that changes—something the 
National Steeplechase Association recog- 
nized a few years ago. The move resulted 
in bigger fields, longer hurdle careers and 
a subtle (if important) improvement in 
horse саге and public perception. There 
were never many claims in American jump 
racing, but they’re basically gone now (the 
circuit still has maiden claimets). 


Of course, trainers gripe about the rat- 
ings. Their horses are too high on the list 
and everybody else’s are too low. Trainers 
can ask for a review, but we try to filter out 
the one-sided complaints that can sound 
like the musings of Little League parents. 


I'm not sure how much our conversa- 
tion had to do with it, but Sinatra delivered 
a presentation on a ratings system for 
American flat racing at The Jockey Club’s 
Round Table Conference this summer. 
Неа like to see fewer claiming races and 
feels like such a move would help owners, 
breeders, trainers, racetracks and ultimate- 
ly bettors. I agree. The claiming system 
should be changed. 


Think about it. If a system worked, why 
would it constantly need to be adjusted 
with other layers of rules? 


Claims can be voided for veterinary 
issues. Allowance races ate frequently 
"optional" claimers, meaning a horse can 
bypass the non-winners of two (or whatev- 
er) condition if entered for a certain claim- 
ing price. Some states waive the claiming 
price for horses coming off a layoff, or 
those making their debuts for their breed- 
ers. Depending on the state, a claimed 
horse typically must race at a higher level 
in its next start. There are open claimets, 
conditioned claimers (non-winners of a 
race in six months, two in a year, two in a 
lifetime, at a mile or over since Jan. 1. . .), 
maiden claimets and so on. 

Owners and breeders I talk to would 
appreciate a move away from claiming. 
Why invest time and money in a racehorse 
if it can quickly belong to someone else 
when you run it in a competitive spot? 
Imagine breeding a horse, raising it, spend- 
ing time and money to get to a race and 
then having all that be for nothing when 
someone claims your horse. Many of you 
probably don't have to imagine. 

Critics say claiming levels the playing 
field, but it does the opposite. A trainer 
who takes immaculate care of his or her 
horses gets penalized, known as a “good 
outfit to claim from." A trainer who takes 
risks ot gets aggressive scares off potential 
claims. Ultimately, the horses lose. Ever 
look at the past performances of a claim- 
er? Some change barns four or five times 
a year. Is that best for the horse? If you 
want to sell your horse, enter it in a sale, 
not a race. 

People get the wrong impression that 
a ratings system sounds elitist, that lower- 
level horses would be phased out of the 
game. That’s not the idea. A ratings system 
creates competitive opportunities for all 
horses at all levels, without putting them at 
risk of claims. 

My advice for Sinatra and anyone else 
contemplating this? Dive in, with caution. 
Experiment with it. Try writing races based 
on Equibase or Beyer speed figures 
(horses who haven’t run above 65 in six 
months or a year instead of a $20,000 
claimer, for example) and see what hap- 
pens. 

Horsemen just might get used to the 
idea and, if they don’t, they know where 
Sinatra's office is. ж 
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The well-being of your animals is top of mind, and | k A 13 \ 
that all starts with their feed. Available оп our 2 Sr, 
Zero Series round balers, the MegaWide" HC2 4%, 4 
precutter puts what's in the windrow into the Ai 
Бае. That means your herd gets leafy, nutritious 
feed, cut down to a size that they can easily eat 
without a lot of waste. To learn more on how NTRA members can save up 
to 28% on a wide array of John Deere equipment, 
visit www.JohnDeere.com/Equine or call the 
INCREASE TONNAGE PER HOUR BY 80%” John Deere Equine Support Center at 866-678-4289 


AND CUT MIXING TIMES AS MUCH AS 58%.” 
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With the MegaWide HC2 precutter, you'll 





That's an efficient feed system for you, and 
nutrient-rich feed for them. 





JOHN DEERE 


John Deere is proud to be the Exclusive 
Equipment Supplier of Agricultural, Turf and 
Construction Equipment to the NTRA! 





*Tonnage per hour estimates compared to competitive models. 
Mixing time estimate compared to bales that do not contain precut crop. 
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SAY IT AGAIN 


"We've got two weeks between them this year. 
She won't know how to act." 
Trainer Jerry Robb, about Annas Bandit who won races at the 
West Virginia Breeders Classics and the Maryland Milhon (seven days 
apart) last year and will try again (with more rest) in 2020 


“My goal is to have it come back with hospitality, the big crowd 
on track. I like that. I hope that’s not hard to have happen again.” 
Maryland Million executive director Cricket Goodall, about the future 
of the Maryland Million (which will be run without spectators this year) 


“One thing we’re considering along with Jill Byrne and Allison 
De Luca is running later in the year. Instead of July/August 
could we run September/October? The heat is less intense and 
we might have the opportunity to pick up the folks after Saratoga 
and Monmouth. But we'll see. That's a long way off.” 
Virginia HBPA executive director Frank Petramalo, about Colonial Downs 


“T used to get on him in the morning and he was a pretty cool 
horse to be around. He was never lucky enough, he wasn’t good 
enough to win at the stakes level on the flat but Pm happy 
he’s been able to get a [stakes] win as a jumper. I’m always 
paying attention to him and always rooting for him.” 


Jockey Jose Ortiz, who rode jump star Snap Decision on the flat 


MID-ATLANTIC REPORT 


NAMES OF 
ІНЕ MONTH 


Live Aid. Chanceland Farm’s 4-year- 
old filly, a winner at Laurel in August, 
is by Maclean’s Music out of To Give. 
Live Aid, to those not of a certain age, 
was a 1985 concert in London and 
Philadelphia that raised £150 million 
for Ethiopian famine relief. 


Championship Alley. Some- 
body bowls. Second at Laurel, the 
4-year-old colt who now races for Pro 
Lux Investments and Bruno Tessore is 
out of How She Rolls. 


Rain Dance. The 3-year-old filly, 
who ran for Cheyenne Stables and 
trainer Matthew Kintz at Presque Isle 
Downs in September, is out of Storm 
Showers. 


Caravel. Lizzie Merryman’s Penn- 
sylvania-bred 3-year-old daughter of 
Mizzen Mast is named after a small, 
fast Spanish or Portuguese sailing ship 
developed in the 15th century. The 
horse won her first three starts includ- 
ing a stakes at Presque Isle Downs in 


August. 


ж Race Delaware Certified! 


Delaware’s Winning Economic Stimulus Program 
It Pay$ to Race Delaware Certified! 


Bring your weanlings or yearlings to a Delaware farm for 
90 days before December 31st of their yearling year to become 
Delaware Certified and eligible for purse bonuses up to 50%*. 
Your Delaware Bred or Certified thoroughbreds are also 
eligible for restricted Delaware Certified stakes every fall. 


The Delaware Bred or Certified ‘Thoroughbred Program (DCTP) owners receive 25% 
of purse share for the first, second and third place finishers in overnight stakes ($10,000 


cap on stake race bonuses). DCTP earnings аге paid to owners with purse money and 
are considered part of the horse’s official earnings. Delaware Bred or Certified are 
preferred in all races, if condition eligible. 


At the end of each month, DCTP certifiers receive their cumulative bonuses of 25% for | 

the first through fifth place finishers when racing at Delaware Park. For more information about 
the Delaware Certified 

Thoroughbred Program (DCTP) 


visit www.dtha.com 


DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM 
777 Delaware Park Blvd., Wilm., DE 19804 
302-994-2398 tel e 302-994-3392 fax 


email: dctp@dtha.com * website: www.dtha.com 


DELAWARE THOROUGHBRED 

HORSEMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

Founder and proud sponsor of the Delaware 
MUSH Certified Thoroughbred Program. 


*25% owner bonus; 25% certifier bonus 
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A Maryland-bred Flero— 251b Anniversary 


CIGAR 
The Gold standard 


Jockey Club Gold Cup-G1 
October 7, 1995 - Belmont Park 


he track wasn't to his liking, but Cigar 
powered through to extend his win 


streak to 11 and record his eighth 


Rescheduled: Two race dates 
canceled because of weather to Oct. 8 
and 15, Delaware Park. The 2020 meet 
concludes Oct. 17 with racing Saturday, 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 


Prohibited: Spectators аг the 
Breeders’ Cup World Championships at 
Keeneland in Lexington, Ky., Nov. 6-7. 
The move follows similar decisions in 
racing including Belmont Stakes Day in 
June, Kentucky Derby Day in September, 
Maryland's Preakness Day (Oct. 3) and 
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Grade 1 win with a 1-length score in 
Belmont Parks 77th Jockey Club Gold 
Cup. 

Taking on six others in the 1/-mile 
Gold Cup, Cigar dealt with a “wet fast" 
track that was drying out after two days of 
rain and damp weather. *He didn't handle 
the track particularly well,’ said jockey 
Jerry Bailey. “But he won in spite of it.” 

Cigar rated off a modest pace behind 
Star Standard and Thunder Gulch, was car- 
пе seven wide around Belmont's sweep- 
ing far turn when roused by Bailey, and 
opened up at the top of the stretch. The 
Bill Mott trainee had to work a bit when 


MILESTONES 


Maryland Million Day (Oct. 24) and major 
racing and sporting events including Major 
League Baseball games, the NBA playoffs, 
NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs, early NFL 
games, the entire racing seasons at Saratoga 
Race Course in New York and Del Mar 
in California and others. In September, 
Breeders’ Cup announced its decision lim- 
iting in-person attendance to essential per- 
sonnel, owners, trainers and jockeys. In 
addition, the Breeders’ Cup announced 
that Keeneland would host the event again 
in 2022, following Del Mar in 2021. 


быль 


Lë 





the Pennsylvania-bred wet-track specialist 
Unaccounted For came after him, but in 
the final furlong Cigar was under a hand 
ride as he reached the wire in 2:01.29. He 
became the all-time leading Mid-Atlantic- 
bred earner with $3,529,015, surpassing 
Virginia-bred Paradise Creek, who was 
also trained by Mott and retired the previ- 
ous year with $3,401,416. Maryland-bred 
Concern, scratched from the Gold Cup, 
had earnings of $3,064,350. 

Next was the Breeders’ Cup Classic-G1, 
also at Belmont. The last horse to com- 
plete an undefeated Horse of the Year 
season was Spectacular Bid 15 years earlier. 


Sold: Five regional-breds at Fasig- 
Tipton's selected yearlings showcase in 
Kentucky Sept. 9-10. Pennsylvania-breds 
led the way as а Nyquist colt out of 
the Elusive Quality mare Perfect Note 
sold for $510,000 to Mike Ryan, agent. 
Consigned by South Point Sales Agency 
for breeder Blackstone Farm, the bay 
colt is out of a half-sister to recent Jim 
Dandy-G2 Stakes winner Mystic Guide, 
descends from Grade 1 winner Music 
Note and champion It's in the Air, and 15 
from the family of classic winner Musical 
Chimes, and others. Another South 
Point offering, a Pennsylvania-bred filly 
by English-bred Kingman out of Amber 
Romance (Ire), sold for $500,000 as Mick 
Ruis bought out partner and co-breeder 
Christian Black. The latter purchased the 
mare, carrying the filly, for $267,183 at 
Tattersalls in December 2018. Three other 
regional-breds hit six figures: a $150,000 
Virginia-bred Blame colt from the Stuart 
Morris consignment (for Morgan’s Ford 
Farm) purchased by Taproot Bloodstock; 
a $140,000 Pennsylvania-bred Mastery 
filly sold by Woods Edge Farm to John 
Guarnere; and a $100,000 Maryland-bred 
Bernardini filly sold by Bill Reightler as 
agent for GreenMount Farm to Frankie 
Brothers as agent for Star Ladies and 
Mathis. The filly out of the Not For Love 
mare Mystic Love was crowned cham- 
pion at the Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association yearling show in July. 


Served: Аз track announcer at Mon- 
mouth Park, Chris Griffin, filling in for reg- 
ular announcer Frank Mirahmadi through 
the remainder of the Monmouth Park 
meet as well as the nine-day Meadowlands- 
at-Monmouth meet in October. 
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SHERWIN WILLIAMS 


Save up to 40% discount on 
Sherwin Williams paints, in-store 
products and wall coverings. 


As an active member of 
an equine association 
you are eligible for 
significant savings on 
these nationally known 
products! 


OFFICE DEPOT 


Office Depot outfits offices with 
everything from office and computer 
supplies to paper and office furniture. 

From farm office to home office, you are 
eligible for up to a 70% discount! 
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JOHN DEERE 


John Deere offers substantial discounts on everything from 
mowers and tractors to Gators™, hay equipment 
and construction pieces. 


- The MSRP Program - Professional operations can save up to 2896 on 
select equipment 

- The Cash Bonus Program - All members can save up to $2,700 with 
vouchers that are stackable with special financing 

- Construction Equipment - All members can save up to 26% on select 
equipment 


А percentage 
of every sale 
through Equine 
Discounts 1$ 
returned to the 
equine Industry! 


Yu uil | jn 


EQUINE v^ 
~ DISCOUNTS ~~ 
‚ 866- 678-4289 ^^ 


SW | 
ПІ ШІ ` 
Sr 


BIG ASS FANS 


BAF is committed to Energy Efficient Air 
movement and providing comfort to the 
equine industry. Equine members will 
receive up to a 25% discount on qualifying 
purchases for all Equine Facilities and 
Personal Residences. 


е 





BIG ASS FANS 


WILLIAMS. 


Call 866-678-4289 to start saving! 


www.NTRAadvantage.com 





1 AE Million winners bred by 
Tom and Chris Bowman on their 
own or in partnership. 


Maryland Million starts for In the 

Curl, tied with Bens Cat for the 
most among horses. Her record doesn't 
include a single win, as she finished 
second three times (once to future Hall 
of Famer Safely Kept by a half-length), 
third twice and fourth twice. Active 





жш 


Dom Napolitano 
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Tod Marks 


GO FIGURE 


from 1986-93, the daughter of Shelter 
Half won 26 races, and placed in 
another 38 while earning $749,891. 


Maryland Million winners sired by 
Northern Dancer. Arguably the most 
influential sire in the world, he stood 
at Windfields Farm in Chesapeake 
City, Md., and retired from stud duty in 
1987. His Million winners came in the 
first three years of the program— 1986 
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Do right by them, and your 
horses will pay you back 
ten-fold. Clockwise from top 
left, Graham Motion-trained 
MEAN MARY, second by a 
neck in Saratoga's G1 Diana S 
is part of a top 25 national 
stable. Country Life Farm's 
MOSLER leads the Maryland 
freshman sire ranks. Moscato 
(GB) current top earner in NSA, 
and Snap Decision, leading 
2020 Novice steeplechaser, 
both hail from leading trainer 
Jack Fisher's barn. 


410.838.6111 + www.TheMillofBelAir.com 


Contact our equine nutritionist Michelle Jennings to learn more about how The Mill can help optimize your horses' performances 
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(Herat and Glow) and 1988 (Chapel of 


Dreams). 

2 0 Batting average (13 wins, 
a 62 starts) of stallion Great 
Notion’s starters in the Maryland 
Million. 


2 Horses to start twice at the 2020 
Colonial Downs meet, which 

ended after just six days of racing due 

to the coronavirus. Nobody won twice. 
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formulated a plan to honor his late 

wife, Phyllis Mills Wyeth, at their Point 
Lookout Farm in Pennsylvania. For 
Phyllis, breeder and owner of Belmont 
Stakes winner and now top stallion Union 
Rags, Thoroughbreds were a lifelong pas- 
sion. 

Wyeth’s vision for the Brandywine 
Valley farm proposed the property 
as a sanctuary for retired racehorses; 


| n Фе summer of 2019, Jamie Wyeth 
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MAGGIE KIMMITT 


specifically, retirees from the 
Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation’s 
Second Chances Program. The vocational 
training program pairs prison inmates 
with retired Thoroughbreds as a tool 
to rebuild life and professional skills. 
Many graduates have found work in the 
racing industry as farriers, grooms, and 
veterinary assistants. 

To that end, Wyeth contacted Anita 
Motion, well aware of her involvement in 


Thoroughbred aftercare. Motion jumped 
at the chance and on July 21, 10 geldings 
from the TRF’s Wallkill, N.Y., prison farm 
arrived at Pastures of Point Lookout. 

The horses range in age from 11 to 
23 with earnings from $220 to $320,645. 
That top earner distinction belongs to 
Vow, a 22-year-old New Jersey-bred son 
of Rahy and the Seattle Slew mare Missy 
Slew. Breeders Joseph and William Stavola 
sent the bay colt to the 1999 Keeneland 
September yearling sale where he sold to 
Leverett Miller for $95,000. 

Vow made his debut for trainer Bob 
Connors as а 3-year-old at Garden State 
in April 2001, finishing second. He broke 
his maiden in his next start at Monmouth 
and performed reliably all season, winning 
three of his nine starts in 2001. He ran 
exclusively in allowance races in 2002 
before stepping up to stakes company 
that fall. 

Then everything changed. Connors, 
who lived in Parkesburg, Pa., passed away 
in November, leaving Miller scrambling 
to find someone to take the helm at the 
trainer’s Delaware Park barn. Connors’ 
assistant had returned to Mexico the week 
before, and there was literally no one left 
to care for the horses. Miller reached out 
to Chuck Simon. 

“Lev Miller called me one day while I 
was in Kentucky. I was training for him 
and for Stella Thayer [another Connors 
client|," said Simon. “Bobby had died 
suddenly; no one even knew he’d been 
sick. So Lev called me, and said ‘I don’t 
know who else to call, but there are about 
18 horses there. It was last minute and I 
had a big barn of my own, but they had 
nowhere else to turn.” 

Many of Connors’ horses dispersed 
to other trainers, with Simon keeping 
those belonging to Miller and Thayer. 
Simon was on his way to Gulfstream for 
the winter, so Vow—who gave Connors 
his 600th win in October— was sent to 
Florida. 

“T can't remember all of his races, but 
I do remember we ran him at Gulfstream 
and he stumbled badly and lost the jockey 
at the start," said Simon. *He grabbed his 
quartet so badly that he bled for about 
three hours. It was unbelievable. We lost 
him at Keeneland for $50,000, and I was 
kind of surprised that he got claimed, 
honestly. I followed him for a while after 
that because I had always liked him. He 
was a big, strong, handsome horse, but 
very tough to gallop—never easy.” 
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PENSIONER ON PARADE by Maggie Kimmitt 


That constitution served him well over the next four years. 

Vow was claimed from the Keeneland race by Carlos Paez 
and Paul Pompa Jr. and changed hands again in his next race, 
after shipping to Monmouth Park, becoming part of owner 
Michael Gill’s far-reaching operation for $40,000. He won the 
Slady Castle Handicap for Gill at Monmouth in September 
2003, but started just twice in 2004. The next year, he made 13 
starts—winning three while getting claimed repeatedly. Kelly 
Breen trained him, so did Patricia Farro and then Breen again. In 
2006, Vow made a dozen starts— winning twice —and finishing 
up in George Handy's barn. By 2007, Vow was back in Florida, 
then sent to Suffolk Downs, and finished no better than third 
in his first four starts. On July 2, 2007, Vow's career ended with 
an injury as he lost his jockey while being pulled up as the 2-1 
favotite for Aurora Springs Stable and trainer Rafael Ramos. 

Somebody did right by him at some point as he joined the 
TRE herd less than two months later, with a race record of 
59-11-7-10. 

The Second Chances Program 1s a perfect fit for horses like 
Vow. Without the rigors of a new career under saddle, they get 
to be companions, teachers, rehabilitators, a pathway to a better 
life. The Wallkill property was the original location; there are 
now correctional facilities in eight states offering accredited 
vocational training courses in horse care and management. 

“The inmates liked working with Vow because of his gentle 
and curious nature,” said Kelsey Kober, Wallkill farm manager 
and vocational instructor. “Anytime there was something new in 
the pasture, he would be the first horse to come over and check 
it out. Vow lived in a large pasture with eight other geldings and 
they had a great time galloping across the fields in their own 
races of sorts.” 

A few hundred miles to the south, Vow still has races to run 
across Point Lookout’s 20-acre field with the nine other retirees 
who shipped down in July. Their arrival was a momentous 
occasion. Motion goes to Point Lookout at least once a week, 
and has drafted volunteers to help bathe and groom the horses. 
Veterinarians have examined and vaccinated the group. Farriers 
have trimmed hooves. Dentists have floated teeth. PPL board 
members Lisa Flagg and Katharine Maroney (sister of leading 
steeplechase trainer Jack Fisher) also visit regularly. 

The PPL farm staff see to the group’s daily needs and 
have grown accustomed to their Gator being surrounded by 
horses whenever they drive into the field. The horses are a well- 


socialized bunch. Strangers are merely friends they’ve yet to meet. 


The hierarchy formed quickly into two pairs and two groups of 
three. Vow’s best buddy is his doppelganger, 17-year-old Creative 
Numbers. Bred in Maryland by Robert Hahn, the son of Polish 
Numbers and Star Suite earned $220 in his lone start. The bays 
have nearly identical stars, with Vow’s short, stubby tail and 
sparse forelock the distinguishing feature. 

Their work done, the PPL retirees will live out their days in 
the comfort of the Wyeth farm. Phyllis Wyeth, who rode point- 
to-points, competed in driving events and appreciated horses of 
all descriptions until her death at age 78 in January 2019, would 
have liked Vow. 

Delighted to hear his old friend landed in an ideal situation, 
Simon agreed. 

“This is so cool," he said. “Не deserves that. They all deserve 
that." 
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Protect your 
sales purchases 
with fall of 
the hammer 
coverage 


We offer major medical and other 
risk management products 





Who better to purchase equine insurance than from a 
horseman representing a company of horsemen? 
Call EMO's representative Bill Reightler to discuss your 
options for managing equine related exposure. 


443-935-7583 
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in a Million 


Maryland s day at the races continues in spite of Covid 


by Joe Clancy 


he Preakness will forever be the most famous Thoroughbred 


race in Maryland, but if you’re looking to find Maryland’s Day 


at the Races you'd be wise to wait until autumn. The Maryland 


Million —with its crowded outdoor spaces, crisp air, free hats, overflowing 


hospitality tents and competitive (if humbler) horses—stands up as the 


signature day for an industry that dates to the state’s earliest days. 


Run for the 35th time Saturday, 
Oct. 24 at Laurel Park, the Jim McKay 
Maryland Million Day will look different 
this year—and even share its month with 
the Preakness—thanks to the coronavirus 
pandemic, but will happen and that’s the 
important thing. Maryland Million 2020 
was never really that close to being can- 
celed, but there were rumors, and organiz- 
ers worked overtime to secure funding for 
purses and other necessary expenses. The 
result is a scaled-down version, without 
general admission spectators, those tents at 
the top of the stretch, the face-painters, the 
music and all the rest. 


But the races go on. There will be hats, 
but they will be limited and probably part 
of a Maryland Horse Foundation fund- 
raiser. Bid early and often. The winnet’s 
circle will be decorated in fall colors. The 
trophies will be Waterford Crystal. The 
racing will be competitive. 


If you’re not there as an owner, trainer 
or essential employee, make sure you're 
watching at home via TVG or some other 
racing platform. 


No, it’s not the same, but it’s here. 


“The good thing about Maryland Million 
is people like to go,” said Cricket Goodall, 
executive director of the Maryland Million. 
“People who don’t go to the races go to 


Maryland Million.” 
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The goal back in the 1980s didn’t hinge 
on getting people to show up. It was more 
about horses. McKay, the television jour- 
nalist known for hosting Wide World of 
Sports for nearly 30 years as well as cover- 
ing the Olympics, racing and other sports, 
hatched the idea after watching the success 
of the Breeders’ Cup. “Why wouldn’t the 
concept work in Maryland?” was the gist 
of McKays question. He and his wife 
Margatet bred and raced Thoroughbreds. 
They knew Matyland horse people. It just 
made sense. Little did McKay know he'd 
spawn more than 20 imitators—in West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, Florida, 
California and so on. 

The Baltimore County resident helped 
sell sponsorships to Budweiser, USF&G, 
First National Bank of Maryland and so 
on. ESPN broadcast the races, for years. 
You can find the 1986 show on YouTube, 
all two hours of it, complete with an open- 
ing recorded by McKay that includes the 
phrase “... but little Maryland, oh my.” Не 
introduced himself as the organization's 
president, leaned on a white board fence 
with a placid chestnut horse in the back- 
ground, and explained how it worked. The 
theme was cooperation, among breeders, 
stallion owners, racehorse owners, trainers, 
the state, racetracks, sponsors, everyone 
involved. That’s how Maryland Million 


came to be, he said. 


And how it’s still here. 


In the early days, there were 180 stal- 
lions in Maryland. Each paid a fee to be 
part of the program. Now, the stallion 
roster numbers about 30 (though it has 
stabilized) and the annual foal crop is in 
the hundreds instead of the thousands. 
Stallion owners still pay an annual fee (an 
advertised stud fee, or $500 minimum) to 
the Maryland Million, but the nomination 
fee for foals was waived in 2009 to maxi- 
mize participation. 

“We were getting about 60 percent of 
the foals nominated and we wanted to 
make sure all the foals were eligible,” said 
Goodall. “That's important, and as long as 
the stallion is nominated all the foals are 
eligible. It was well worth it.” 


Over time, revenue from nomination 
fees and corporate sponsorship decreased 
and Maryland Million gained support from 
two state sources (both dertved from the 
industry)—the Special Fund, a pool of 
money from uncashed mutuel tickets; and 
the Bond Fund, a small percentage of 
wagering takeout originally created to sup- 
port capital improvements at racetracks 
but converted by the Racing Act of 2004 
to contribute to the Maryland Million. 
Initially more than $1 million, the two 
sources contribute $700,000 to $800,000 to 
the program and combine with other rev- 
enue from nominators, sponsors, events, 
wagering handle on Maryland Million 
races, etc. to fund the program. Though it 
supports many facets of the state’s racing 
industry, slots revenue does not go directly 


to the Maryland Million. 


When racing shut down for more than 
two months, much of that funding came 
into question. 
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“We werent sure because of Сома 
what those grants were going to look like,” 
said Goodall. “There were no uncashed 
mutuel tickets during that time and no han- 
dle to contribute to the other fund. It was 
nevet in danger of not happening, It was, 
“Can we get a million dollars in purses?" We 
could let the ancillary costs be what they 
are and figure that out later." 

Funding is in place to cover the purses. 
Separate from any racing industry plans, 
uncertainty of state and local Covid regula- 
tions made hospitality tents and attendance 
by large groups impractical at best and 
ultimately not worth the time, effort and 
expense. Goodall said some sponsors have 
stayed on, but their benefits will be vir- 
tual. The result will be a Maryland Million 
Day without its perks—and 20,000 attend- 
ees—but with its races. 

“Both of those grants are based on 
industry revenue and if the industry was 
shut down for two months it affected both 
of those revenue streams," Goodall said. 
“That was the unknown. I have faith that if 
we had needed additional funding to make 
the day, to cover the purses, the horsemen, 
the track and the industry would have 
helped find it. We could have run fewer 
Maryland Million races that day to make it 
all work, but if we had to add hospitality 
and things too, that would have been hard 
to do.” 

The reality of 2020 has forced many to 
look to the future—no matter the indus- 
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try—and racing is no different. Goodall 
hopes 2021 looks like 2019, with tents, 
a big crowd and all the enthusiasm the 
event can bring. She also plans to keep the 
program true to McKay’s aims, a place for 
horses not just foaled in the state but those 
by Maryland sires. 

“Stallions are the bedrock, and argu- 
ably the most important part, of a state’s 
breeding industry,’ Goodall said. “More 
commerce is created with mares coming 
to be bred, than foaled, and so it is really 
important to promote and reward that seg- 
ment of the industry. 

To help maximize field size, Maryland- 
bred horses may run if there are fewer 
than eight Maryland-sired horses entered 
in a given race. That resulted in wins by 
Bonus Points (2018 Classic) and a handful 
of others, but the home team continues to 
hold its own. 

“I don't think you have it Maryland- 
sired to the detriment to the program, 
but I also think you have to give them the 
best opportunity,’ said Goodall. “We are 
getting more Maryland-sired horses again. 
The low was 2012 and it’s coming back 
now with some of the new stallions farms 
have added.” 

Like all things, money matters how- 
ever. The Maryland Million cards its day of 
races, pays owners’ bonuses to Maryland- 
sired maiden winners all year, pays stallion 
nominator awards and otherwise manages 


the program. But by 1986 standards, the 
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Maryland Million ought to be the Maryland 
$2.3 Million. Goodall knows that, would 
love to see a purse increase, but also knows 
the landscape. 


“The Maryland-bred Fund doesn't have 
enough money to do all we want to do now, 
so that wouldn't necessarily fix everything,” 
she said of changing to a Maryland-bred 
program. “The way it is now, everybody 
contributes something — horsemen, stallion 
guys, those two grants tied to handle, the 
track helps pay hospitality costs—and it 
wotks. We're proud of the day and what 


it's become.” 


Goodall, who has been to every Магу- 
land Million, will be at this one and hopes 
to see you and everyone else at the 2021 
vetsion. 


“There's a real loyalty to it," she said. 
"In the beginning it was a sense of Jim 
McKay Day and as you built up the day, 
they came year after year. My hairdresser 
would come to the races once a year, 
Maryland Million Day. She’d bring her 
friends. They wore hats, entered the hat 
contest. You get people like that. It's amaz- 
ing how many times ГЇЇ be at an event the 
rest of the year and people tell me, ‘Oh 
yeah, I've been to every one. 


“To see that at a track these days 15 
unusual. They've got to want to go there 
and you've got to give them a reason. For 
whatever reason, Maryland Million is that 


day.” * 
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А Million 
Memories 


Now In its зо year, 








Maryland's Day at the Haces still delivers 


Ву Joe and Sean Clancy 


n a global health crisis, you improvise. There 15 no long, winding 


Maryland Million profile of a breeder, an owner, a trainet, a founder 


in this magazine. Instead, we tap the collective minds of some of the 


Maryland-sired racing program's leaders. What comes to mind when you 


hear Maryland Million memory? What's yout favotite race? What does the 


day mean to you? 


"Brillant Patriot, the defending cham- 
pion...Oliver’s Twist has claimed the 
lead...Frugal Doc is right there...it looks 
like a classic finish in the Classic...Frugal 
Doc...the oldtimer might pull it off. . what 
a finish...the Classic lives up to its name." 


"Eighttofasttocatch has been in front 
now for eight furlongs, one more furlong 
to go for Eighttofasttocatch, yes, he’s too 
good, yes, he’s too fast...” 


“Bens Cat is set down and here's Ben 
Cat carrying 128 pounds racing down the 
stretch here at Laurel Patk to the second 
wire in the sprint...a clash of millionaires 
down to the line...oh, what a cool cat he 
is...they can't stop this cat." 


No one has had a better view of the 
Maryland Million than Dave Rodman. 
Maryland Jockey Club’s announcer has 
called every edition since 1991. He came 
along the year Hall of Famer Safely Kept 
won her third Distaff, Countus In won 
her third Ladies and Timely Warning won 
his second Classic. Those icons are long 
since retired and the venerable voice of 
Maryland racing is still going strong, 

“It’s not really more challenging, it’s 
just a lot of fun. The preparation comes in 
keeping the timeline of events and presen- 
tations in order, it’s more compact than the 
Preakness,’ Rodman said. “At Laurel, Го 
closer to the crowd. At Pimlico, I'm higher 
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up and removed from the actual apron. At 
Laurel, I can open the window and hear the 
crowd, see the Maryland Million village, I 
feel like Um in the crowd. It's nice to see 
people come out.” 


Rodman can pick out old friends in that 
crowd. 


“Тез like watching individual teams and 
their cheerleaders for their teams, I can 
glance through the crowd and see them,” 
Rodman said. “ “There are the Ponses of 
Country Life...there’s David Hayden...’ 
Every farm brings their own individual 
cheerleading contingent. You don’t see that 
on a normal day.” 


Rodman calls thousands of races in a 
year and has called, oh, 300 or so Maryland 
Million races. The races, the calls, they 
don’t stand out, but the horses do. 


“People might have their favorites calls, 
but I don’t recall any. Fan favorites like 
Ben’s Cat, you’re always rooting for them, 
his race wasn’t really written in the pro- 
gram, so deep down inside you're rooting 
for him but you know he’s up against it,” 
Rodman said. “A horse I named, Phlash 
Phelps, after a friend of mine who I 
worked with, a DJ on Sirius/XM, we had 
a lot of fun with that. In recent years, I 
was rooting for him, or an old vet like Talk 
Show Man. Eighttofasttocatch was one of 
my favorites in Maryland of all time. Early 
in the game, Frugal Doc, Mz. Zill Bear was 


a special horse. . . the calls, I couldn’t even 
quote a line." 

And then there's a horse who ran in the 
Maryland Million five times but never won. 

“Remember Mary's Buckaroo? I always 
remember him,’ Rodman said. “They 
offered me a quarter of him for $1,250 as 
a yeatling and he wound up winning 350 or 
something. . ." 

Bred by George Swope, owned by 
Jackson Втуег and trainer Mary Joanne 
Hughes, the son of Roo Art won 17 races, 
finished second in two Maryland Million 
Classics and earned $723,895. 


But who's counting? 


Trainer Jerry Robb 


Tied for third on the all-time trainers' 
list with eight wins—with five others— 
John “Jerry” Robb won his first Maryland 
Million race with Little Bold John in 
1987, the second year for the program. A 
Maryland-bred Hall of Famer, Little Bold 
John started 105 times, won 38 races and 
earned $1,956,406. Robb has since gone 
on to train Anna's Bandit, the 2019 Distaff 
winner and likely favorite in that race this 
yeat. 

“Winning it with Little Bold John was 
like winning the Derby, I guess, Гуе never 
won the Derby so I don't know what that 
feels like. But it was special. There's a long 
story with him. We got to the stall the 
morning of the race and he could hardly 
walk. He had a nick that got infected and it 
was pinching him. His leg swelled up and 
we spent all day long getting that down. He 
was on the Bowie racetrack in the chute 
jogging for an hour and a half to get it 
down. It wasn't serious, and we knew what 
it was so we could get him moving, but it 
was a long, stressful day." 
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Foxie G gives leading trainer Dale Capuano the first of 11 Maryland Million wins in the 1995 Sprint. Edgar Prado leads Maryland Million 


Little Bold John made three mote starts 
in the Classic, finishing third in 1988 and 
1989 and sixth in 1992. 


Trainer Dale Capuano 


Tops among all trainers with 11 Mary- 
land Million victories, Dale Capuano would 
like to put a little more distance between 
himself and the phalanx of challengers 
he’s pretty sure will swarm past one of 
these years. 

“It kind of surprises me,” said Capuano, 
whose first win came in 1995. “It doesn't 
seem like we've had that many lately and 
we've got to win a few mote or they're 
going to pass me. All those guys at eight 
are winning races every year." 

The gang at eight includes active train- 
ers Tony Dutrow, Graham Motion, Jerry 
Robb, Hammy Smith and Mike Trombetta, 
but Capuano isn't just going to let them 
get to him. He won with Monster Sleeping 
in 2013 and 2015, and plans to be back 
this year. His first one, with Foxie G in the 
1995 Sprint, will always matter however. 
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Jockeys with 18 wins, including the 
2018 Classic with Saratoga Bob. 
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Honored to run against Maryland Million hero Ben's Cat, trainer 
Lizzie Merryman pulled a minor upset in the 2013 Turf with Roadhog (left). 
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Classic winner in 2011, 2013 and 2014, Eighttofasttocatch joined 





Anarex and Celtic Innis on trainer Tim Keefe's win tally. 


“It seemed like it took forever to win 
the first one so like everything else once 
you get off the duck you feel a little bit 
better," Capuano said. “He was a neat little 
horse by Horatius that belonged to my dad 
[Phil]. He was not a big horse, but he was 
gutsy. Everybody loved him." 


Bredin Maryland by Charles Reithmeyer, 
Foxie G won 14 races and wound up the 
namesake of a Thoroughbred retirement/ 
rescue organization. 


The Maryland Million program was 
received positively by horsemen early on, 
because it looked like an opportunity to 
win restricted races. Of course, the rich 
purses lured plenty of competition too. 
Hall of Fame trainer Jack Van Berg won 
the first Classic with Kentucky-bred Herat, 
a son of Northern Dancer whose next 
start came in the Breeders’ Cup Classic-G1. 


“When it first came around we were 
all excited, we thought we could run any 
kind of horse that was Maryland-sired and 
have a chance,” said Capuano. “We learned 
pretty quickly how tough it was going to 
be. Really nice horses ended up showing 
up. That helped the Maryland Million, 
gave those races a lot of credibility in the 
first few years. Some of those races were 
tougher than the open stakes." 


Other first-year winners were owned 
by major names Ned Evans and Sam- 
Son Farm, trained by Allen Jerkens, P.G. 
Johnson and Woody Stephens. 
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“Т remember some really good sprint- 
ers showing up— King’s Swan, King’s Nest, 
Safely Kept would come,’ Capuano said. 
“They were good races, they were hard to 
win. They still are, but it’s a little bit differ- 
ent now.” 


Trainer Lizzie Merryman 


Four Merryman siblings—Ann, Lizzie 
and Edwin plus Katy Voss—have com- 
bined to win a dozen Maryland Million 
races. Their parents, John and Kitty, bred 
a winner each including Smart ’n Quick on 
the first card in 1986. Lizzie sent Roadhog 
out to back-to-back wins in the Turf (2012 
and 2013), the second by a neck over 
Maryland-bred legend Ben’s Cat. 

“Both of Roadhog’s wins were exciting, 
but when he beat Ben’s Cat, that was really 
special. Just the race call, all of it. We all 
loved Ben’s Cat, and it wasn’t great to beat 
him, or it didn’t feel great. It was an honor 
just to run with him. He was out of his ele- 
ment [going a mile], but he ran great and so 
did Roadhog. 

“Maryland Million is such a special 
Maryland day. Maryland racing is different. 
There’s so many racing families and farms 
and stuff based in Maryland. People spend 
theit whole lives in Maryland, and if they’re 
involved in racing at all they come out and 
love it. The stallions, the horses, the people 
they know. They love seeing that. It’s a lot 
about being a tight-knit racing community. 
Pennsylvania is year-round but it’s more 
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Forry Cow How was trainer Ronnie 
Cartwright's third winner on Maryland 
Million Day 1993, when he captured the 
Classic for Eddie and Binnie Houghton. 


spread out— Parx, Penn National, Presque 
Isle Downs—and they run at the same 
time. Maryland is more of a unit. There’s 
always been such good breeding through 
the years. 

“When it comes, the day always reminds 
me of my dad. He was so into helping it 
get started. I remember him talking about 
it early on. He was so into creating more 
opportunities for breeders. Breeding was 
everything to him. He was always so into 
making things like that work. That’s why 
I've always kept breeding . . . sometimes I 
wonder why when I add it all up but then 
you get a good one or one you're proud of 
and that changes everything.” 


Jockey Edgar Prado 


Edgar Prado leads all jockeys with 18 
wins in the Maryland Million. Those wins 
span decades, generations as the Hall of 
Fame jockey won with Brilliant Brass and 
Silent Testamony in 1992 and the Classic 
aboard Saratoga Bob in 2018. A Maryland 
mainstay for a decade, Prado leads fellow 
Hall of Famer Ramon Dominguez, who is 
retired, by one win and Mario Pino, based 
at Presque Isle Downs again this year, by 
two wins. Prado guided Algar to back- 
to-back Classics in 1997-98 for Barbara 
Graham and Jimmy Murphy. 

"[ had won a lot of races on Brilliant 
Brass, she was a heavy favotite for that race 
[the Distaff], she stumbled real bad, but 


when you're in the zone and you believe in 
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Cool Joe wins the Sprint in 1987 for Suzanne Moscarelli, her husband Vinnie and partners. 


yourself, you do what is best for the horse 
without thinking. When you're winning, 
the bigger mistakes are forgiven. When 
you're losing, the smallest mistakes are big 
mistakes. 

“Algar was one of the best, he could 
have won three in a row, he was third 
the first time. I was trying to ride for 
Mr. Murphy from the day I arrived in 
Maryland, he said I'm using Allen Stacy 
and [Donnie] Miller, I said, “You'll find out, 
you'll win more races with те. 

“When I came back and won on Sara- 
toga Bob, for Bob Manfuso, Katy Voss, 
my old friend, Wayne Harrison, who had 
horses with Vinnie Blengs, I was happy and 
sad. Maryland was so great to me for 10 
years, from 1990 to '99 when I moved my 
tack to Saratoga, I left a lot of people who 
I should have said personally, “ГІ see you 
later, I'll come back, goodbye.’ Everything 
happened so fast, I packed my things and 
left. A lot of people who I rode for, I don't 
think it was correct that I didn't go and say 
thank you before I left. When I came back, 
I was hoping those people were still around 
but most of them are gone. It was, how do 
you say it? Bittersweet.” 


Trainer Tim Keefe 


If you mention Tim Keefe and the 
Maryland Million, surely, you'll think of 
Highttofasttocatch. The Maryland-bred 
son of Not For Love won 17 races and 
more than $1 million, including three 
Maryland Million Classics in 2011, 2013- 
14, for owners Arnold and Sylvia Heft. 
But, go ahead and ask Keefe about the 
Maryland Million, the Laurel-based trainer 
will get to Eighttofasttocatch, the best he’s 
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ever trained, but not before talking about 
Anarex and Celtic Innis. Owned by Bill and 
Phyllis Dixon’s Mea Culpa Stable, Anarex 
won the Distaff Starter Handicap in 1994. 
Celtic Innis, owned and bred by Allen and 
Audrey Murray, won the Sprint in 2008. 


“Т had been working for Ronnie Cart- 
wright, he was a mentor on the track for 
me. He had trained for Mea Culpa Stable 
for quite a while, he suggested to the 
Dixons that they send her over to me. 
That was cool, just the fact that he did 
that for me. We waited all day long. Ronnie 
had won with Mz. Zill Bear for them and 
everybody stuck around, nobody expected 
Апагех to do anything, she was 35-1. She 
jumps up and wins, that was the most 
memorable one for me, for all those rea- 
sons, it was special. 


“Celtic Innis was special because Mr. 
and Mrs. Murray were long-time breeders 
in Maryland, that was awesome, he just 
hung on and won. He was an honest horse, 
just a local horse who ran hard every time 
he ran. You could always count on him for 
a true effort. 


“With Eighttofasttocatch, they were 
all different. The last one was the most 
memorable because Arnie had died, it was 
supposed to be his last race and everybody 
knew that Arnie had wanted to have a 
horse eatn over a million dollars. It was 
great to win it, after he wins, everybody’s 
all excited and then we realized he had got- 
ten to $997,000. We figured it was Arnie’s 
way of making those lawyers let me run 
him one more time to hit the million-dollar 
mark. He won the Jennings in his next start 
and we retired him. That was magical.” 


Trainer Ronnie Cartwright 


Longtime Maryland-based trainer Ron 
Cartwright retired in 2005 with 690 wins 
and more than $13 million in earnings. He’s 
still tied for 10th on the all-time Maryland 
Million trainers’ list with six wins. Half 
came in one day when Buckingham Farm’s 
Forry Cow How won the Classic, Gayquare 
won the Starter Handicap and Mz. Zill 
Bear won her first of three consecutive 
Ladies for Mea Culpa Stable in 1993. 

“The day with three wins, the Classic 
with Forry Cow How, the starter race with 
Gayquare and the top filly race with Mz. 
Zill Bear. They were all standouts. Forry 
Cow How was one of my favorites, he 
was a fine horse, loads of stamina, he did 
everything good. Mz. Zill Bear was a lovely 
filly, if she stayed in Maryland, she would 
have won a lot more races, we went to 
California twice, those trips were tough. 
The Maryland Million races didn’t take 
much out of her. The day was great, kept 
getting those big glass bowls. I had five of 
them on the mantel piece, I’ve given all of 
them away except for one. It was a very 
pleasant day, everything went right, I was 
getting tired going to the winner's circle, 
that's a good way to get tired." 


Owner/breeder 
Suzanne Moscarelli 


Suzanne Moscarelli thinks of the Jiffy 
Lube Maryland Million Sprint every day. 
Well, every day she walks into her office at 
Country Roads in Warwick, Md. The win 
photo hangs on her wall. Trained by Allen 
Jerkens and ridden by Vince Bracciale 
Jr, Cool Joe-a homebred son of Cold 


Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred OCTOBER 2020 21 


9/15/20 3:47 Рм | 


CAPPY JACKSON (2) 


Reception—won five races, none bigger 
than the one on a September afternoon 
at Pimlico in 1987. Theres Suzanne, her 
husband Vinnie, Jerkens? son Jimmy and 
partners Joe Kocurck and Joe Menafra. 

“We were all young and slim and look- 
ing good. It was the thrill of the year. 
Vinnie trained him and then we sent him 
to Jerkens up in New York. The Maryland 
Million came up and he said, ‘Oh, he 
should go.’ We had two partners, Joe the 
Polack [Kocurck| and Joe the Crusher 
[Menafra]. They were two New York bud- 
dies of Vinnie's. Allen, of coutse, he had 
a little piece of the action. Jimmy Jerkens 
was just a kid, he saddled the horse. 

"You know Allen, you could nevet get a 
straight answer from him, he would always 
say, ‘I don't know how he's going to run, I 
don't know, I don't know...” Vinnie would 
always tread carefully to find out what was 
going оп. If the horse didn't win, he would 
be throwing his buckets and Vinnie would 
say, Look, if you had Angel Cordero on 
him, he wouldn't have won, forget it, let's 
go down to the Italian restaurant and have 
dinner" And we did. 

"Cool Joe went back to Charles Town, 
we bred our cheap mares to him, we didn't 
publicize him ot do anything big, we just 
took out own mares to him. He sired Sittin 
Cool, he turned out to be pretty darn good 
and a few others. We had offers to sell 
them, Vinnie and I wanted to sell. They 
said, ‘It’s not going to change our lives, 
were still going to have a cup of coffee and 
we want to go to the races and see them. 
They decided just to roll on. Those were 
good days. 

“The Maryland Million was unbe- 
lievable. Cool Joe's buried right here at 
Country Roads. We have an almond tree, it 
took off, it's huge, he's underneath there." 
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La Reine’s Terms (SB blinkers) charges to the front in the 2005 Turf at age 10. 
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Owner/breeder JoAnn Hayden 


Imagine being relatively new in the 
game and breeding a horse like Safely 
Kept. By Horatius out of the Winning 
Hit mate Safely Home, she won three of 
her first four starts and kept right on win- 
ning—three Maryland Million Distaffs, a 
Breeders’ Cup Sprint, an Eclipse Award as 
champion sprinter (before they created a 
female sprinter division) and ultimately a 
spot in racing's Hall of Fame. 

That was JoAnn and David Hayden, 
who foaled and raised Safely Kept on 
their Dark Hollow Farm, sold her as a 
2-yeat-old and then went on the ride 
of a lifetime that really hasn't stopped. 
Alone or in partnerships, they have bred 
the winners of seven Maryland Million 
races — Fighttofasttocatch, the only three- 
time Classic winner (2011, 2013, 2014), 
and 2005 Classic winner Play Bingo, and 
are involved in most every aspect of the 
Thoroughbred industry now. 

“We were first-generation horse people. 
I didn’t have a grasp what it was going to 
mean to me later on. We were so fortunate 
to experience what we did with her. We 
expected the horses we would breed would 
go on and do great things, but now I look 
back on it with such awe. I can’t believe 
that we were able to do that with our mare. 
She was by nothing, out of nothing, and 
her daughter turned out to be everything. 

“Now, it’s different. We’re more com- 
mercial breeders, so we don’t have as many 
Maryland Million horses, but we take the 
family there and have a good day. It’s a 
family thing. It’s about celebrating horses. 
We wanted the family to see the beauty 
of the day, the beauty of the horses. We 
always get a table right up front so they 
can see everything. We breed to some 


BRANDON BENSON 


Maryland sires here and there, Pm so 
happy to see it coming back now, and we 
foal Ellen Charles’ mares so there’s usually 
someone to cheer for. The day has a dif- 
ferent feel and a different meaning now. I 
don’t appreciate it any less. 


“Its a great day of racing. It’s not just 
the fans, it’s the families of people and the 
people you see there every year.” 


Trainer Larry Murray 


He won four Maryland Million races as 
a trainer, including the oldest winner and at 
one time the highest $2 win payout (Bear 
Access, $134.20 in 2014), and helped own- 
ers/breeders Sondra and Howard Bender 
realize plenty of success on the big day, 
but retired trainer Larry Murray doesn’t 
hesitate to single out his favorite memory. 


La Reine’s Terms tried the Maryland 
Million Turf in 1998 (fourth), 1999 (third) 
and 2001 (seventh). He broke through 
with a win in 2002, missed the 2003 season 
entirely and was third in 2004. Everybody, 
Murray included, figured that was it. The 
son of Private Terms and the Benders’ 
King's Bishop mare La Reine Elaine had 
other ideas. 


“He used to go home to the farm every 
winter because he was a grass horse, and 
Pd bring him back in the spring. That year, 
he was like an old car—he had some creaks 
and sags but he worked out of them. He 
was 10 and just wasn’t getting with the 
program though, not that we were pushing 
him. He just didn’t seem like he was into it, 
so I told his rider Val Kounelis to let him 
do whatever he wanted. She’d jog him to 
the wire and if he wanted to pick up a gal- 
lop, fine. If not, she’d jog him around and 
go back to the barn. He trained himself 
basically. 


“He loved it. He was the king at the 
racetrack, and we pampered the hell out 
of him. She’d be on him for 45 minutes 
some days. We let him do whatever he 
wanted. About July, he started getting into 
it again and wanted to do mote so I said, 
‘Let him run down the lane if he feels like 
it? Then it was getting to be September, 
we'd get a cool night here and there and 
he'd really get on the muscle and we started 
breezing him. I looked at the calendar and 
said, “You know what? We could make the 
Million” which was crazy because he hadn't 
run since the year before. I knew who was 
around, and thought he could be tough, 
but it could have turned out bad. He could 
have thrown in a clunker.” 


Not a chance. Le Reine's Terms, in his 
first start since finishing third in the race a 
year earlier, won. It was the 40th, and final, 
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start of his career which included 16 wins 
and $804,591 in earnings. 

“That was just magical” Murray said 
of the 2005 win. “Looking at the winnet's 
circle picture now, there wete a hundred 
people in there." 

Retired to the Benders' Glade Valley 
Farm and later Summer Wind Farm, La 
Ronck Terms died in January at age 25. 


On leading sire Not For Love 


The Maryland Million was always meant 
to be about the stallions. Maryland-based 
stallions. No stallion has made a bigger 
impact on the Maryland Million than Not 
For Love. As versatile as a black cocktail 
dress, as potent as a straight-up martini 
and as prolific as Van Morrison, the all- 
time leader towers above all stallions when 
it comes to success on Maryland's biggest 
day, producing 36 wins, 14 better than 
Allen’s Prospect, who towers above the 
next pair Great Notion and Two Punch 
with 13 wins apiece. 

Hall of Famer Shug McGaughey 
trained Not For Love for owner/breeder 
Ogden Mills Phipps. The bay colt by Mr. 
Prospector out of Grade 1 stakes winner 
Dance Numbet won fout races, including 
two allowance races, the first at 1% miles 
on the turf and the second 171 miles in the 
slop 11 days apart at Saratoga in 1994, for 
McGaughey and Phipps. 

“He was a nice kind of horse, just a 
little under the radar, he knocked on the 
door a few times. He was dirt or turf, didn't 
matter," McGaughey said. “Не was pretty 
easy to tell you the truth, just a little under 
the radar winning a stake and being a top 
kind of horse.” 

Richard Golden purchased Not For 
Love after 22 starts for McGaughey/ 
Phipps, with eyes on the stallion shed at 
Northview Stallion Station. Golden sent 
Not For Love to Maryland-based Graham 
Motion who engineered two more allow- 
ance wins but wasn’t able to win a stakes. 
In eight stakes starts for McGaughey and 
Motion, Not For Love managed a third 
in the Bob Harding Stakes at Monmouth 
Park in 1994. He made up for the missing 
piece on the track with an all-encompass- 
ing stud career. 

“Kind of a blocky Mr. Prospector. А 
world of pedigree,’ McGaughey said. “He 
made a really nice stud. I followed him. I 
would have liked to have a few of them. I 
love that he did well down there.” 


Mark Johnston 


Mark Johnston rolled past Mike Smith 
in the 1994 Maryland Million Classic. The 
Maryland-based mainstay hunched over 
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Taking Risks and a grinning Mark Johnston win the 1994 Classic. 


like he was easing one to the pole in the 
morning rather than driving one home in 
the $150,000 feature. Smith, a future Hall 
of Famer, was going nowhere on Glide 
Home, a 10-1 longshot, as Johnston tried 
to temper odds-on favorite Taking Risks. 


“Let him go, let him go, let him go on 
and go,” Smith yelled. 


Johnston let out a sliver of rein on 
King Leatherbury’s charge and it was over. 
Taking Risks drew off to thump Frugal 
Doc by 74 lengths, one of 10 wins for the 
Lakeville Stable runner after Leatherbury 
claimed him for $20,000. The Hall of 
Fame trainer was mad about the Maryland 


Million. 


“Leatherbury never got mad about any- 
thing. I stood up too eatly and got a horse 
beat on the wire one day. You know what 
Leatherbury said? "Well, I had the exacta 
and it paid a lot better with Bailes’ and 
Rocco’s horse on top and we still got the 
condition,” Johnston said. “That day at 
the Maryland Million, he was mad, I went 
too fast and won by too many. “Don’t 
squeeze the lemon? Not with this horse, 
but with the other horses, he could keep 
them at a lower claiming level if he you 
didn't make them look too good." 


Johnston knew the approach and abid- 
ed by it, until Mike Smith stepped into the 
play. 

“Maybe him telling me that is why I 
won by too much,” Johnston said. “How 
do you not listen to Mike Smith? I'm telling 
you, I really didn't let him run that much." 


Taking Risks provided one of eight 
Maryland Million wins for Johnston, still 
seventh on the all-time list, 16 years after 
retiring with more than 3,000 career wins. 

“What a fun day. My mom, my sister, 
sometimes my grandmother would come 
up that day. As a Maryland jockey it was a 
really good day because you could stay on 
most of those horses. When the Preakness 
came around, it was hard to stay on some 
of those horses, when those top guys 
would come to town," Johnston said. “On 
Maryland Million Day, you got to stay on 
those horses and win some nice races. I 
liked Maryland racing. Purses were good, 
you could live in one place all year round, 
you could make a good living and have a 


good lifestyle. I miss it like crazy." 


Maryland's track photographer 


Jim McCue got out of the US. Army 
in 1970, got a job with family friend, Jerry 
Frutkoff, photographer at Timonium, 
went to Laurel Park in the fall and has been 
there ever since. 

"[ was the U.S. Army photographer. 
My parents owned horses back in the 
606, John Lenzini, the old man trained for 
them," McCue said. “Jerry said one day, 
"Whenever you get out of the Army, come 
around. And here I am. How could it get 
any better than this? How many people can 
say they truly love their job?" 

McCue’s 50-year stint includes every 
edition of the Maryland Million, from the 
first one when 20,103 fans walked into 
Laurel to eight spectacles at Pimlico to the 
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record crowd of 26,788 at Laurel in 2007 
to last year's renewal when Forest Fire won 
the Classic. He's seen 3,336 horses com- 
pete from A and Out to Zonda. 

“The first one was so exciting because 
it was really something new. Jim McKay, 
Chick Lang, Billy Boniface, those guys 
wete great, they came up with some great 
ideas," McCue said. “It was a thrill to get all 
the Maryland horses together. It was about 
Maryland. Then everybody else copied it. 
It's always a great day, celebrating Maryland 
racing and Maryland breeding. Maryland 
has been in the game a long time, people 
don't realize what Maryland has contrib- 
uted to the horse industry." 

McCue sweats he doesn't root for the 
owners who order the most photos, but 
he sure knows who they are after all these 
yeats. 

"Probably Country Life. They order 
30 or 40 photos. They were always big,” 
McCue said. “I’m happy to have one of 
the greatest jobs on the racetrack all these 
years. I feel very blessed to have the privi- 
lege of having this job. Nobody bothers 
me, I know what they want before they 
know.” 


Punch Line 


Robin Richards needed company for 
her homebred son of Two Punch. It was 
October 1992. She called Dickie Small and 
asked if she could bring her gray gelding to 
Pimlico to breeze with one of his horses. 

“T had run out of horses to work him 
with at Middleburg,’ Richards said. “At 
that point, I had never even had an allow- 
ance horse.” 

This was no allowance horse. 

Richards and her Belgian friend Laurent 
Goosens arrived at Pimlico and Small 
set up a breeze with Dancing Douglas, 
an unraced son of Dancing Count who 
would go on to win 11 races, including the 
Royal Vale Stakes at Pimlico the following 
summer, and Richards’ homebred. They 
breezed 6 furlongs from the gate. 

It wasn’t even close. 

Back in his tack room, Small called the 
Philadelphia Park entry office and entered 
Dancing Douglas, then handed the phone 
to Richards. 

"Here, Tm entering my horse, you 
might as well enter yours,” he said. 

Richards picked up the phone and 
entered her horse. Punch Line. Gelding. 
By Two Punch. Out of Hilarious Astro. 
Owner/trainer: Althea Johnson (Richards). 
Jockey: Laurent Goosens. 

The day of the race, a tout asked Small 
if he liked his horse. 
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“T like him fine, but he can't even warm 
up that big gray thing,” Small said. 

Punch Line won and paid $83.20. 

"[ was always very proud that I bred 
him and broke him and I was the only 
person on his back until the week he ran,” 
Richards said. 

Punch Line won his next three, includ- 
ing the Harriman Stakes, and wound up 
winning five more races for Richards and 
later Small as trainer, including the Madok 
Stakes at Laurel, the Blue Sword Stakes at 
Aqueduct and the Centennial Handicap at 
Remington Park. Laid up with a chipped 
knee after finishing third in an allowance 
race at Laurel in March 1995, Punch Line 
met up with Billy Turner and really got 
good. At 6, he won the Maryland Million 
Sprint at Laurel in 1996, the first of 12 
wins (seven stakes) for Turner. 

“Punch Line just got better and bet- 
ter. He was a fun horse. He could go in 
8 and change like breaking sticks. Billy 
deserves to be in the Hall of Fame, he 
kept that horse in perfect form," Richards 
said. “Everybody sort of assumed he was 
retired, to come back and win the Maryland 
Million, it was really fun." 

Punch Line retired with 21 wins from 
55 starts for $963,749. 

“T really wanted him to break a million 
dollars," Richards said. “He ran at just 
about every track, with about every jockey, 
from about evety post position. He was a 
huge part of my life for about a decade. He 
was something, his mother had a bunch of 
foals that were absolutely useless. It was 
like he fell out of the sky.” 

Punch Line retired on Richards' Virginia 
farm and is buried near her barn. 


Leah Gyarmati greets jockey Diane Nelson after Flippy Diane won the 1999 Distaff. 





Jockey turned trainer 


Leah Gyarmati was planning on going 
to law school. The former jockey otga- 
nized a meeting with two friends, Jean 
Zorn and Tuli Taylor, attorneys to pick 
their brains about law school. Members of 
Castle Village Stable, they guided Gyarmati 
through the process. 

“T had stopped riding, I had a child, I 
was single, just divorced, I said, Tve got 
to get serious.’ I was going to law school,’ 
Gyarmati said. “We had lunch, they gave me 
some guidance, the timeline, this and that.” 

Then the conversation turned to horses 
and the lawyers lamented that they didn’t 
have any horses for Saratoga. 

“Why don’t you claim a cheap horse?” 
Gyarmati said. 

“Who will train it?" 

“PI train it," Gyarmati said. “TI train it." 

A week later, they had the money. A 
few months later, they had Flippy Diane. 
The daughter of Aaron’s Concorde finished 
second at Saratoga and made her next start 
in the Maryland Million Distaff Handicap. 
Gyarmati's close friend, Diane Nelson, guid- 
ed the gray mate to a front-running score 
over Fine Wood in the $100,000 dirt sprint. 

“She was the first horse I ever trained, 
it was my second start, I broke my maiden 
in a stake,’ Gyarmati said. “Castle Village 
was in its infancy, it was a lot of fun. There 
were a lot of partners there. Diane and I 
drove there together. When you lose, the 
drive home is really long. That day, we were 
on cloud nine. I was like, There goes law 
school." 

Gyarmati learned the game from Hall 
of Fame trainer Allen Jerkens, riding 15 
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Sean's Ferrari hangs on to win the 1987 Nursery for a happy crew on the Pimlico winner's stand 


+ 4 
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(from left) trainer Bill Boniface, Joan Boniface, Jim (McKay) and Margaret McManus, who were 
saluted by race sponsor Jim McManus, the husband of Nancy McManus, one of the winning partners. 


winners from 1997-99. Seven months after 
riding her last race, she was in Rodney 
Jenkins’ barn at Laurel with the favorite for 
the Maryland Million Distaff. 

“I was very nervous. At that time, I did 
everything myself,’ Gyarmati said. “I grew 
up riding show horses, Rodney Jenkins was 
an idol of mine and here I am in his barn. 
He couldn't have been more welcoming 
and helpful to me, I was a nervous wreck. 
It was a fairytale." 

Gyarmati never made it to law school 
and has carved out a 22-year career which 
has yielded 2977 wins, including the Grade 1 
Spinaway, Acorn and Test stakes with 
Sweet Reason, and nearly $17 million in 
earnings. 


Laffit Pincay Jr. 


Tony Matos was a stakes agent. That's 
how Hall of Fame jockey Laffit Pincay Jt. 
still describes his longtime agent. 

Giving Matos a stakes-filled card at 
Pimlico in 1987 was like giving Pete Rose 
the swing sign on a 3-0 count. Matos 
called Billy Boniface, Ron Alfano and other 
Maryland stalwarts to book rides for his 
California stalwart. 

"When it comes to big hotses, he's the 
best, he's sharp, he knows everything," 
Pincay said. “He was after Sunday Silence 
before he ever ran, you have no idea how 
he went after that horse. That day at the 
Maryland Million, he had me on a bunch 
of good horses.” 

Pincay won the Ladies on Gold Glove 
for Boniface and Ivy Dell Farm, won 
the Nursery for Boniface and Jim and 
Margaret McManus (yes, Jim McKay and 
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his wife) and the Turf on Ringing for Ron 
Alfano and the Estate of J.L. Reynolds. 

“Jim McKay was so happy, he was 
really, really nice. One of those days you 
never forget. So many people there, it was 
exciting to have success like that,” Pincay 
said. “It was exciting to ride all those races, 
it was for a lot of money. Jockeys love to 
win stakes races. More money. More pres- 
tige. More colorful. More people. To have 
three wins on a day like that..." 

Pincay came back a year later to win 
the Turf on Master Speaker for Anderson 
Fowler and Buddy Raines. Four wins of a 
record-breaking 9,530. 


The mighty Awad 


Dave Donk traveled to Maryland many 
times in his five years as assistant for Hall 
of Fame trainer Woody Stephens. He was 
at the Maryland Million with Glow in 1986. 
Bred by Claiborne Farm and the Gamely 
Corporation, the son of Northern Dancer 
won the Turf for Sonia Rogers. 

"Glow was a teally cool horse. 5o much 
histoty and great racing in Maryland, there 
wete a lot of Saturdays that somebody 
went to Laurel or Pimlico to saddle a 
horse for Woody, Donk said. “Big day, 
the Maryland Million was one of the first. 
Kudos to Jim McKay and all the others.” 

Six years after Glow, Donk returned 
to the Maryland Million with a maid- 
en turf horse. Awad finished second to 
Silent Testamony in the Maryland Million 
Maiden Turf. Bred and owned by Ryehill 
Farm, Awad broke his maiden in the 
Grade 3 Pilgrim at Belmont Park in his 
next start. At 3, he captured an allow- 








aaa + 
NM 


A‏ انی انااد 
VR, heit A P D‏ 
| )224 
E: мух» bes‏ 
ы ——9 4.1 11‏ ` 
AA‏ 


A 





A national turf star, Awad scores in the 1993 Turf. 


ance at Gulfstream Park, the Lord Avie at 
Gulfstream, the Humphrey S. Finney at 
Laurel, the Grade 1 Secretariat at Arlington 
Park and took the Maryland Million Turf 
in his next start. 

“I won two races that day, I won anoth- 
er race for Ryehill. Bewarned. She beat the 
boys in a little grass race fot 2-yeat-olds. 
Jorge Velasquez rode both horses,” Donk 
said. “Awad changed my life. I went on 
my own in the beginning of '91, he was 
in the second crop I got in '92. It allowed 
me to be on a national scale, on the front 
page of the Form. He won a lot of races, 
the Arlington Million, the Manhattan, the 
Swotd Dancer, went to Japan twice, the 
Breeders' Cup. Even to this day, horses like 
that, days like that, will never fade away.” 

Awad won 14 races from 70 starts for 
$3.2 million. A son of Belmont Stakes win- 
net Caveat, Awad is one of two horses to 
win a Maryland Million race and sire a win- 
net of a Maryland Million race. Awad's son 
Let Me Be Frank won the Starter Handicap 
in 2008. Cherokee’s Boy won the Nursery 
in 2002 and produced Steady Warrior to 
win the Nursery in 2010. * 
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Lhanks to team, Wet Your Whistle 


overcomes plenty to win stakes at Presque Isle 


Dy Sara Gordon 


tom an outside perspective, Wet Your Whistle's victory in the Karl 


Boyes Stakes at Presque Isle Downs Aug. 17 was just another 
triumph. Another stakes win, another $45,000 added to his earn- 
ings and another return to the winner's circle for owner David Palmer 


and trainer Mike Trombetta. If anyone noticed the nearly 11-month gap 


between his final start last season and his return as a 5-year-old, they prob- 


ably shrugged it off as another effect of the coronavirus pandemic. 


But when it comes to racing, the story 
always goes beyond the numbers on a race 
record and the names in a program. As 
Wet Your Whistle charged across the wire 
on his right lead, he represented the efforts 
of the people behind him who made his 


comeback from a unique injury possible. 


For Palmer, racing has always been a 
consistent piece of his life and an enjoy- 
able venture to share with his family. With 
a Maryland-based breeding and racing 
operation consisting of a broodmare and 
het offspring, along with one or two horses 
of racing age, a highlight for Palmer is his 
annual trip to Keeneland's September year- 
ling sale in search of additions to his pro- 
gram. And in 2016, a Kentucky-bred son 
of Stroll and Winlocs Glory Days in Beau 
Lane Bloodstock's barn caught his eye. 

“Whenever I go to the sale, my first 
stop is always to [Lane’s] barn. I really have 
а lot of respect for their operation, they do 
a great job raising their yearlings,’ Palmer 
said. “So I had him pull all the horses out 
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of the stalls and I came across this average- 
sized dark bay and he happened to have a 
nice shoulder, big hip and nice walk. He 
was just a solid looking individual. [Lane’s 
son-in-law] Michael Orem was pretty high 
on him and thought that Га be able to pick 
him up for a pretty reasonable price.” 

And that’s exactly what happened. 
Palmer paid $17,000 for the prospect and 
eventually sent him to Trombetta’s barn at 
Fair Hill Training Center. 

Making his debut as a 3-year-old, Wet 
Your Whistle broke his maiden on the dirt 
at Laurel Park in July 2018. But six more 
starts without a return to the winner's circle 
forced a reevaluation. 

“We got a little bit down on him,” said 
Palmer. “We weren’t sure what was going 
on, we knew he had a lot of ability, but he 
just couldn’t put it together.” 

Once his issues with steering were 
addressed with changes in equipment and 
his dislike of the dirt satisfied with impres- 


sive wotks on the all-weather track at Fair 


Hill, Trombetta called Palmer to let him 
know it was time to try again, this time at 
Woodbine in Canada. 


Making the final start of his 3-year-old 
season in an allowance on Woodbine’s all- 
weather track, Wet Your Whistle won by 
8/4 lengths going 7 furlongs. The success 
didn’t end there, as the gelding returned 
from a fout-month winter break to kick 
off his 4-year-old season with another 
allowance win at Laurel Park in April 
2019. As another month passed, Wet Your 
Whistle ended up in the winner’s circle for 
a third consecutive time as he won the Get 
Serious Stakes at Monmouth Park. And 
by June, he was returning to Woodbine, 
entered in the Grade 1 Highlander Stakes. 


“Т was just taking a shot,” said Trom- 
betta. “We were looking for races that 
were three-quarters of a mile on the grass. 
Five-and-a-half [furlongs] tends to be a 
little short for him, since he needs a little 
bit of time to get rolling, so we took our 
chances.” 


Wet Your Whistle won his graded stakes 
debut, as he moved from last to first down 
the stretch, Бу 11⁄2 lengths over Extravagant 
Kid. Wet Your Whistle became Palmet’s 
first Grade 1 winner, a few months after 
becoming his first stakes winner. 

"Whistle has given our family some of 
the most exciting moments of our lives 
and to be there when he won the Grade 1 
Highlander was just an amazing experience 
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for everyone involved,” said Palmer. “I 
mean not only was it our first Grade 1 vic- 
tory, but it was also jockey Alex Cintron's, 
which made it even sweeter.” 


What goes up, 
must come down 


After his score in the Highlander, Wet 
Your Whistle headed to Saratoga in August, 
where he finished fourth in the Troy-G3. 

“The turf] was incredibly speed favor- 
ing. He ran his race, but he just couldn't 
keep up with the horses on the lead there,” 
said Palmer. “Mike called me the next 
morning and said Whistle was running a 
temperature. We're not using that as an 
excuse, but you kind of look back on the 
performance and think maybe it was some- 
thing like that or maybe it was the track 
being so speed-biased that day.” 

From there the bad luck followed, as 
Wet Your Whistle dealt with a rough trip in 
the Runhappy Turf Sprint-G3 the follow- 
ing month at Kentucky Downs. Breaking 
from the inside post in a field of 10, he 
clipped heels with a horse in front of him 
and stumbled hard down the hill, before 
steadying and managing to finish seventh. 

“Whistle gets very impatient when he's 
down inside, it's just not his favorite place 
to be. Watching the replay, you'll see him 
tossing his head trying to get to the out- 
side,” said Palmer. “It was just one of those 
races that wasn’t meant to be.” 

From there, the team planned to 
regroup and give their horse some time 
between races. But Wet Your Whistle 
threw another curveball. 

After posting a 5-furlong breeze in 
1:00.20 on the Tapeta Sept. 28, Wet Your 
Whistle came up severely lame and basical- 
ly would not put weight on his right front 
leg. Fair Hill-based veterinarian Dr. Chuck 
Arensberg examined the horse. 

“There was some swelling in the knee 
that morning, so we took a close look, got 
some digital X-rays and saw a really, really 
interesting fracture," said Dr. Arensberg, 

Once the initial radiographic images 
were taken, Arensberg reached out to Dr. 
Michael Ross, a surgical consultant for 
New Bolton Center in Kennett Square, Pa. 
Ross, a member of Penn Vet’s community 
for nearly 36 years, had removed a minor 
ankle chip from a 2-year-old Wet Your 
Whistle in 2017 but this was different. 

When it came to this newest ailment, 
the flex lateral radiographic image (taken 
when the horse’s knee is bent) showed a 
fracture at the bottom of the intermediate 
catpal bone, which sits between the radial 
carpal bone and ulnar carpal bone, in the 


middle of the knee. 
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Top: Wet Your Whistle scores 
Palmer catches up with his stable star, who won the Karl Boyes at Presque Isle Downs in August. 
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Highlander Stakes at Woodbine in 2019. Bottom: Owner David 
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COURTESY DR. CHARLES ARENSBERG, EQUINE VETERINARY CARE, FAIR HILL, MD 


Fig 1 - Flexed lateromedial digital 
radiographic image showing the 
original dorsal-plane component of 
the unusually located fracture of the 
distal aspect of the right intermediate 
carpal bone 


“I didn't know why the horse was so 
lame, but it looked like it was relatively 
straightforward,” said Ross. “[I thought] 
that Га be able to bring the horse in, put 
the horse under anesthesia, do a com- 
puted telegraphic [CT] examination with 
the horse under anesthesia and then put a 
screw in there at least and maybe take out 
little fragments if there were any.” 

However, when Ross received the rest 
of the radiographic images, he realized he 
was dealing with something more com- 
plicated. It was then, with the support of 
Arensberg and Trombetta, that the team 
decided to utilize New Bolton’s standing 
CT unit, one of just a few in the country. 
The advanced diagnostic technology made 
all the difference, as it revealed the com- 
plexity of the fracture and reversed the 
initial plan for surgery. 

“Having the ability to do the standing 
CT allowed me to look at the fracture and 
understand how difficult and what’s called 
comminuted, meaning numerous pieces, it 
was and understand that my initial thought 
about putting the screw in would have 
been a mistake, because I would have put 
the screw right through a fracture line," 
said Dr. Ross. “In other words, the plane 
I would have put the screw in was another 
fracture line that I couldn't see without 
having the added benefit of having the CT 
examination." 

Though it appeared to be a slab frac- 
ture (when the carpal bone splits vertically 
and the front part becomes detached), it 
was actually a unique T-shaped fracture. 
However, the pieces of the bone were 
closely clustered, meaning there were no 
loose pieces around the joint. Despite the 
location being unusual and rare, it was 
advantageous in a way for recovery, as the 
bone was held in place within the joint by 
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Fig 2 - Cross-section (coronal-plane) 
standing computed tomographic 
image of the right carpus showing a 
comminuted fracture of the medial, 
distal aspect of the right intermediate 
carpal bone (ICB). While numerous 
fracture fragments were not displaced 


COURTESY DEPARTMENT OF CLINICAL STUDIES - NEW BOLTON CENTER, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, KENNETT SQUARE, PA (3) 


Fig 3 - Coronal-plane standing 
computed tomographic image of 

the most distal (lower) aspect of the 
comminuted fracture of the right 
intermediate carpal bone showing a 
sagittal plane component of the fracture 
that could not be delineated on digital 
radiographic images. A screw placed 

to repair a fracture in a dorsal plane 
would have inadvertently been placed 





Fig 4 - Dorsal-plane standing computed 
tomographic image of the right carpus 
showing the comminuted nature of the 
intermediate carpal bone fracture with 
at least 2 fracture lines in the sagittal 
plane 


directly through this fracture line 


the bone on the outside and the inside. In a 
sense, there was some degree of stability to 
help hold the pieces together and promote 
healing. 

The radial carpal bone and the third 
carpal bone (below the intermediate carpal 
bone) ate more prone to slab fractures, 
as they endure greater stress. The specific 
bone and location of this fracture gave 
Ross hope that Wet Your Whistle could 
heal better than a horse with the same 
injury in a more common, important bone. 


Though the exact cause of the injuty 
couldn't be determined, Ross had seen 
modeling, meaning there was some scle- 
tosis of the bone that indicated there was 
some pre-existing damage. The unlucky 
trip at Kentucky Downs may have been 
a factor. 


“It used to be thought that the horse 
was happily running down the track, took 
a bad step, and cracked a bone. We now 
know of course that that’s not the case," 
said Ross. “There's almost always pre- 
existing damage that was there before the 
fracture happened. The horse may take a 
bad step, but the fact is he generally takes 
a bad step after he cracks the bone, not 
before." 

Analyzing the initial radiographic 
images, the three-dimensional views from 
the CT scans and the clinical findings, 
Arensberg and Ross worked together on 
the best treatment plan. 


"A lot of people think when you have 
a carpal fracture, surgery is pretty much 
always indicated, but there are always 
options,” said Ross. “Rest is always an 
option” 

In this case, conservative management 
with long periods of rest would offer the 
best outcome. 


A long road ahead 


Palmer sent Wet Your Whistle to Dr. 
Michael Harrison’s Willowdale Farm in 
Reisterstown, Md., for stall rest at the end 
of September. Willowdale is also home to 
the rest of Palmer’s breeding and young 
stock. 

“Dr. Harrison’s son Justin had just 
opened up Farmacy brewing on the prop- 
etty so every Saturday and Sunday my wife 
Meghan and I would take the kids out to 
the barn to see Whistle and feed him car- 
rots, along with a little bit of craft beer,” 
said Palmer. “We knew how difficult it was 
for him to be stuck in the stall, so we did 
out best to keep him healthy and happy.” 

Despite his reputation for being head- 
strong, Wet Your Whistle was the perfect 
patient as he handled the confinement 
and eventually moved on to hand-walking. 
Healing was reflected in his follow-up CT 
scan at New Bolton in November and 
through radiographs Harrison took each 
month. 

“The fracture lines tend to demineral- 
ize before they mineralize, so they almost 
looked more obvious on the follow-up 
CT, but the good news was there was no 
displacement, the structure of the bone 
was intact, there was evidence of healing 
on the margins of the bone and the horse 
was immensely more comfortable,’ said 
Ross. “Even in hard flexion the horse was 
maybe only modestly responsive, so he had 
improved a lot clinically.” 

Ensuring the rehabilitation process 
remained slow and steady, Harrison also 
started the horse on Adequan, an intra- 
muscular treatment of joint dysfunction 
and associated lameness. 

“То succeed, he had to be a horse that’s 
willing to stay in a stall and not get crazy, 
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which he was," said Harrison. “Не was the 
best patient ever.” 


Though most rehabilitation plans would 
have the horse confined to a stall, then 
hand-walked and later turned out in a small 
paddock, Palmer and Trombetta didn't 
want to risk all the progress the knee had 
made if he were to get too excited outside. 
So after consulting with Harrison, hydro- 
therapy at Amazing Grace Rehabilitation 
and Conditioning Center in Parkton, Md., 
became the next step. 


“He was very, very full of energy just 
from being cooped up, but he had no 
muscle tone, there was just nothing,” said 
Sandy Weinreich, owner and manager of 
Amazing Grace. “His mind was going a 
million miles an hour and his body couldn’t 


goa mile an hour.” 


Amazing Grace's aqua treadmill allowed 
Wet Your Whistle to regain his strength 
and muscle, without overloading his heal- 
ing knee. Weinreich’s system can be adjust- 
ed from a dry treadmill to one with up to 
5 feet of water, with the ability to adjust 
the weight-bearing load, temperature, and 
added benefits of epsom and sea salts. The 
straightaway of the aqua treadmill also 
helps produce a symmetrically sound and 
fit horse. 


“The difference between our [tread- 
mill] and swimming in a pool where they 
don’t touch bottom, is when swimming 
in a pool, they pull their head up and their 
back becomes inverted. So although you’re 
getting the endurance, you're not strength- 
ening the topline,” said Weinreich. “Ours 
is height adjustable, so we can adjust it 
to where that particular horse is minimal 
weight-bearing, so their topline gets strong 
and their chest opens up." 


Though he had to be continuously 
reminded to slow down, Wet Your Whiste 
floutished. *Every day he just wanted to 
give me more than I asked him to, and 
I just had to keep reining him in, which 
is unusual because I'm usually pushing 
them." 


The gelding responded so well that he 
only spent six weeks at the center. When 
his team came to pick him up, he passed 
evety test, including flexion and sensoty. 


By mid-April, he was back at Fair Hill. 


Back on track 


Team Trombetta took things slow, eas- 
ing him into training by hand-walking 
around the shedrow, then jogging for a 
month on the track, before steadily work- 
ing up to galloping. More X-rays of the 
knee wete taken to ensute it continued to 


heal. 


| p26-29, WetYourWhistle.indd 4 


"At each stage he was assessed by the 
trainer and veterinarians involved, to make 
sure he could make it to the next step of 
exetcise. You would never increase his 
wotkload without checking to see if he's 
able to tolerate the current workload,” said 
Arensberg. “Зо you'd be looking for heat, 
looking for swelling, looking for lameness 
and he really has not missed a beat.” 

On June 13, Wet Your Whistle record- 
ed his first published work since last 
September, breezing 3 furlongs on the dirt 
at Fair Hill in :39.80. From there he con- 
tinued to progress, working up to breezing 
6 furlongs on the all-weather track as the 
team prepared him for his 5-yeat-old debut 
in the Karl Boyes. And once he made that, 
any previous doubts were erased. 

"He just continues to amaze us," 
Trombetta said. “He broke flat-footed and 
gave evetybody a bit of a head start. 
Running down the backside, you tend to 
lose hope in those kinds of races because 
they’re all good horses that you’re running 
against and somehow, someway he found a 
way to get it done.” 

He won by a length, finishing 6 furlongs 
in 1:09.44. 

“We were absolutely shocked when we 
saw the outcome," said Palmer. “When he 
walked out of the starting gate, our hearts 
just sank, and to see him make that move 
coming up the stretch, it was just unbeliev- 
able. We were just so incredibly excited." 

Wet Your Whistles knee continues to 
appear healthy in X-rays, with no signs of 
lameness or discomfort. Since winning the 
Katl Boyes, he finished sixth in the Laurel 
Dash on the turf at Laurel Park Sept. 7, 
with his recotd standing at 6-0-1 from 15 
careet starts and earnings of $338,153. 

Looking ahead, Palmer says there is a 
chance Wet Your Whistle could take on 
the Woodford Stakes-G2 at Keeneland 
ot the Belmont Sprint Invitational-G3 at 
Belmont Park in October. If he were 
to compete well, the team will consid- 
ег the Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint-G1 at 


Keeneland in November. 


A united front 
In just 11 months, Wet Your Whistle 


overcame a potentially career-ending frac- 
ture in his right knee, neatly seven months 
of rehabilitation, and doubts he'd ever run 
at the stakes level again. But he didn't do 
it alone. 

“One of the things I've learned in my 
career is that what's really important for all 
of this, and everybody involved, is to have 
a good team," said Ross. “It's a team effort 
that often determines whether the horse is 
truly successful or not.” 





Ë 


Wet Your Whistle strolls the Presque Isle 
paddock prior to winning the Karl Boyes. 


As Wet Your Whistle broke from the 
rest of the field down the stretch in the 
Karl Boyes, surging forward on his right 
lead no less, he carried the united front 
of Palmer and his family, Trombetta and 
his team at Fair Hill, Arensberg and the 
Equine Veterinary Care practice at Fair Hill, 
Ross and New Bolton Center, Harrison 
and Willowdale Farm, and Weinreich and 
Amazing Grace. 

“Whats magical is that an owner was 
willing to go to the extent that [Palmer] 
did to give the horse a true shot," said 
Harrison. *So many people get impatient 
ot simply look at the bottom line, dollars 
and cents, and say ‘Eh, Pm not going to 
take that chance because he isn't going to 
come back.’ Well, proof is in the situation 
hete” 

Weinreich was the final step in the reha- 
bilitation process, but passed along credit. 

“They were [all] instrumental in making 
sure they got all the pieces of the puzzle 
and put them together," she said. “They 
didn't just rely on certain people to per- 
form miracles. I think they did their home- 
wotk and they wanted what was truly best 
for that horse. This is a horse that reflects 
what society needs right now, which is 
teamwork." 

When asked what he would have done 
if Wet Your Whistle hadn't been able to 
race again, Palmer was firm. 

“Just turn him out on Dr. Harrison’s 
property. I would keep him,” said Palmer. 
“Нез done so much for us and he doesn't 
owe us anything. He's part of our family, 
you know. He's given us some memories 
that we'll never forget. We're very grateful 
for him. 

“If you do right by the horse, they'll do 
right by you. And he really came back to 
pay us in dividends." * 
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Friendly Success 


Caravel storms to stakes triumph 
for owner, trainer, breeder Merryman 


BY JOE CLANCY. PHOTOGRAPHS BY COADY PHOTOGRAPHY 


to your friends, or something like that 
anyway. 

Kim Brette will periodically call Lizzie 
Merryman about horses. The Pennsylvania 
trainer typically listens, but also just as typi- 
cally passes on adding another Thorough- 
bred to her roster of broodmares, young 
horses and racehorses on the Pennsylvania 
farm or at Maryland’s Fair Hill Training 
Center, 

“She worked for me for a while and 
she’s one of those people I really see eye to 


ТЕ moral of this story? Always listen 








eye with," Merryman said of Brette. “She's 
very sharp and over the years has said, “You 
should get this hotse or you should get that 
horse? And I usually don't listen to her and 
watch the horse go on and be successful." 

For whatever reason, when Brette called 
in the winter of 2016, Merryman listened 
and acted. And more than four years later 
wound up with an undefeated 3-year-old 
filly. Brette was working in Florida as 
a veterinary technician and came across 
4-yeat-old filly Zeezee Zoomzoom. She'd 


won a Saratoga maiden race as a 3-уеаг- 











old, but bowed a tendon at Gulfstream 
Park and owner Amy Tarrant was looking 
for a taket. 

"She's Нее to a good home,” Brette 
said. “I just think she would make you a 
good broodmare." 

“Why?” Merryman asked. 

“T don't know. I just like this filly.” 

“Let me look her up, I'll call you back.” 

Merryman researched the filly, a daugh- 
ter of Congrats and the Exchange Rate 
mare Zee Zee. There was turf, distance and 
some quality in the female family, and the 
filly had brought $80,000 as a yearling and 
$135,000 as a 2-year-old so Merryman fig- 
ured there was at least a chance she'd pro- 
duce quality foals. Mike Gorham trained 
the fillys half-sister, so Merryman called 
him for some background, and slept on it. 

The next day, she called Brette. “You 
know what, I trust your judgment." 

So Merryman took a free broodmare 
prospect, without ever seeing her, and 
then sent her from Florida to Kentucky 
and bred her to Mizzen Mast to get back 
towatd some of that turf ability on the 
dam's side. Zeezee Zoomzoom arrived 
in Pennsylvania in foal, and met her new 
owner—a “free” horse fast approaching a 
$20,000 pricetag after van rides, a stud fee 


































































































Bred, owned and trained by Lizzie Merryman, Caravel runs her winning streak to three in the Lady Erie Stakes. 
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А year later, she produced Caravel—who has more than paid 
for it all. Unraced at 2, the gray filly won her debut on the turf 
at Penn National in June and repeated that performance with an 
allowance win over the same course in July. Next came the Lady 
Erie Stakes on Tapeta at Presque Isle Downs Aug. 24 and Caravel 
blitzed five others including odds-on favorite Owlette, a three- 
time stakes winner in Canada for trainer Wesley Ward. 

The debut was something. Sent off a 28-1 going 5 furlongs, 
Caravel walked out of the gate and was last of 10 through the first 
3 furlongs. She passed a couple by the stretch, but found another 
gear and won Бу 1% lengths in :57.82. Jockey Inoel Beato jetted 
het to the front a month later in the allowance and she led at every 
call in :54.66 while winning by 5% lengths. The course record is 
:54.61, set by the 5-year-old stakes horse Bop in 2002. 

Merryman mulled her options and chose Presque Isle when a 
race at Monmouth rained off the turf, allowance races at Delaware 
Park didn’t fill and Colonial Downs canceled its meet. 

"She's fast, she's fine on Tapeta [one of Fair Hill's two tracks] 
and it's an abbreviated 3-year-old season because we didn't get to 
run all spring," Merryman said. “I figured if I wanted black type 
for my mate, I better strike quickly." 

So she hooked her trailer to her Dodge Ram and headed north. 
It’s seven hours to Presque Isle from Fair Hill. 

“Just me and my girl and my trailer, driving through the 
mountains," the trainer said with a laugh. “We hit storms, it was a 
little scary, but we got there." 

Caravel was the third choice in a field of six led by Ward's filly 
and another Woodbine multiple stakes winner Fast Scene. With 
Pablo Morales up, the Pennsylvania-bred sent them home after 
vying with Bucky's Drama early and kicking away to win by 34 
in 1:10.08. 

Merryman credited exercise rider Danielle Hodsdon, and the 
work of Marshall Kinnamon last year, with helping get the filly 
ready and was mulling other stakes options this fall. Pimlico's 
Hilltop Stakes going a mile Oct. 3 made sense, as did almost 
anything really. Merryman has gotten some offers to sell, and 
will consider placing the filly in the October Wanamaker's online 
catalogue (her daughter Liza is a co-owner of the platform), but 
would be just as happy keeping her. 

“Га like to stretch her out,” Merryman said. “Mizzen Mast gets 
some sprinters, but on her bottom line there isn't a sprinter to be 
found. Exchange Rate, Dynaformer, Danzig, she doesn't have to 
sprint." 

As for Zeezee Zoomzoom, she's stayed with local stallions 
and had three more foals—a 2-year-old filly by Bourbon Courage 
named Tipsy Chatter, a yeatling colt by Great Notion, a 2020 colt 
by Holy Boss—and she's in foal to Great Notion. 

“Shes got the best looking yearling certainly that Гуе ever 
bred and maybe one of the best I’ve ever seen,” said Merryman. 
“Each one is prettier than the one before, she just throws beautiful 
babies.” 

Just like Brette said. 


NOTES: The meet ends Oct. 22, after a late start due to 
Covid-19. Pennsylvania-bred Lawn Dart made the most of her 
three starts—winning July 29, Aug. 11 and Aug. 31 for owner/ 
breeder Triple Threat Stables and trainer Lance Stokes. The 
4-year-old Artie Schiller filly started the mini-streak in state-bred 
allowance company, but went outside those ranks to get two 
mote . . . Neverlookback had also won three at the meet through 
August, all at the $6,250 claiming level, for Jay Lester Wagner and 
trainer Eduardo Rojas .. . Joseph Martin (18 wins) led the trainers’ 
standings through Sept. 10 while The Unstable and Martin 
Brothers were tied atop the owners’ list with five each. Jonathan 
Sheppard had won four as an owner, all with homebreds. * 
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Colonial Downs: [fe Story 





Start/Finish 





Virginia track weathers storms, 
cancels meet early because of Covid 


BY JOE CLANCY. PHOTOGRAPHS BY COADY PHOTOGRAPHY 


you. The Virginia track’s season con- 

sisted of just seven live racing days— 
July 28, 29, Aug. 2, 3, 5 (three races), 9 
and 10—thanks to a combination of fac- 
tors heretofore never contemplated by a 
racetrack. 

Severe heat stopped Opening Day, July 
27. Flooding and saturated racetracks can- 
celed the Aug 4 card and allowed just 
the first three races to go the next day. 
And finally, a Covid-19 outbreak on the 
track stopped the season after Aug. 10. 
Colonial weathered the first two storms, 
but couldn’t outlast the third and ultimately 
decided to cease racing and hope for bet- 
ter—way better—in 2021. 

“We all worked hard and people were 
upset at first which I understood,” said Jill 
Byrne, the track vice president of racing 
operations. “The horsemen were really 
understanding once it set in and given 
everything. We hated to deliver that news 
because we know not having the opportu- 
nity to race was hard.” 

Colonial originally scheduled an 18-day 
season, its second since emetging from 
a four-year closure, and received solid 
support from trainers who either set up 
in the stable area or shipped horses in 
to race. The heat index hit 106 in late 
July so the opener was canceled. Then 
Hurricane Isaias parked itself over much 
of the East Coast and brought torrents 
of rain, high winds, tornadoes, power out- 
ages and flooding. Colonial's infield ponds 
overflowed, and impacted the normally 
mote-than-capable drainage system on the 
turf course. 

Covid struck the final blow, as lead- 
ing jockey Trevor McCarthy tested posi- 
tive along with several others connected 
to the jockey colony—despite restrictions 
preventing jockeys from riding at outside 
tracks. While working with state and local 
health officials, Colonial initiated testing 


C Downs 2020, we hardly knew 
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and other protocols to limit the spread. 
Once the meet was canceled, the mis- 
sion became one of easing the burden 
on horsemen. The stable area held 500 
ot so horses and was home to mote than 
150 people in the backstretch dormitories. 
They had to go somewhere, eventually. 
The track stayed open for training fot two 
weeks as horsemen sped up their time- 
tables to move on to other tracks or head 
back to their home bases. 

“Throughout all of this process, it was а 
collaborative effort," said Frank Petramalo, 
the executive director of the Virginia 
HBPA. “We did everything we could- Jill 
Byrne and Allison De Luca with the track, 
the racing commission through the chief 
stewatd Jack Houghton and the state vet- 
erinatlan Asia Caruthers. We functioned as 
а team. There wasn't any dissent, no matter 
what happened. I was proud of that. There 
was so much cooperation and good spirit 
from everybody involved." 

Petramalo said the HBPA provided 
$500 shipping stipends to 42 trainers, and 
also paid owners and trainers of horses 
who were entered in the canceled cards and 
those who were stabled on the grounds but 
never made it on an overnight $1,050 per 
horse ($250 to the trainer and the standard 
$800 to the owner) The funding came 
from the purse account, and was designed 
to at least ease some of the burden. 

"Obviously it didn't completely com- 
pensate, but it was I think very well 
received and we felt like it was something 
we could ао,” said Petramalo. “We treated 
those horses as though they had run. It's a 
shame because our track surfaces were in 
А-1 condition, we had good support from 
trainers and we were really looking forward 
to a good meet." 

Byrne said some early thoughts involved 
quarantinine for 14 days and then trying to 
run some days in September, but too many 
variables affected that plan. 


"Colonial relies on horses shipping in 
and out, that’s typically how the meet 
works,” she said. “It was going to be 
impossible to try to pull that off any later. 
You couldn’t extend the meet into Septem- 
ber because some of our staff moves on to 
others jobs, horsemen had other options 
and tracks were restricting the movement 
over their jockeys. There really was no 
other choice other than to cancel, as much 
as we didn’t want to.” 


GODSEY GETS STAKES WIN 


Perhaps no trainer represents the spir- 
it of Colonial Downs more than Karen 
Godsey, who aims for the meet every year 
from Eagle Point Farm 40 miles up the 
road in Ashland. She picked up a stakes 
win with What the Beep in the $60,000 
Camptown for Virginia-breds July 29. 
Fourth choice in a field of six under Forest 
Boyce, the homebred made every call a 
winning one while hanging on to score by 
a length over favorite Tan and Tight. 


Godsey barely watched the final stages, 
even though What the Beep had won a 


stakes over the course in 2019. 


“Last year the stars aligned and it was a 
relatively easy race for her and she was the 
horse to beat,” said Godsey. “This year, it 
was her first race back and it came up a lot 
tougher. I told my mom [Virginia HBPA 
treasurer Donna Gilman Dennehy] we 
were going to need her best race. I didn’t 
know she could run like that. She liked her 


winter vacation.” 


What the Beep, a 5-year-old daughter 
of Great Notion and the Purple Comet 
mare Toccoa, won for the fourth time in 
16 starts, while adding the Camptown to 
her 2019 win in the M. Tyson Gilpin Stakes 
at Colonial. Dennehy purchased What the 
Beep’s great-granddam Lanes Above for 
$2,000 in 1989 to start the pedigree line. 

“It’s pretty special,’ said Godsey, who 
sent 22 horses to Colonial for the meet 
and won the single race from eight starts. 
She’d planned on a big finish, or at least 
hoped for one, with the rest of the stable 
but instead packed up the stalls, sent horses 
on to other trainers and returned to Eagle 
Point. 


“T got luckier than most people, I won a 
stake. I have owners who keep horses and 
take care of them all winter and point just 
for this meet,” she said. “It gives oppor- 
tunity to horses that don’t get it anywhere 
else the rest of the year—older horses, 
cheaper turf sprinters, horses who need 
conditions—and they have aspirations to 
go to Colonial and then to get locked out 
after one start or no starts was tough. We 
all understood, but it’s still sad. We went 
through all the emotions—depressed, sad, 
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A grateful Karen Godsey after her mare 
What the Beep won the Camptown Stakes. 


mad-and in the end I guess it just goes 
along with this year." 

And that's not the only thing. 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions on social 
distancing, there was no trophy presenta- 
tion after the Camptown and the track 
shipped the trophy to Godsey. It arrived 
shattered. 

“That's what 2020 is,’ she said with a 
laugh. “That was the icing on the cake." 


NOTES: The Edward P. Evans Stakes, 
also run July 29, went to the Todd Pletcher- 
trained Largent for Twin Creeks Racing 
and Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners. Lazy 
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THOROUGHBRED 
OWNER November 3 - 4,2020 — 
CONFERENCE 


Lane Farms bred the winner, a 4-year- 
old gelding by Into Mischief out of the 
Unbridled mare Life in Seattle. Never 
wotse than second in seven starts, Largent 
won for the fourth time, and added a sec- 
ond in Saratoga's Lure Stakes Sept. 7... 
The Hansel Stakes, for Virginia-bred or 
-certified 2-year-olds, went to Kentucky- 
bred Guillaume for trainer Mike Stidham 
and the DARRS stable of David Ross July 
28. Trevor McCarthy rode the winner. . . 


E 





A 


< d 
EB we 


WHERE 


Hosted by OwnerView and BIOGGHOGISE 





К YOU АВЕ; 
0): OU! 


Зее n aranca is going virtual! 


OW allt © V1 er d | 2W.CC 





Stidham won six faces (from 16 starts) 
to take the training title. Four trainers 
won three times—Pletcher, Ferris Allen, 
Thomas Vance and Jonathan Sheppard ... 
Virginia owner David Ross won the own- 
ers’ crown with his DARRS stable, with 
four wins from 10 starts... McCarthy’s 14 
wins were enough for the jockey champi- 
onship, by three over Boyce ... Laurel Park 
will host five Virginia-bred stakes originally 
planned for Closing Day at Colonial. Ж 
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Charles Town: [he Story 


‘Todd’ has big night 


Texas shipper wins rescheduled Classic 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY COADY PHOTOGRAPHY 





An enthusiastic Carlos Delgado makes a point to the camera as Sleepy Eyes Todd streaks home 


by 7% lengths in the Grade 2 Charles Town Classic. The gray son of Paddy O'Prado led throughout 
while winning for the sixth time in a dozen starts and pushing his career earnings to $591,165. 





Fly On Angel (right) prevailed in a tight finish of the Charles Town Oaks-G3 by clinging to a lead she took 


out of the gate and made last for 7 furlongs while winning by a half-length over Wicked Whisper (blue cap). 
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Queen Nekia dashes home in the Dance to Bristol. 


ushed back from its traditional date 

in April due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, Charles Town Classic 
night nevertheless lit up the West Virginia 
racetrack Aug. 28. 

Thumbs Up Racing's Sleepy Eyes Todd 
arrived from Texas to win the $600,000 
Classic-G2 for trainer Miguel Silva while 
the Charles Town Oaks-G3 went to 
Joe Beseckers Fly On Angel for trainer 
Claudio Gonzalez. 

The 12-race card featured seven stakes 


and total handle of $5,663,061. 


Sunday Diaz Jr. celebrates – big time — as 
he and Relentless Dancer win the Robert Hilton 
Memorial. The Louisiana-bred edged 40-1 
runner-up Pitching Ari by a half-length. 





Bourbon Calling (6) arrived in time to win 
the Russell Road Stakes, his first in a stakes 
and fifth overall. The winner caught Wind of 

Change in the final steps to win by a head. 
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August stakes results around the region 


Monmouth Park 
8/1 Monmouth Oaks-G3 ($200К). 11⁄4s mi. 3YO F. 


Winner: HOPEFUL GROWTH (dk.b./br.f., Tapiture—Maiden America, by Rock 
Hard Ten). B-Phillips Racing Partnership (Ку.). O-St. Elias Stable. T-Anthony 

R. Margotta Jr. J-Antonio Gallardo. Time: 1:45.63. Margin: 4. 2nd: Project 
Whiskey. 3rd: Eve of War. 


9/2 Colleen ($75K). 5 Е Turf. 2YO F. 


Winner: WINK (ch.f., Midshipman—Dancing My Way, by Wildcat Heir). В-Топу 
Citarrella and RAM Racing (Ky.). O-Stonestreet Stables. I- Wesley Ward. J-Antonio 
Gallardo. Time: :56.74. Margin: 3⁄4. 2nd: Flying Aletha. 3rd: Kewpie Doll. 


9/8 Tyro ($75K). 5 F. (Off Turf). 2YO. 


Winner: COUNTY FINAL (ог./го.с., Oxbow—Tapajo, by Tapit). B-Calumet Farm (Ky.). 
O-West Point Thoroughbreds, William Sandbrook and Anna Marie Shannon. 
T-Steven M. Asmussen. J-Joe Bravo. Time: :58.16. Margin: 4%, 

2nd: Spicy Marg. 3rd: Newyearsblockparty. 


8/9 Oceanport ($100K). 17е mi. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: SACRED LIFE (FR) (b.h., 5, Siyouni—Knyazhna, by Montjeu-Ire). 
B-Viktor Timoshenko and Andriy Milovanov (France). O-Michael Dubb, Madaket 
stables, Wonder Stables and Bethlehem Stables. Т-Сһаа C. Brown. J-Paco Lopez. 
Time: 1:42.13. Margin: 4. 2nd: Hawkish. 3rd: Irish Strait. 


8/15 Pegasus ($150K). 1⁄6 mi. 3YO. 


Winner: PNEUMATIC (dk.b./br.c., Uncle Mo—Teardrop, by Tapit). B/O-Winchell 
Thoroughbreds (Ky.). T-Steven M. Asmussen. J-Joe Bravo. Time: 1:44.76. 
Margin: 2%. 2nd: Jesus’ Team. 3rd: Arkaan. 





8/16 Incredible Revenge ($75K). 5% F. (Off Turf). 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: CHALON (b.m., 6, Dialed In—Fall Fantasy, by Menifee). B-J.K. Griggs 
and Linda Griggs (Ky.). O-Lael Stables. T-Arnaud Delacour. J-Paco Lopez. 
Time: 1:05.32. Margin: 1. 2nd: Bronx Beauty. 3rd: Sunny Dale. 





8/22 Philip H. Iselin-G3 ($200K). 174 mi. 3&up. 


Winner: WARRIOR'S CHARGE (dk.b./br.c., 4, Munnings—Battling Brook, by 
Broken Vow). B-Al Shaquab Racing (На.). O- Ten Strike Racing and Madaket 
Stables. T-Brad H. Cox. J-Paco Lopez. Time: 1:43.37. Margin: (1%), 3⁄4. 

2nd (DQ from first): Pirate's Punch. 3rd: Bal Harbour. 





8/23 Get Serious ($75K). 5% F. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: ARCHIDUST (ch.c., 4, Verrazano—Chilling Effect, by Gold Fever). 
B-Wolverton Mountain Farm (Ky.). O-Crawford Farms Racing. I-Steven М. 
Asmussen. J-Hector Diaz Jr. Time: 1:03.17. Margin: head. 2nd: Spikes Shirl. 
3rd: Completed Pass. 





8/29 Eatontown ($150К). 1 Ae mi. (Off Turf). 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: VALIANGE (gr./ro.f., 4, Tapit—Last Full Measure, by Empire Maker). 
B-China Horse Club International Limited (Ky.). O-Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners, 
Martin S. Schwartz and CHC Inc. T-Todd A. Pletcher. J-Nik Juarez. Time: 1:44.25. 
Margin: 1%. 2nd: Gotham Gala. 3rd: Valedictorian. 





8/30 Charles Hesse Ш ($125K). 1’46 mi. Reg. NJ-Bred, 3&up. 


Winner: PRENDIMI (dk.b./br.9., 5, Dance With Ravens—Cigno d'Oro, by 
Tour d'Or). B/O-G. J. Stables (N.J.). T-Luis Carvajal Jr. J-Jorge A. Vargas Jr. 
Time: 1:44.72. Margin: head. 2nd: Golden Brown. 3rd: Love Is Your Name. 





9/30 Eleven North ($100K). 6 F. Reg. NJ-Bred, 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: LIZ’S CABLE GIRL (dk.b./br.m., 6, Cable Boy—Forbidden Isle, by 
Belong to Me). B-Colonial Farms (N.J.). O-TEC Racing (Elliott S. Logan). I- Thomas 
M. Amoss. J-Antonio A. Gallardo. Time: 1:11.63. Margin: 1. 2nd: Blank Paige. 
3rd: Chubofftheoldblock. 





0/30 New Jersey Breeders ($100K). 6 F. Reg. NJ-Bred, 3&up. 


Winner: ROYAL URN (ch.c., 4, Kantharos—Born to Royalty, by King of Kings-lre). 
B-John Bowers Jr. (N.J.). O-Roseland Farm Stable (Bowers). T-Kelly J. Breen. 
J-Joe Bravo. Time: 1:10.56. Margin: 3%. 2nd: Chublicious. 3rd: Regally Irish. 
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Charles Town 


8/28 Charles Town Classic-G2 ($600К). 1% mi. 3&up. 

Winner: SLEEPY EYES TODD (0г./то.с., 4, Paddy O’Prado—Pledge Mom, by 
Wild Rush). B- Two Hearts Farm and Kristen Goncharoff (Ky.). O- Thumbs Up 
Racing. T-Miguel Angel Silva. J-Carlos J. Delgado. Time: 1:50.82. Margin: 71⁄2. 
2nd: Plus Que Parfait. 2rd: Runnin'toluvya. 


8/28 Charles Town Oaks-G3 ($200K). 7 F. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: FLY ON ANGEL (dk.b./br.f., Palace Malice—Runge, by Posse). 
B-Machmer Hall and Haymarket Farm (Ку.). O-Joseph E. Besecker. T-Claudio A. 
Gonzalez. J-Fredy Peltroche. Time: 1:26.15. Margin: 1⁄2. 2nd: Wicked Whisper. 
3rd: Princess Cadey. 





0/28 Dance to Bristol ($150К). 7 F. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: QUEEN NEKIA (dk.b./br.m., 5, Harlington—All Night Labor, by Double 
Honor). B-Porter Racing Stable (На.). O-Ken Copenhaver. T-Saffie Joseph Jr. 
J-Christian Hiraldo. Time: 1:25.54. Margin: 1. 2nd: Lady T N T. 

3rd: Getouttamyway. 


0/28 Robert Hilton Memorial ($100K). 7 F. 3YO. 





Winner: RELENTLESS DANCER (dk.b./br.c., Midshipman—Passion for Words, 
by Benchmark). B-Paul Pruett (La.). O-Paradise Farms Corp., Terry Raymond and 
Jana Wagner. T-Michael J. Maker. J-Sunday Diaz Jr. Time: 1:25.42. Margin: 1⁄2. 
2nd: Pitching Ari. 3rd: Lebda. 


8/28 Russell Road ($1000). 7 F. 3&up. 


Winner: BOURBON CALLING (dk.b./br.9., 4, Dialed In—Bestowed a Star, by 
Aldebaran). B-John W. Phillips and Pamela P. Gartin (Ky.). O-Bourbon Lane Stable 
(J. Hill, M. McMahon) and Six Column Stables. T-lan R. Wilkes. J-J.D. Acosta. 
Time: 1:24.68. Margin: head. 2nd: Wind of Change (Brz). 3rd: Arthur’s 
Hope. 


8/28 Robert G. Leavitt Memorial ($50К). 7 F. Reg. WV-Bred 3Y0. 





Winner: STOWE ANGEL (dk.b./br.f., Warrior's Reward—Lido Lady, by Lido 
Palace-Chi). B-Newborne Farm (W.Va.). O-David М. Raim. T-Jeff C. Runco. 
J-Arnaldo Bocachica. Time: 1:25.87. Margin: 2%. 2nd: Chief Randel. 
3rd: Bright Dawn. 





8/28 Sylvia Bishop Memorial ($50K). 7 F. Reg. WV-Bred 3Y0 F. 


Winner: STAR OF NIGHT (gr./ro.f., Creative Cause—Splendiferous Moon, by 
Malibu Moon). B-Heinz J. Steinmann (W.Va.). O-Huntertown Farm. T-Jeff C. Runco. 
J-Arnaldo Bocachica. Time: 1:26.11. Margin: 5%. 2nd: Boundtobebad. 

3rd: Campania. 


Presque Isle Downs 


8/10 Tom Ridge ($75K). 6 F. 3YO. 

Winner: GUILDSMAN (FR) (b.g., Wootton Bassett—Dardiza, by Street Cry-lre). 
B-S.C.E.A. Haras de Saint Pair (France). O-Qatar Racing. T-Brendan P. Walsh. 
J-Pablo Morales. Time: 1:10.55. Margin: 3. 2nd: So Street. 

3rd: Alfie Solomons. 


8/17 Karl Boyes ($75K). 6 F. 3&up. 


Winner: WET YOUR WHISTLE (dk.b./br.g., 5, Stroll—Winlocs Glory Days, by 
Belong to Me). REH Lane Ill (Ky.). O-Bloomfield Farm. T-Michael J. Trombetta. 
J-Scott Spieth. Time: 1:09.44. Margin: 1. 2nd: Smart Remark. 3rd: Wellabled. 


8/24 Lady Erie ($75К). 6 F. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: GARAVEL (gr./ro.f., Mizzen Mast—Zeezee Zoomzoom, by Congrats). 
B/O/T-Elizabeth M. Merryman (Ра.). J-Pablo Morales. Time: 1:10.08. Margin: 3%. 
2nd: Owlette. 3rd: Bucky's Drama. 





0/31 Satin and Lace ($75К). 6 F. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: INTHEMIDSTOFBIZ (b.f., 4, Fed Biz—Midst, by Closing Argument). 
B-J.D. Stuart and Mueller Farms Inc. (Ky.). O-Contreras Stable and Andrew 
Knapczyk. T-Cipriano Contreras. J-Willie Martinez. Time: 1:08.82. Margin: 1%. 
2nd: Caramel Martini. 3rd: Shanghai Rain. 
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The Right Call 


Rashaan lands Grade 1 Turf Writers 
for Bruton Street-US, Young, Garner 


BY TOM LAW AND JOE CLANCY. PHOTOGRAPHS BY TOD MARKS 


The jockey had been aboard 
Rashaan (Ire) and Redicean (GB) at 
trainer Leslie Young's farm in Unionville, 
Pa., and in both of their most recent starts. 
They got in light in the New York Turf 
Writers Cup-G1 at Saratoga Aug. 20—144 
and 142 pounds, respectively—and were 
considered outsiders to the 160-pound co- 
highweights and Grade 1 winners Moscato 
(GB) and Optimus Prime (Fr). 


Г Garner could have flipped a coin. 


Garner, а 29-year-old Englishman 
who works with Young and her assis- 
tants Brianne Slater and Jordan Thompson, 
weighed the decision for days before the 
25-е Turf Writers. And from the 
sounds of things it took more than a little 
self-convincing. 

“When I got off Redicean after the 
Smithwick I said, “21⁄2 [miles], he wins," 
Garner, clapping his hands, said of that 
races early leader who finished fourth 


behind Moscato, Optimus Prime and 
Gibralfaro (Ire). “I used him too early. I 
tried using his stamina rather than his 
speed, he just kept galloping. I said this 
trip might suit Redicean more, but actually 
it was six of one, half-dozen of the other." 

Garnet opted for the half-dozen in the 
form of Rashaan, an 8-year-old who won 
nine jump races in his native Ireland before 
coming to the United States last year. He 
hadn't run since finishing third, beaten 
13 lengths by Moscato, in the Temple 
Gwathmey in mid-June at Middleburg but 
Garner saw enough at home to feel he 
made the right decision. 

*[ had the choice and I knew his form 
from home,” Garner said. “This horse was 
training so well at home. I just gambled 
and said, Tm confident.” 

Garner made the correct call as Rashaan 
not only got the better of his stablemate by 
2 lengths but the other four runners in the 
best field of jumpers assembled in the 
altered 2020 steeplechase season. 

“Не not easy at all,’ Garner said after 
Rashaan won at 8-1 over Redicean with 





Stablemates Rashaan (left) and Redicean jump early in the New York Turf Writers Cup at Saratoga. 
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second choice Moscato another 374 lengths 
back in third. “He*s got all the ability in the 
world, but he only does it when he wants 
to do it. It's only on his terms. Training him 
at home, if he doesn't want to train in the 
morning, he won't go anywhere. Не% a real 
tricky one.” 


Young, who trains the gelding for own- 
ers Mike Hankin, Charlie Noell and Charlie 
Fenwick’s Bruton Street-US, chalked up 
some of the quirkiness to Rashaan’s intel- 
ligence. She called steeplechasing’s newest 
Grade 1 winner a “thinker.” Rashaan’s 
name actually translates to thinker, or 
counselor, in Arabic. 


Bred by the Aga Khan’s Studs, Rashaan 
raced just once for his breeder and was 
12th of 14 in a maiden flat on the all- 
weather at Ireland’s Dundalk in January 
2015. Purchased for $9,635 by Colin Kidd 
at the Goffs February mixed sale the next 
month, Rashaan turned into a star with 
wins in his first three that year, plus 10 
more on the flat, over hurdles and over 
chase fences topped by Grade 2 scores at 
Down Royal and Fairyhouse, a Grade 3 
chase score at Galway and major starts at 
Aintree and Punchestown. 


Rated 146 over hurdles and 142 over 
chase fences in Ireland, and with few 
options other than Grade 1 tries, Rashaan 
refused at the start in his final Irish try last 
summer before being sold to Bruton Street 
and Young. The chestnut lost both starts 
last fall before starting 2020 with a decent 
third behind Moscato at Middleburg, 


Young considered bringing Rashaan to 
Saratoga for the Smithwick July 23—he 
certainly could have justified a run in the 
21⁄4-mile hurdle stakes after his run in 
Middleburg- but she worried about mul- 
tiple starts at the racetrack setting for the 
gelding who enjoys his nightly turnout. 
And she also worried about landing a rider 
since only nine jockeys were cleared to 
tide in Saratoga due to the coronavirus 
pandemic and restrictions in place by the 
New York Racing Association. 


“We have other jockeys that could come 
but with the restrictions they can't get 
over,” Young said, referring to European 
riders who occasionally make the trip. 
"Bruton Street was very good with it and I 
said, “Listen, he's a thinker.” . . . With him 
you come to Saratoga, to the track, once. 
He's smart. He was checking it all out and 
I just thought the distance would be better 
for him. 


[4 
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"Normally, if there's a crowd, some- 
times with the jumpers they boil over a lit- 
tle because they're not used to it. Rashaan 
lives out evety night. Coming up last night 
was a big deal for him to not have his 
turnout." 


Garner took the early initiative and 
put Rashaan on the lead over the quick 
first jump, around the far turn the first 
time and over the first jump in the stretch 
until Pravalaguna (Fr), a mare trained by 
Jack Fisher for Bruton Street, took over 
the first time past the finish line. She led 
over the third, fourth and fifth fences too 
and through the backstretch with Rashaan 
and Gibralfaro giving chase just ahead 
of Redicean, Moscato and 8-5 favorite 
Optimus Prime. 


Pravalaguna opened up by 1% lengths 
into the stretch. the second time while 
Gerard Galligan and Redicean slipped 
through a slot at the inside into second 
just ahead of Rashaan briefly with the 
favorites still at the back. Garner gave 
Rashaan a couple pats on his neck and 
rubbed his mane as he took the second 
position back approaching the seventh 
fence. Rashaan moved within a length of 
the leader around the clubhouse turn the 
last time and approaching the penultimate 
fence. 


Rashaan took over after Pravalaguna 
made a bit of a mistake at the last. Garnet 
stayed quiet around the turn while 
Gibralfaro and Sean McDermott, who had 
dropped back to last at one point halfway 
through the race, tried to get back into 
it while three wide and to the outside of 
Moscato, Redicean and Optimus Prime. 
Darren Nagle tried to come between 
horses around the turn but any opening 
closed and Optimus Prime dropped back. 
Rashaan and Redicean spurted away from 
the other three into the stretch with the 
former edging away near the finish. 


“The team did a great job with him, 
Garner said. “I ride him every day. He's a 
happy horse and he really enjoyed his work. 
I came here hopeful rather than confident, 
I actually thought the better horse was 
Redicean and thought Га made the wrong 
choice, but he put his best foot forward. 
He's got so much ability and when he 
wants to do it, there's not a lot that will 
get by him." 

Rashaan won in 4:34.20 for his 14th win 
in 46 starts. Redicean, owned by Sharon 
Sheppatd, improved on his third behind 
Snap Decision in the David Semmes 


2 


Memorial at Great Meadow and fourth 
in the Smithwick to be a clear second, 394 
lengths in front of Moscato. 

The $100,000 Turf Writers closed the 
Jump season for championship-level horses, 
as no stakes races were planned for the fall 
season due to a shortage of purse money 
and canceled meets because of the corona- 
virus pandemic. The season included six 
hurdle stakes—all won by Bruton Street 
horses: Moscato in the $50,000 Temple 
Gwathmey in June and $100,000 А.Р. 
Smithwick in July; Snap Decision in the 
$50,000 David Semmes against open com- 
pany in June, and the $55,000 Jonathan 
Kiser and Mickey Walsh novice stakes at 
Saratoga; and then Rashaan’s Turf Writers 
score. 


SARATOGA UPDATE 


Ш Every once in awhile, an American 
hurdle horse sends people scrambling to 
the history books. What’s the longest win- 
ning streak? Who won the most races in a 
row? Did anyone else ever do this? 

We give you Snap Decision—winner 
of seven consecutive races after adding 
Saratoga’s Mickey Walsh Memorial to his 
record for Bruton Street-US and trainer 
Jack Fisher Aug, 19. And we also give you 
Thrice Worthy—winner of nine in a row 
in the 1980s for Will Farish and Jonathan 
Sheppard. So Snap Decision isn’t quite 
there, but he’s close. 

Pointed for the Walsh instead of the 
Grade 1 Turf Writers the next day, Snap 
Decision made it look easy again. He car- 
ried 165 pounds (at least 12 more than 
his rivals), tracked the pace and took over 
at will in the stretch before easing away 
to win by 5% lengths while geared (way) 
down by Sean McDermott. Family Tree 
(GB) finished second with Galway Kid 
(Ire) third. 

А son of Hard Spun and the Unbridled 
mare Salute, Snap Decision lost his first 
two hurdle starts in 2019, but has done 
nothing but win since—a maiden at 
Monmouth Park last July, a Saratoga allow- 
ance, Belmont Park novice stakes, Far Hills 
novice stakes and all three starts this year 
to reach $263,400 over jumps after a 2-for- 
18 flat career for Phipps Stable and Shug 
McGaughey. 

McDermott was as impressed as any- 
body. 

“We rode him a little closer, but the 
ground was also slower from that heavy 
downpour [just before the race],” said 
McDermott, who inherited the ride when 
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Willie McCarthy was injured in a fall June 
13. “When I first rode him, I thought he'd 
be better over 2 miles. He’d probably be 
even better over 3. He's got a turn of foot 
and he also stays. That gear is there at the 
end. I was in fourth gear and I didn't need 
to go to fifth." 

Fisher neatly sent his novice star to the 
Turf Writers against open company, but 
opted for the easier spot as Bruton Street 
had three for the Grade 1 and won it with 
Rashaan. 


Ш Two years ago, Iranistan made people 
watch. And talk. The 4-yeat-old blazed 
into steeplechasing with three consecu- 
tive wins and jumped all the way up to 
Grade 1 company at Saratoga for the A.P. 
Smithwick Memorial and New York Turf 
Writers Cup. He placed in both, behind far 
more seasoned rivals, but hinted at great- 
ness despite missing the rest of 2018 and 
much of 2019 with an injuty. 

He pulled up in his return in the Grand 
National last October and was fourth 
against novice company in November. His 
two starts this year—a fourth and a pull-up 
in open stakes company in June— weren't 
much better. 

And then came another chance at 
Saratoga Aug. 13, and a revelation. In 
with horses rated 130 and below on the 
National Steeplechase Association's handi- 
cap system, Iranistan found his early 2018 
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form and made it stand up —leading for the 
entire 2/16 miles (save a few strides in the 
stretch) and winning by a half-length for 
Hudson River Farm, Jonathan Sheppard 
and jockey Darren Nagle. The $50,000 
race stopped a six-race losing streak dat- 
ing to July 4, 2018 (when he broke his flat 
maiden) and even further back over jumps 
to May 12 of that season. 


The 6-year-old Einstein (Brz) gelding 
controlled the race from the front, with 
crisp jumps and long strides, and saved 
enough to deny a stiff challenge from 
Must See The Doc (GB) late. The lat- 
ter got a head in front in deep stretch, 
but Iranistan fought back to get the win. 
Maccabee was 4/2 lengths back in third. 


“He was very tough at the end when 
he had to be," Nagle said. “Not a lot of 
horses can answer a challenge like that 
after making the running for so long. That 
horse got right to me. He was running. 1 
thought I was cooked. He got upsides 
me, he even got a head in front of me. 


Everything I asked my guy, he gave me.” 


Iranistan did it again 25 days later in 
another 130 handicap, this time carrying 
top weight of 158 pounds and weight to 
seven others. This time, Nagle got the 
long-striding dark bay to rate in second 
behind Bodes Well (Ire) through all nine 
fences before pulling out and taking over 
on the final turn. He rolled through the 


TAS 


FUELED 


stretch, 5/4 lengths clear of New Member 
(Ire) with Go Get the Basil third. Time for 
the 2% miles was 4:33.16, fastest of four 
at the meet. 

Iranistan lost four starts on the flat 
for Sheppard and owner/breeder Crossed 
Sabres Farm, before selling to Ed Swyet's 
Hudson River. The Kentucky-bred won 
his first three over jumps as a 4-yeat-old, 
added a flat maiden win at Delaware Park 
and placed in two open stakes at Saratoga 
before going to the sidelines and sliding 
down the NSA handicap scale with six 
consecutive losses. He's won five ovet 
jumps now, plus one on the flat, with 
$237,110 in earnings and a big supporter 
in Nagle. 

“T remember the first time I sat on him 
when he came up from Gulfstream and I 
was galloping in behind Keri and he just 
locked his jaw and ran straight away with 
me,” Nagle said. "Schooling he ran straight 
away with me over the fences too. He was 
a funny horse to ride and quite tough at 
the beginning, but he has such a good 
heart. He just wanted to run and jump like 
а racehorse. I like that about him. Training 
ot racing, he was so enthusiastic about 
what he was supposed to do and you want 
a horse to be like that." 


Ш The Sheppard barn enjoyed a strong 
Saratoga. In addition to Iranistan, new- 


comer French Light (Fr) made light work 
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of a $48,000 allowance hurdle Aug. 26 for 
owner Irv Naylor. An easy maiden winner 
at Colonial Downs Aug. 10, the 5-year- 
old thumped six foes with another facile 
triumph when stepped up a level against 
non-winners of two. Gerard Galligan rode 
the winner, who ousted Naylot-owned 
entrymate A Silent Player (Ire) by 5% 
lengths with Gaye Breeze (Ire) third. 


Ш Leipers Fork Steeplechasers runner 
Court Ruler (Ire) pulled a mild upset in a 
$48,000 allowance Aug. 12 for Garner and 
the Young Stable. Sent off as the longest 
shot on the board at better than 12-1, the 
6-year-old stalked Global Freedom (GB) 
throughout and then pulled clear in the 
stretch to win by 2 lengths with Zoom 
Zoom Zoe (Ire) third in the race for non- 
winners of two. 

Court Ruler came to the United States 
untaced, and won his debut for a $20,000 
claiming price last fall. He was second in 
a 115 handicap after opening a clear lead 
late in June. 


AUTUMN SEASON UPDATE 


The coronavirus pandemic continues 
to be unkind to American steeplechase 
racing as the fall schedule was reduced to 
seven meets and the overall season will 
feature the lowest purse levels in decades. 

The fall season began Sept. 26 at Shawan 
Downs in Maryland, with three Virginia 
meets remaining for October- Foxfield 
(Oct. 4), Virginia Fall (Oct. 10) and Inter- 
national Gold Cup (Oct. 24), followed 
by November stops at the Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup (Nov. 1), Callaway Gardens in 
Georgia (Nov. 7) and Charleston (Nov. 15). 

New Jersey's Far Hills Races, typically 
the richest and most important day on the 
calendar, won't happen for the first time 
since World War II. The meet offered 
$850,000 in total purses, hosted interna- 
tional competitors and pari-mutuel wager- 
ing in 2019. The 2020 meet was supposed 
to be the 100th, but that distinction will 
instead go to 2021 due to the economic 
realities of not being able to host more 
than 500 people at a public gathering in 
New Jersey and the decreased revenue that 
would come from that. 

Far Hills typically hosts 35,000 spec- 
tators, who fill the sprawling Moorland 
Farms property via the purchase of sold- 
out tailgate spaces starting at $600 apiece, 
sponsor tents and general admission tick- 
ets. That base ensures involvement from 
major corporate entities, and fuels а busi- 
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Winless since 2018, lranistan won two handicap hurdle races at Saratoga 
this summer for Hudson River Farms, Jonathan Sheppard and Darren Nagle. 


ness model that offered the circuit's richest 
putses and supported several charities tied 
to majot healthcare services in the region. 
"We're devastated,’ said Guy Torsiliert, 
co-chair of the meet with Ron Kennedy. 
“We did the same thing everybody else did 
and looked for ways to try to pull it off. In 
the end, it was going to cost us too much 
money and limit our ability to support the 
charities involved and everything else." 

Far Hills neatly pressed on with reduced 
putses and more limited races, but couldn't 
get past the revenue limits that would 
come with the crowd restrictions. 

“With the restrictions in place we would 
have lost a lot of money," Torsiliert said. 
"Running for the good of the game comes 
up, but you can't subject yourself to total 
termination. You can't run in 2020 and 


then knock yourself out for 2021, ’22, '23 
and beyond. We'll be back." 


NOTES: After Saratoga, Fisher and 
Sheppard were tied atop the trainers’ 
standings with 10 wins each. Galligan’s 
eight wins led the jockeys, followed by 
Mikey Mitchell with seven and Garner 
and McDermott with five each... Bruton 
Street’s success put the stable at $252,000 
for the year—more than $100,000 ahead 
of Naylor—with six wins from 13 starts 
... Grade 1 winner Optimus Prime was 
injured at Saratoga and retired by owner 
Rosbrian Farm . . . The fall schedule 
does include timber stakes worth $25,000 
each at the International Gold Cup and 
Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. E 
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STALLION NEWS by Cindy Deubler 


Juba's first winner 


Н?" Henry topped a Juba-sired 
exacta at Charles Town Aug. 15 to 
become the first winner for Taylor Moun- 
tain Farm’s stallion. Juba has 24 foals in his 
first crop, and of his first six starters, four 
hit the board. 

Michael Sterling bred, owns and trains 
Hopping Henry, who held off Allen Can 
Do It the entire 4’2-furlong maiden special 
weight to win by a half length. Finishing 
fourth was another Juba runner, first- 
time starter Just Gets Better. A 2-year-old 
gray gelding out of the Phone Trick mare 
Phone Jazz, Hopping Henry is а half- 
brother to stakes-placed Skylar’s Trick. 


Top Mid-Atlantic 
sires of 2020 


Based on 2020 earnings through Sept. 10 


General earnings 


Sire ГПГЅ wnrs earnings 
Warrior's Reward (Pa)....144 62 $2,379,636 
Jump Start (Pa-deceased) 138 48 2,069,338 
Fiber Sonde (WV) ........ 81 41 1397705 
Flashback (Pa) ......... 100 43 1,391,728 
El Padrino (Pa-deceased) .. 74 28 1,352,273 
2-year-old earnings 
Sire strs — wnrs earnings 
Flashback (Pa) ......... 12 3 $123,441 
TMosler (Md) ........... 10 3 5 
TSocial Inclusion (Ра)...... 8 2 103,055 
Great Notion (Md)........ 8 2 99,934 
TUncle Lino (Pa) .......... 6 3 88,305 
1 Freshman sire 


Juba, а 9-year-old son of Tapit, was а 
multiple allowance winner of $179,105 for 
Centennial Farms, which purchased him 
for $250,000 at Keeneland September. The 
gray became a Twitter sensation with thou- 
sands of followers, who continue to follow 
him as Juba (the Gray) @jubacolt. 

Juba entered stud at Taylor Mountain 
with strong ties to the Charles Town, W.Va., 
farm. His dam, stakes-placed Adoradancer, 


Redeemed returns home 


Multiple graded stakes winner 
Redeemed has been retired from stud 
duty and is now residing at the place of 
his birth, Susie and Wayne Chatfield- 
Taylor’s Morgan’s Ford Farm in Front 
Royal, Va. 

Bred by the Chatfield-Taylors out of 
the Pleasant Tap mare Early Mass and 
sold as a yearling to Jay Em Ess Stable, 
the son of Include earned $832,140 in 
three seasons, winning eight of 13 starts 
from 6 furlongs to 1/2 miles, and counted 
among five stakes wins the historic 
Grade 2 Brooklyn Handicap, Grade 3 
Greenwood Cup (in track record time at 
Parx) and Discovery-G3. 


While at stud at Northview Stallion 
Station in Chesapeake City, Md., he has 
sited to date the earners of more than 
$3.3 million from five crops. His five 
stakes performers include Saint Main 
Event, an earner of nearly $300,000. 


is a half-sister to Taylor Mountain’s long- 
time successful sire Luftikus, a graded 
stakes winner of $479,630. Adoradancer 
is also the dam of Saint Anddan (by A.P. 
Indy), who sold as a yearling at Keeneland 
for $1.85 million and went on to become 
a graded stakes winner and graded stakes 
sire. 

Juba stands for $1,500, with special con- 


sideration to approved mates. 





ОТТ не likes ti Бе аа Susic 
Chatfield-Taylor of the 12-year-old bay 
who has his own paddock and shed. 
"He's an easy guy and we can do anything 
with him." 

His breeders had said they would 
always take him back. “We’ve never had 
a stalion before," said Chatfield- Taylor, 
noting that he is “just another horse." 


Force the Pass sold 


T.K. Kuegler's Wasabi Ventures Stal- 
lions sold Grade 1-winning millionaire 
Force the Pass to Saudi Arabia after 
standing the 8-year-old chestnut son of 
Speightstown one season at Anchor and 
Hope Farm in Port Deposit, Md. 

“We never had any intention of selling 
him, but when the offer came in out of 
the blue from Saudi Arabia, it was just 
too good to pass up," said Kuegler in а 
press release. 

Роге the Pass coveted 57 mares in 
2020. 





omplete statistics on this year’s Mid-Atlantic-bred stakes winners can be found at 
MidAtlanticTB.com, including interactive pedigree, race record, produce record of 


dam, and much more, 


Maryland-bred 


INTRODUCED, cht 2016, by El Padrino— 
Stuttgart, by Cherokee Run. Bred by Sycamore 
Hall Thoroughbreds LLC; owned by Colts 
Neck Stables LLC; trained by Jorge Duarte Jr. 
$85,000 Smart N Fancy $, 51⁄2 fur. (off turf), 
fillies and mares, 4 & up, Saratoga, Aug. 27. 


SELFLESSLY, dk.b./br.f., 2017, by More 
Than Ready—Uniformly Yours, by Grand 
Slam. Bred by George Louis Doetsch Jr.; owned 
by Klaravich Stables Inc.; trained by Chad С. 
Brown. $100,000 Lake George S-G3, 1 mi, 
turf, 3-year-old fillies, Saratoga, Aug. 28. 
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Introduced cruises home easily in Saratoga's 
off-the-turf Smart N Fancy Stakes in late August. 


ADAM COGLIANESE 


New Jersey-bred 


LIZS CABLE GIRL, dk.b./br.m., 2014, 
by Cable Boy— Forbidden Isle, by Belong to 
Me. Bred by Colonial Farms; owned by TEC 
Racing (Elliott S. Logan); trained by Thomas 
M. Amoss. $100,000 Eleven North H, 6 fur., 
registered N.J.-bred filies and mares, 3 & up, 
Monmouth, Aug. 30; 2nd Spruce Fir H. 


PRENDIMI, dk.b./brg,, 2015 Dance With 
Ravens—Cigno d'Oro, by Tour d'Or. Bred and 
owned by G. J. Stable; trained by Luis Carvajal 
Jr. $125,000 Charles Hesse Ш H, 1/5 mi., 
registered N.J.-breds, 3 & up, Monmouth, Aug. 
30; 2nd John J. Reilly H; 3rd Irish War Cry H. 


ROYAL URN, ch.c., 2016, by Kantharos— 
Born to Royalty, by King of Kings (Ire). Bred 
by John Bowers )т.; owned by Roseland Farm 
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STAKES WINNERS continued 


Stable (Bowers); trained by Kelly J. Breen. 
$75,000 John J. Reilly H, 6 fur, registered 
N.J.-breds, 3 & up, Monmouth, July 5; $100,000 
New Jersey Breeders H, 6 fur., registered N.J.- 
breds, 3 & up, Monmouth, Aug. 30; 2nd Irish 
War Cry H. 


Pennsylvania-bred 


CARAVEL, or. /то.Ё., 2017, by Mizzen Mast— 
Zeezee Zoomzoom, by Congrats. Bred, owned 
and trained by Elizabeth M. Merryman. $75,000 
Lady Erie S, 6 fur., 3-year-old fillies, Presque 
Isle, Aug, 24. 


West Virginia-bred 

STAR OF NIGHT, gr./ro.f., 2017, by Creative 
Cause—Splendiferous Moon, by Malibu 
Moon. Bred by Heinz J. Steinmann; owned 
by Huntertown Farm LLC; trained by Jeff C. 
Runco. $50,000 Sylvia Bishop Memorial S, 7 
fur., registered accredited W.Va.-bred 3-year-old 
fillies, Charles Town, Aug. 28. 


STOWE ANGEL, dk.b./br.f., 2017, by 
Warriors Reward—Lido Lady, by Lido Palace 
(Сы). Bred by Newborne Farm; owned by 
David M. Raim; trained by Jeff C. Runco. 
$50,000 Robert G. Leavitt S, 7 fur, regis- 
tered accredited W.Va.-bred 3-year-olds, Charles 
Town, Aug. 28. 


Stewards Ruling – 
West Virginia-bred 


Remy Rocket, the runner-up in the Fancy 
Buckles Stakes rum June 5, was elevated to first 
upon the disqualification of Twirling Owen. 


REMY’S ROCKET, b.m. 2014, Fiber 
Sonde—Remy Doodles, by Grand Slam. Bred 
by Timothy C. Grams and Judith A. Grams; 
owned by Grams Racing Stable LLC; trained by 
Timothy C. Grams. $50,000 Fancy Buckles S, 
412 fur., registered accredited W.Va.-bred fillies 


and mares, 3 & up, Charles Town, June 5. 


MARYLAND THOROUGHBRED AFTERCARE 


Working Closely With: 


e Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance-Accredited Farms 


- After the Races 
• MidAtlantic Horse Rescue 
• Foxie G Foundation 
* New Vocations 
* And Other Organizations 


To provide care, rehabilitation and retraining 
with the ultimate goal of adoption 


Responsible Retirement 
for Maryland's Racehorses 


A joint initiative between: Maryland Thoroughbred 
Horsemen's Association, Maryland Jockey Club, 
Maryland Horse Breeders Association, and Maryland 
jockeys, and Maryland Racehorse owners 





beyondthewire.org 


NEW JERSEY 
EQUINE LAW ATTORNEY 


MATTHEW А. PELUSO, ESQ). 


Representation of owners, trainers and 
jockeys in disciplinary proceedings 
brought before the NJ Racing Commission 
and Office of Administrative Law 
involving license revocation and 
suspension, penalties and fines. 
шин 
Advise апа represent owners апа 
trainers in state and federal court 
disputes relating to the liabilities and 
responsibilities of equine ownership, 
training and racing, including licensing. 
шин 
Drafting of all agreements involved in the 
ownership, training and racing of horses 
шин 


mpelusoesq@live.com 
(609) 306-2595 
www.matthewpelusolaw.com 





A complete state-of-the-art training center with 5/8-mile track, wide indoor gallop, 
European-style walker, round pens, breaking pen, and ample turnout. Offering: 


Layups * Leg-ups * Breaking 


e Training 


Convenient to I-95 in Darlington, Maryland. Contact Corby Caiazzo 410-457-0319 or 443-472-3722 cell 
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Horse Tales 


Ву Rick Abbott 








and hard to describe to a person out- 

side the Thoroughbred industry. It's 
simple enough to say that you act as a bto- 
ker in the purchase and sale of horses but 
even within that definition there are many 
variables; there are public auction sales and 
private transactions, there are syndications 
and partnerships, there are estate dispersals 
and cases involving lawsuits. Sometimes 
you are called upon to appraise one horse 
ot an entire stable of horses and some 
instances, like this one, are a combination 
of several of those functions. 

Some years ago, when Mason Grasty 
was still the head of Fasig- Tipton Midlantic, 
he called and asked if I would like to take 
a ride with him to the Poconos to look at 
some horses. He had received a call from a 
loan officer from the First National Bank 
of Lake Ariel in Hamlin, Pa. 

It seemed that they had made a substan- 
tial loan to a customer who had pledged his 
Thoroughbred holdings as collateral. The 
man fan a string of nursing homes and 
had recently been indicted in federal court 
on a number of counts of Medicare fraud 
along with a long list of other crimes. The 
bankers were nervous about their loan and 
wanted Mason and me to verify the exis- 
tence of the horses. 

We arrived in Hamlin, met the bankers 
and followed them out to the farm where 
the horses were living. Surprisingly, the 
hotses were all in good shape and decently 
cated for. I had feared that we would be 
walking into a bad situation. The bank held 
the papers of the horses so we had cop- 
ies and the owner was cordial and helpful 
as he showed us around the farm and we 
checked tattoos and markings to verify that 
the horses were, indeed, who they were 
supposed to be. 

All of the horses checked out including 
the stallion Pok Ta Pok, who had recently 
been retired from racing. Pok Ta Pok, 
trained by Billy Turner, was a fast son of 
Full Pocket out of Tiy, by Nalees Man. 
He had won three sprint stakes in New 
York including the Bold Ruler-G2 and the 
Roseben-G3 and earned $339,463. 


ТЕ Ше of а bloodstock agent is varied 
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Horse Judgment 


After the inspection, the bankers took 
us to lunch and explained the situation. 
They had loaned the man $500,000 with 
the horses as collateral prior to his indict- 
ment and were thinking of foreclosing on 
the horses since he had stopped paying on 
the loan. We were able to tell them that 
the horses existed but, even our cursory 
inspection indicated that their value was 
much below the half-million they had 
loaned. At this point one of the bankers 
remarked that there was one good thing 
about the whole situation. Mason and I 
looked at each other and, in unison, asked 
what that could be. The banker's reply, “At 
least I didn't make the loan." 

Mason and I collected a small fee for 
our time, drove home and figured that 
would be the end of the story. 

Several months later a call came from 
one of the bankers. They had foreclosed 
on the horses and wanted help to seize 
the horses, take them to our farm, and 
supervise the sale of the horses on behalf 
of the bank. Always up for an adventure, 
I said sure and the bank coordinated with 
the sheriff’s office to have officers there to 
help us in the event of trouble. I arranged 
with my “van guy” Bobby Sloan for two 
tractor-trailers for the appointed day. As I 
was getting ready to drive up to Lake Ariel, 
it occurred to me that I better have shanks 
and full hay nets as I doubted that the 
owner would be cooperative. We always 
had a pile of old halters left over from the 
sales which we kept in bundles of 10 so I 
threw four bundles in the truck. 

The owner was completely unprepared 
for the arrival of sheriffs, bankers, horse 
vans, and a bloodstock agent. He blew a 
gasket, screaming and yelling at the bank- 
ers and sheriffs but his particular ire was 
directed at me. A sheriff stayed between 
him and me at all times. After his anger 
began to play out he came up with his 
final gamut, “You can take the horses but 
the halters are mine.” When I pulled the 
bundles of halters out of my truck the 
anger ramped right back up. 

We started loading the horses and tag- 
ging them for identification. Even a couple 


of the sheriffs who had experience helped 
with the process. Sloan, an old hippie 
from the '60s mentioned that these sher- 
iffs seemed like pretty good guys. I said, 
“Bobby, this is the first time you and the 
sheriffs have been on the same side.” 

The only glitch in the process was the 
absence of Pok Ta Pok. Apparently, the 
owner was not completely surprised by our 
arrival and had shipped the most valuable 
of his equine assets elsewhere. Over the 
next year or so, either the bank or I would 
get wind of his location but, by the time 
we got there with the correct paperwork, 
Pok Ta Pok would be gone. Finally, the 
bank decided to cut their losses and called 
off the search. 

The sale of the horses was hampered by 
the fact that, other than Jockey Club cer- 
tificates, we had no paperwork to speak of. 
No stallion service certificates, no breed- 
ing dates and, in some cases, we didn’t 
even know the dams of the young horses, 
none of whom had been registered. We 
were able to sell some of the mares in 
Timonium as “pasture bred between Feb. 
1 and June 30 and believed to be in foal to 
Рок Та Рок.” Somehow, we found homes 
for the rest. 

One evening, several years later, Dixie 
and I were having dinner with a good 
friend. She was accompanied by a man 
that she had just begun dating. He turned 
out to be a federal Court of Appeals Judge 
for the Third Circuit. He knew nothing 
about horses and was desperately trying 
to keep up with the conversation. Finally, 
he brightened and told us that he was sit- 
ting on a case involving Thoroughbreds. 
It seemed that the defendant was charged 
with bank fraud in connection to a loan. 
As part of the collateral he had pledged a 
stallion. He presented the bank with a bill 
of sale stating that he had paid $150,000 
for the horse when, in fact, he had paid less 
than half of that amount. 

Dixie and I looked at each other and 
I said, “And the horse’s name is Pok Ta 
Pok.” 

Somewhat taken aback, the judge said, 
“Oh dear, I think I had better stop ш” 


Editors Note: Pok Ta Pok eventually stood 
at stud in Pennsylvania for a number of years and 
sired 117 foals, 39 winners and the earners of 
more than $1.5 million. 
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October designated 
Maryland Horse Month 


ctober is officially the month to celebrate 
horses in Maryland as the Maryland Horse 
Month campaign kicks off with an array of 
livestream events, behind-the-scenes and edu- 
cational webinars, travel guides and more. 

For the first time, Maryland’s most exciting 
equestrian events will be held within the same 
month, including the 145th Preakness Stakes 
at Pimlico (Oct. 3), The Maryland 5 Star at Fair 
Hill Virtual Event (Oct. 15-18) and the 35th An- 
nual Jim McKay Maryland Million Day (Oct. 
24). Though these events will be held without 
spectators, they will all be available via lives- 
tream on the revamped marylandhorse.com. 

As you visit the site, explore the new event 
calendar featuring all of Maryland's Horse 
Month events, the "learn at home" opportu- 
nities for kids (and adults), the driving col- 
lections of equestrian destinations and activ- 
ities throughout the state, and updated lists of 
farms, stables, trails and shopping venues. 

Whether you're just a horse lover or looking 
to work in the industry, peruse through intern- 
ship and job listings and also fill out an indus- 
try survey, to let us know how you'd like to get 
more involved with Maryland's horses. 

Along with the support of Maryland De- 
partment of Tourism, the Maryland Horse 
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Breeders Association is proud to partner with 
the Maryland Horse Industry Board, Mary- 
land Horse Council, Maryland Jockey Club, 
Maryland Standardbred Breeders Association, 
Cloverleaf Standardbred Owners’ Association, 
Maryland Steeplechase Association, Maryland 
Department of Agriculture, Maryland Thor- 
oughbred Horsemen’s Association, Fasig-Tip- 
ton, The Maryland State Fair, Maryland Mil- 
lion Ltd., Maryland 5 Star at Fair Hill, The Mill, 
Maryland Association for Wildlife Conserva- 
tion, Fair Hill Foundation, The Equiery, Mary- 
land Equine Transition Service, Beyond the 
Wire, Maryland Saddlery, Maryland Agricul- 
tural Education Foundation, Maryland High 
School Rodeo Association, Maryland Horse 
Shows Association, Inc., Trail Riders of Today, 
Maryland Polo Club, University of Maryland 
Extension, University of Maryland, and the 
Maryland Horse Foundation. 

For more information about October is 
Maryland Horse Month, head to: 

® marylandhorse.com 

e visitmaryland.org / horse 

® mpt.org/horse 

















` October is Maryland Horse Month! 
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Selflessly storms home in 
Saratoga's Grade 3 Lake George 


Kaaravich Stables’ Self- 
lessly made every moment 
count in the Grade 3 Lake 
George as she sped down the 
stretch to hit the wire a nose 
ahead of 3-5 favorite Sweet 
Melania at Saratoga Aug. 28. 

Making her third consecu- 
tive start against Sweet Mela- 
nia, Selflessly settled mid-pack 
and made her charge around 
the final turn, going after 
Sweet Melania, who found her 
opening on the inside. Near- 
ing the wire, Selflessly just got 
up, getting the mile on good 
turf in 1:36.06 while defeating 
nine other 3-year-old fillies for 
jockey David Cohen. 

“My team at Belmont has 
had this horse all meet get- 
ting her ready and they really 
did a great job,” said trainer 
Chad Brown. “David stepped 
in today when Irad [Ortiz Jr.] 
couldn’t ride and I’m really 
proud of him. He rode a great 
race and we were happy to 
put him on the horse.” 


Finishing second in her 
debut at Saratoga last Au- 
gust, Selflessly followed up 
with a win in the Miss Grillo 
Stakes-G2 at Belmont Park, 
breaking her maiden and se- 
curing her first graded victory 
all in one step. In November, 
the daughter of More Than 
Ready finished fifth in the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fil- 
lies Turf-G1, as fellow Mary- 
land-bred Sharing won and 
Sweet Melania finished third. 

Selflessly made her soph- 
omore debut in the Wonder 
Again Stakes-G3 at Belmont 
in June. Stumbling at the start, 
she finished last in the field of 
five behind Sweet Melania. 

“The first race of the year I 
was a little disappointed 
watching the race unfold and 
when we got her back to the 
barn, she had some cuts on the 
backs of her legs,” said Brown. 
“She missed some training af- 
ter that race to heal up, so she 
probably had an excuse.” 


Selflessly improved to 2-1-0 
from five starts for earnings of 
$219,000. She was purchased 
as a weanling for $190,000 by 
De Meric Stables, out of the 
2017 Keeneland November 
breeding stock sale. 

Selflessly is the second foal 
out of George Louis Doetsch 
Jr.'s Grand Slam mare Uni- 
formly Yours. The first is mul- 
tiple stakes winner Enchanted 
Ghost (by Ghostzapper), sold 
by Doetsch as a yearling for 


$75,000. She brought $335,000 
at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky’s fall 
mixed sale last year. 

Also out of Uniform- 
ly Yours is the filly Honor 
Yours (Honor Code), sold for 
$100,000 at the 2019 Keeneland 
September sale; a yearling colt 
by Kitten’s Joy, who brought 
$500,000 as a weanling at last 
year’s Keeneland November 
sale; and a weanling colt by 
Kitten’s Joy. She was bred to 
More Than Ready for 2021. га, 


Introduced relishes Saratoga 
mud in Smart N Fancy Stakes 


Untazea by the switch 
from turf to dirt, Introduced 
eased through the rain and 
the mud to take the Smart N 
Fancy Stakes by 34 lengths at 
Saratoga Aug. 27. 

The field of five quickly 
gave way to a two-horse race 
between Peaceful and Intro- 
duced, who broke to the front 
and dueled to the final turn 
through fractions of :2241 
and :44.84. As they turned for 
home, Introduced burst ahead 
to increase her lead and secure 
her second stakes victory. Fi- 
nal time for 5% furlongs was 
1:03.06. 

The 4-year-old daughter of 
El Padrino won for the third 
time in as many starts on dirt 
as she boosted her overall re- 
cord to 6-3-1 from 13 starts, 
with $271,551 earned. 

She finished second in her 
career debut at Saratoga be- 
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fore breaking her maiden by 3 
lengths in Laurel last Septem- 
ber. She ended the season with 
a second in her stakes debut, 
the Stewart Manor at Aque- 
duct, in November. At 3, she 
captured an allowance before 
finishing third in the Stormy 
Blues Stakes, then scored her 
first stakes victory in the Miss 
Disco, all at Laurel. 

This year, the Jorge Duarte 
Jr. trainee has three wins from 
four starts, including back-to- 
back allowance wins at Laurel 
and Delaware. She was fourth 
in Saratoga's Caress Stakes оп 
Aug. 1. 

Bred by Sycamore Hall 
Thoroughbreds, the chestnut 
filly sold for $30,000 at the 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic fall 
sale as a yearling before sell- 
ing for $310,000 as a 2-year-old 
to Charlie Boden, agent. Intro- 
duced is one of eight foals the 


Adam Coglianese/ МУКА 
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Cherokee Run mare Stuttgart 
has produced. All six of the 
mare’s foals of racing age have 
started; four are winners. 


A half-sister to Maryland- 


bred champion Giant Run, 


stakes winner and stakes pro- 
ducer American Victory, and 





MARYLAND FOAL REPORT 


ACCESS TO CHARLIE, by Indian 
Charlie, ch.c, April 30, by 
Mastery. Hillwood Stables 
LLC. Mare to Bourbon Cour- 
age. 

APPLE PIE BABY, by Not For 
Love, b.c., March 17, by Mali- 
bu Moon. Classic Thorough- 
bred 25. 

ARCHARELLA, by Archarcharch, 
ch.f., March 5, by Super Ninety 
Nine. Black Cloud Racing Sta- 
ble LLC. 

ARCH ENEMY, by Arch, dk.b./ 
br.c., April 25, by Kobe's Back. 
Barak Farm. Mare to Super 
Ninety Nine. 

BASEDONATRUESTORY, by 
Broken Vow, gr. /то.с., March 
20, by Dialed In. Country Life 
Farm and Basedonatruestory 
LLC. Mare to Divining Rod. 

BEAU'S TRIP, by Valley Crossing, 
ch.c., June 3, by Freedom 
Child. Mrs. Glennie R. Martin. 
Mare to Divining Rod. 

BEN'S GIRL, by Here Comes Ben, 
ch.c., Feb. 6, by Bandbox. Carl 
Lanier. Mare to Mosler. 

BLISSTIKUS, by Luftikus, b.c., 
March 21, by Mosler. William 
Bayne and Super C Racing. 
Mare to Divining Rod. 

CAP’S VOW, by Broken Vow, 
dk.b./br.f., March 17, by Sky 
Mesa. Dark Hollow Farm and 
John Foster. Mare to Speight- 
ster. 

CAT CHARMER, by Storm Cat, 
dk.b./br.f., March 28, by Mas- 
tery. Dark Hollow Farm. Mare 
to Malibu Moon. 

CONTRADANCE, by Yes It’s 
True, dk.b./br.c., Feb. 9, by 
Hoppertunity. Nick S. Beaver. 
Mare to Hoppertunity. 

CORINNAISE, by Corinthian, 
dk.b./br.c., March 10, by Mor 
Spirit. Country Life Farm. 
Mare to Mosler. 

COURAGE TO CHANGE, by 
Two Punch, b.f., April 26, by 
Divining Rod. Country Life 
Farm. Mare to Mosler. 

DANICA (IRE), by Warrior's Re- 
ward, b.c., March 8, by Divin- 
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ing Rod. Jann Anderson. Mare 
to Divining Rod. 

DEARIE BE GOOD, by Scrim- 
shaw, dk.b. /br.f., March 17, by 
Great Notion. Hillwood Sta- 
bles LLC. Mare to Bandbox. 

DIRIGO, by Pioneerof the Nile, 
b.c., March 5, by Flintshire 
(GB). John Bashore. Mare to 
Divining Rod. 

DISCREET STAR, by Discreet Cat, 
ch.c., Feb. 29, by Friesan Fire. 
Barak Farm. 

DOUKAS, by Kantharos, cht, 
March 12, by Super Ninety 
Nine. LGB Thoroughbreds. 
Mare to Mosler. 

DR. DIAMONDS PRIZE, by 
Pure Prize, b.c., April 15, by 
West Coast. Dark Hollow 
Farm, D. Brown, Davidov 
and Schwaber. Mare to City of 
Light. 

DREAM EXCHANGE, by Ex- 
change Rate, gr./ro.c., Feb. 11, 
by First Samurai. Northwoods 
Stable. Mare to Noble Mission 
(GB). 

EASY MOVER, by Outflanker, 
b.f., Feb. 29, by Divining Rod. 
Country Life Farm. Mare to 
Super Ninety Nine. 

E DUBAI'S HUMOR, by E Dubai, 
b.f., Feb. 14, by Jump Start. 
Randy Ridgely. Mare to Frie- 
san Fire. 

FAZE THE NATION, by Cal Na- 
tion, b.f., March 19, by Mosler. 
Linda M. Walls. Mare to Super 
Ninety Nine. 

FLEET AND FANCY, by Touch 
Gold, b.f., Feb. 16, by Divining 
Rod. Country Life Farm and 
Fleet and Fancy LLC. Mare to 
Divining Rod. 

FLIT, by Not For Love, dk.b. /br.f., 
April 28, by Unified. Dark 
Hollow Farm. Mare to Catali- 
na Cruiser. 

GANSETT, by Jump Start, b.f., 
March 29, by Mosler. Country 
Life Farm, Paul Berube and 
Karen Linnell. Mare to Mosler. 

GLACKETY, by Smoke Glacken, 
dk.b./br.c., April 17, by Mor 


graded stakes-placed stakes 
producer Who's Cozy, Stutt- 
gart has a yearling colt by 
Golden Lad, an April filly this 





Freedom Child colt out of stakes-placed Beau's Trip (by Valley 


year by Madefromlucky and 
was bred back to Madefrom- 
lucky. га, 
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Crossing) is from a family of stakes horses bred by Glennie Martin. 
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From the first crop of Friesan Fire's Grade 1-winning son 
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Army Mule is а colt out of Watrugonnadorosie (Бу Curlin). 


Spirit. Barak Farm. Mare to 
Mosler. 

HELEN LOUISE, by Louis Qua- 
torze, ch.c., Jan. 28, by Free- 
dom Child. Kenneth Lowe Jr. 
Mare to Super Ninety Nine. 

HOT FUN, by Latent Heat, b.c., 
March 2, by Great Notion. 
Randy Ridgely and Gary Rid- 
gely. Mare to McCraken. 

HURRICANE ISABELLA, by 
Prospect Bay, b.c., March 4, by 
Friesan Fire. LGB Thorough- 
breds. Mare to Super Ninety 
Nine. 

IMAGISTIC, by Deputy Minister, 
dk.b. /br.f., Feb. 14, by Divin- 
ing Rod. Country Life Farm 
and Imagistic Broodmare II 
LLC. Mare to Divining Rod. 

IN DAD'S WALLET, by Medaglia 
d'Oro, b.f., March 16, by Mos- 





Uniquely marked Divining 
Rod Mad of Cotton filly 
descends from multiple graded 
stakes winner Valay Maid. 
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Maryland-bred top earners in 2020 


(through September 2) 


. Field Pass 
. Project Whiskey 195,780 
. Majestic Reason 150,000 
. Harpers First Ride . . .134,648 
151615 
126,171 . Double Crown 
123,625 17. Youngest of Five 
120,717 18. Nick Papagiorgio 
119,972 19. Eastern Бау 
118,376 20. Naughty Thoughts 


$307,860 . Alwaysmining 


. Introduced 


. Galerio 

. Sharing 

. Pete's Play Call 
. Artful Splatter 
. Stroll Smokin 

. Plata O Plomo 
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Maryland Flag Horse 
Logo Wear 


Maryland Horse, 


Men's and women's apparel 


and other gift items 


available. 
Buy online at 


MarylandThoroughbred.com 
or call 410-252-2100 


Membership inquiries? 


Member benetfits 
questions? 
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ler. William Bayne. Mare to 
Friesan Fire. 

INDIAN BEAUTY, by Fast Bullet, 
dk.b./br.f., Feb. 14, by Irish 
War Cry. Bryan Minnich. Mare 
to Friesan Fire. 

JOY, by Pure Prize, b.c., April 22, 
by Union Rags. Dark Hollow 
Farm. Mare to City of Light. 

KEEP RIGHT, by Street Cry (Ire), 
b.c., May 2, by Mosler. Coun- 
try Life Farm and Keep Right 
LLC. Mare to Maximus Mis- 
chief. 

KELA'S PRIDE, by Kela, b.c., 
April 8, by Gattopardo. Susan 
H. Wantz. Mare to Super Nine- 
ty Nine. 

MADISON AVENUE, by Quality 
Road, dk.b./br.c., Jan. 31, by 
Malibu Moon. Dark Hollow 
Farm. Mare to Catalina Cruis- 
er. 

MAID OF COTTON, by Partner's 
Hero, ch.f., June 1, by Divining 
Rod. Country Life Farm. Mare 
to Mosler. 

MISSY RULES, by Peace Rules, 
b.f., April 17, by Divining Rod. 
Country Life Farm and Missy 
Rules LLC. Mare to Divining 
Rod. 

MOON VISION, by Pollard’s Vi- 
sion, b.c., April 18, by Mosler. 
Country Life Farm and Moon 
Vision LLC. 

MUSIC TOWN, by Speightstown, 
ch.c., Feb. 23, by Friesan Fire. 
Susan Helene Wantz. 

NO, by Animal Kingdom, b.f., 
Feb. 10, by Unified. Dark Hol- 
low Farm. Mare to Great No- 
tion. 

OUI BEAR, by Rock Hard Ten, 
b.f., Feb. 24, by Air Force Blue. 
Northwoods Stable. Mare to 
The Factor. 

PLACENTIA, by Bernardini, 
dk.b./br.c., May 15, by Mosler. 
Country Life Farm and Placen- 
tia LLC. Mare to Mosler. 

PLUM, by Pure Prize, b.c., April 
28, by Twirling Candy. Dark 
Hollow Farm. Mare to Unified. 

POPLAR SPRINGS, by Tiznow, 
dk.b./br.c., March 31, by Peace 
and Justice. Stephen Smith. 

REAL GOOD TIME, by Hard 
Spun, ch.c., March 8, by Con- 
stitution. Country Life Farm 
and Real Good Time LLC. 

REAPPEARANCE, by Kafwain, 
b.c., March 8, by Divining Rod. 
Kenneth Lowe Jr. Mare to Di- 
vining Rod. 

RED’S ROUND TABLE, by Cu- 
vee, b.c., May 3, by Unified. 
Dark Hollow Farm. Mare to 
Force the Pass. 

REQUESTING, by Giant’s Cause- 
way, b.f., April 17, by Atreides. 
Barak Farm. Mare to Super 
Ninety Nine. 

ROCK SAPPHIRE (KOR), by 
Rock Hard Ten, b.c., Feb. 6, by 
Mosler. Country Life Farm 
and Rock Sapphire LLC. Mare 
to Mosler. 


RUE DE RIVOLI, by Smart Strike, 
b.f., May 6, by Mosler. Country 
Life Farm and Rue de Rivoli 
LLC. 


SAFE JOURNEY, by Flatter, b.c., 
May 3, by Union Rags. Dark 
Hollow Farm. Mare to Twirl- 
ing Candy. 

SAGAMOON, by Malibu Moon, 
b.c., Feb. 7, by Mosler. Country 
Life Farm and Sagamoon LLC. 
Mare to Mosler. 


SCARFIRE, by Friesan Fire, dk.b. / 
br.c., Jan. 24, by Mosler. Smith 
Farm and Stable. 


SERENA'S JOY, by Forestry, b.c., 
May 28, by Palace Malice. 
Warning Drums Racing LLC. 


SHILOH ROAD, by Congrats, 
dk.b./br.c., March 17, by No 
Never No More. Stephen 
Smith. Mare to Klimt. 


SISTER STATE, by A.P. Indy, b.f., 
April 8, by Midshipman. 
Country Life Farm and Sister 
State LLC. Mare to Mosler. 


SKIPPERDEE, by Giant's Cause- 
way, b.c., April 8, by Cloud 
Computing. Barak Farm and 
Dinos Thoroughbreds LLC. 
Mare to Friesan Fire. 


SKY GIVEN, by Sky Mesa, b.f., 
April 5, by Mosler. Susan H. 
Wantz. 


SO FAR AWAY, by Skip Away, 
dk.b. /br.f., March 8, by Divin- 
ing Rod. Betsy B. Mead. Mare 
to Divining Rod. 

SPIN THE BOTTLE, by Hard 
Spun, ch.f., Feb. 8, by Malibu 
Moon. Classic Thoroughbred 
XII. 


STARSONHERSHOULDER, by 
Quiet American, b.c., May 7, 
by Irish War Cry. Dark Hollow 
Farm. 


STARVISTA, by Maclean's Music, 
dk.b./br.f., March 9, by Sharp 
Azteca. Susan H. Wantz. 


STREAK OF HOPE, by Lion 
Hearted, b.c., March 16, by 
Friesan Fire. Donald Straut Jr. 
Mare to Friesan Fire. 


TOASTY, by Polish Numbers, b.f., 
April 20, by Mo Town. Dream- 
time Stables LLC. 


TRENDY WENDY, by Smarty 
Jones, b.c., March 20, by Cloud 
Computing. John Bashore. 
Mare to Super Ninety Nine. 


TWO STARS, by Two Punch, 
dk.b./br.c., May 22, by Divin- 
ing Rod. Country Life Farm 
and Mrs. Glennie Martin. 
Mare to Super Ninety Nine. 


WATRUGONNADOROSIE, by 
Curlin, b.c., May 1, by Army 
Mule. Country Life Farm and 
Watrugonnadorosie LLC. 
Mare to Divining Rod. 


YOUR FLAME IN ME, by Bound- 
ary, dk.b./br.f., March 11, by 
Cross Traffic. Country Life 
Farm and Your Flame in Me 
LLC. Mare to Divining Rod. 
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Lizs Cable Girl returns to form 
in Eleven North Handicap 


EC Racings Lizs Cable Girl, 

trained by Tom Amoss and 
ridden by Antonio Gallardo, 
needed most of the stretch to finally 
collar Blank Paige in the $100,000 
Eleven North Handicap on New 
Jersey Thoroughbred Festival Day, 
Aug. 30, prevailing by a length. It 
was another 13⁄4 lengths back to 
Chubofftheoldblock in third. 


"When I ran her last time, my 
first time running her, she absolutely 
bolted around the turn and recovered 
to get beat only a length [finishing 
second in the Spruce Fir Handicap 
at Monmouth Park on July 4], said 
Amoss. "She didnt negotiate the turn 
well at all that day. We literally have 


spent all of our time since that last race I decided to go to the lead but when I saw Blank 
trying to get her to where she would do things Paige rushing so much to make the lead and 

correctly. I thought the rider did a great job then the horse outside of me [Prancing Warrior] 
with her today of getting her in the right spot, go with her, I'm thinking "why go with them?’ So 


negotiating the turn well, and I thought she I took her back, sat third and put her in the clear 
finished up well. Were very pleased.” when I needed to. 








|. m i 
EQUI-PHOTO, INC. 


Gallardo benefitted from an off-the-pace "She responded really good. I had a feeling 


trip with Lizs Cable Girl. Blank P aige, who we could catch Blank Paige because when she 
dueled throughout the first half mile with moved at the three-eighths I was thinking ‘that’s 
Prancing Warrior, was coming offa 10-month а little early for a horse that has been off almost a 


[ауой. year. Its one year off, even if you have а fit horse. 
This was the second win for Lizs Cable Girl Му filly gave me just what she needed to give 
in the Eleven North Handicap after winning те. 


the race in 2018 and finishing second to Blank 


Bred by Colonial Farms, [175 Cable Girl 
Paige in the 2019 renewal. 


improved her record to 13 wins in 27 starts with 
“I broke good,” said Gallardo. “At one point earnings of $520,475. 
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Ree Farm Stables Royal Urn turned in another sharp 
performance in winning the New Jersey Thoroughbred 
Festival's $100,000 New Jersey Breeders Handicap by a geared- 
down 3% lengths. 


Royal Urn now has two wins and a second, all in state-bred 








Royal Urn sharp in New Jersey Breeders Handicap 


the Irish War Cry but beating Golden Brown and Prendimi 
sprinting in the John J. Reilly prior to that. 


"I was just going to ride him like a typical Jersey-bred and 
just make him run hard but Kelly said to me bes an off-the- 
pace sprinter. Be patient with him around the backside, " said 
winning rider Joe Bravo. "I'm glad I did that because down 
the backside I could have been in front and he might not have 
finished the way he did. The last eighth of a mile the race was 
over and he was just galloping home.” 


Royal Urn covered the 6 furlongs in 1:10.50, with 
Chublicious a distant second. 


Royal Urn, a 4-year-old son of Kantharos, was bred by 
long-time New Jersey breeder John Bowers Jr. 


"On Jersey-bred day, to have an owner win like John 
Bowers, who has been breeding horses for some 30-odd years, 
I couldnt be happier," said Breen. 


"As for this horse, what we've done has worked since we got 
him three starts ago. I followed this horse even when I didnt 
have him last year. Were fortunate that our program with this 
horse has worked. Hes at his best sprinting, I think, and he is 
really on top of his game right now. That was an impressive 


performance.’ 


stakes company, since Kelly Breen took over his training this 
Ф Royal Urn has four wins in 18 starts while earning $222,750. Ð 


year, finishing second to Golden Brown in his last start in 


Prendimi wins Charles J. Hesse III Handicap 
as part of big day for G J Stables 


J Stables homebred Prendimi outlasted Golden Brown 

in a stretch-long duel to capture the $125,000 Charles J. 
Hesse III Handicap by a head, the featured race on the New 
Jersey Thoroughbred Festival Day card. 


Prendimis win was the first of consecutive wins for the 
longtime New Jersey breeder and owner as Our Man Luke 
broke his maiden in the following race. Predimi and Our Man 
Luke are out of the multiple stakes-winning New Jersey-bred 
Tour d'Or mare Cigno ФОго, who earned over $372,000 in her 
career for the same connections. 


Trainer Luis Carvajals gut instinct to change jockeys and 
go back to Jorge Vargas Jr. proved to be the right one and gave 
Prendimi his third career stakes win. 


“We changed jockeys because Jorge Vargas rode him in 
Maryland and he did very well with him going long [finishing 
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second by a half-length in the 9-furlong Maryland Million 
Classic at Laurel last October]; said Carvajal. “I always 
thought we could beat Golden Brown. Hes a nice horse but 
I always had it in my mind that we could beat him if he was 
ridden the right way.” 


"I made the race just us and Golden Brown; said Vargas. 
"I knew he was the horse to beat. I was able to time my move 





when I needed to and keep Golden Brown inside of us and it 
worked out. 


"Both horses fought through the stretch. He kept digging 
in. I knew Golden Brown was not going to give in easily so I 
had to get just a little more from my horse.’ 


Prendimi has five wins, seven seconds and four thirds from 
22 career starts with earnings of $342,020. 


John Bowers Jr. honored as Breeder of the Year 


ohn Bowers Jr. has been named by the Thoroughbred Breed- 

ers and Owners Association (ТОВА) as the 2019 Breeder of 
the Year in New Jersey. John was honored during ТОВА$ 35th 
annual National Awards Dinner which was held virtually from 
НШ “т Dale at Xalapa Sept. 26. 


Horses bred by John Bowers won 11 of 73 starts and 
earned $576,914 in 2019. Among the successful runners 
John bred was Valedictorian, a winner of three of eight starts. 


The daughter of Temple City out of the Smart Strike mare 
Smart N Classy won the Suwannee River Stakes-G3 and Sand 
Springs Stakes at Gulfstream Park and Eatontown Stakes-G3 at 
Monmouth Park for earnings of $339,330 in 2019. 


Valedictorian was honored by the Thoroughbred Breeders 
Association of New Jersey as Horse of the Year, champion 
older female and champion turf runner in 2019. 


Nine-day Meadowlands-At-Monmouth Park meet 
to be added to racing schedule for October 


A nine-day Meadowlands- 


at- Monmouth Park meet will be 


The stakes schedule for the Meadowlands-at- Monmouth Park meet 


added to the Thoroughbred racing October 3 Virgil “Buddy” Raines S — $75,000 3 and up 51⁄2 furlongs (Turf) 

calendar starting on Preakness Day, 

Saturday, Oct. 3, pending regulatory October 4 Nownownow S $150,000 2 YO 1 mile (Turf) 

approver October 7 Lady's Secret 5 $100,000 F&M 3 and up 1Ив miles 
Live racing will be held Oct. 3 

Anda at Monmouth Park and then October 10 Monmouth S (G3) $150,000 3 and up 1% miles (Turf) 

every Wednesday and Saturday for October 12 Born to Run S $100,000 2 YO 5 1⁄2 furlongs (Turf) 

the remainder of the month. There 

will also be a special Columbus Day October 14 Jersey Shore $ $100,000 3 YO 6 furlongs 

holid Monday, Oct. 

1 А Mild хинин October 17 Dan Horn H* $75,000 3 and up 1Ив miles (Turf) 
The Meadowlands-at-Monmouth October 21 Smart N Classy H* $75,000 F&M 3 and up ] mile 

Ms M та е October 24 Pinot Grigio S* $75,000 F&M 3 and up 5% furlongs (Turf) 


totaling $900,000, highlighted by the 
Grade 3 Monmouth Stakes at 
1% miles on the turf on Oct. 10. 


First race post time throughout 
October will be 12:50 p.m. 


T BA 


FOLLOW or LIKE 
NJBREDS on. 





*Indicates New Jersey-bred Stakes Race 
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Membership Application 


Member Information 


NAME /  ) 00000 0 00000 SS#/FEDERAL 1.0.# 

ADDRESS .—  — - CITY 

STATE = ZIP |— COUNTY 
TELEPHONE: E-MAIL: 


Membership Categories 


|] Breeder А breeder member shall be a person who owns the required 
interest in a broodmare or registered stallion domiciled in New 
Jersey; who submits an application for membership, and pays the 
membership dues. A breeder member shall have voting rights. 


| | Owner An owner member shall be a person who owns a registered New 
Jersey- bred; who submits an application for membership, and 
e pays the membership dues. An owner member will not have e 
voting rights. 


| | Associate An associate member is a person who is interested in owning, 
breeding, or racing horses in the State of New Jersey or in 
fostering economic activity through the breeding, ownership 
and/or racing of horses in the State of New Jersey. An associate 
member will not have voting rights. 


Date: Signature: 


Membership Dues 


A check or money order for $65.00 must accompany this form. Spouses are encouraged to join the TBANJ 
under joint membership status. This fee would total $100.00 per couple. Each spouse must fill out a 
separate form to accompany the payment. Membership will be effective upon receipt and will be in 
force each calendar year and must be renewed annually. 


THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY 
265 Hwy 36 
Suite 1R 
W. Long Branch, NJ 07764 
(732) 542-8880 Fax: (732) 490-6732 
email: njbreds@gmail.com 
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President's 
message 





ongratulations goes out to Dr. E. 

Clinton Lowry for being the 2019 
NCTA Breeder of the Year. This an- 
nouncement comes rather late in the 
year because I failed to make it known, 
not only to the organization's members, 
but to Clint as well. I guess I was keeping 
it a secret or maybe a surprise. I am just 
glad I got to him before TOBA did! 

Wow, nine winners this reporting pe- 
riod! Congratulations to the winning 
horses? North Carolina connections, 
Nancy Shuford, Caroline Cooper and 
Frank Batten. Did you notice that Drip 
Brew, bred in North Carolina by Frank 
Batten, broke the track record at Prairie 
Meadows in her race on July 27? After 
cutting back in distance, she is back to 
her winning form we came to know last 
year. According to her stats, in 2019 she 
ranked eighth by wins in North America 
(includes U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico) 
with eight out of 13 starts. 


North Carolina 
Thoroughbred Association 


(910) 261-7595 
www.ncthoroughbred.com 
ncthoroughbred@gmail.com 


P.O. Box 76, Fayetteville, NC 28302 


Rebecca Montaldo, president 


Joanne Dew, secretary 
Jimmy Teal, treasurer 


Directors: 
Elizabeth Houck 
Vince Mathews 

Chris Stiller 
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October 2020 


Racing Recap 


Saints Marching (Flashback—Wicked 
Cricket, by Chapel Royal) won by ЗИ 
lengths at Finger Lakes July 27 for breed- 
er, Nancy Shuford. Running in a waiver 
claiming race, the 4-year-old gelding ran 
six furlongs in 1:13 flat on a fast track in 
his first race off an eight-month layoff. 


Drip Brew (NC) (Yes It’s True—Sono- 
rous, by Unbridled’s Song) not only won 
by 1% lengths July 27 at Prairie Meadows 
but set the track record for breeder, Frank 
Batten. Running in a Starter Allowance, 
the 6-year-old mare ran this 2-furlong 
race in 19:93, blowing the field away from 
the start. 


Adari (Graydar—Chambray, by Alpha- 
bet Soup) won Aug. 1 at Prairie Meadows 
for breeder, Nancy Shuford. The 4-year- 
old filly ran 5% furlongs on a fast, dirt 


Whoops, I made an error in reporting 
in the August edition of the newsletter 
and need to make a correction. I incor- 
rectly reported that the 2020 filly bred by 
Art Bauer, Hartful Hope (Central Bank- 
er—She's Stylish, by Posse), was a NY- 
bred. Iam happy to correct that error and 
inform you that she is a North Carolina- 
bred. Her new owner, Mr. G. Echkardt 
and her veterinarian, Dr. Sage, have both 
joined as members of the NCTA. A special 
shout out to Art for spreading the word 
about the Association. 

Unfortunately, I saved the sad news to 
the end. Long-time member Kenan Rand 
Jr. crossed the finish line before us at the 
age 94. Founding member Beth Muir- 
head informed me in the following mes- 
sage: 

“T feel a bit like the Grim Reaper hav- 
ing already this summer mourned the 
passing of one of our members, but I can- 


track in 1:05:51 leading from the start and 
winning by a half length. 


Catauga County (Violence—Keep It a 
Secret, by Thunder Gulch) won Aug. 5 at 
Mountaineer for breeder Nancy Shuford. 
The 5-year-old gelding took the 6-furlong 
claiming race on a fast track in 1:12:46, 
winning by a nose. 


Keota (Lonhro-Aus—Mystic Mama, by 
Scat Daddy) won Aug. 6 at Saratoga for 
breeder Nancy Shuford. The 5-year-old 
mare ran the starter allowance going 5% 
furlongs on a firm turf course in 1:02:95, 
winning by 1Z lengths. 


Tench (Majesticperfection—Biorra, by 
Smoke Glacken) won Aug. 7 at Gulf- 
stream Park for owner Caroline Cooper- 
Check Racing. The 4-year-old gelding ran 
in an allowance/optional claiming (not in 


not let the death of another go unre- 
marked. I refer to W. Kenan Rand Jr. who 
died in August at the age of 94 still loving 
his horses and committed to the sport of 
racing. May we all be so lucky. He was al- 
so a partner of mine in his later years and 
I greatly benefited from and enjoyed his 
knowledge, expertise and friendship. He 
is another who leaves the sport of horse 
racing a little poorer and his many 
friends a lot sadder. I am so grateful for 
the memories.” 

We send our condolences and 
thoughts to his family and friends who 
loved him most. Hopefully, someone new 
to horse racing comes along to find the 
big, well-worn shoes Kenan left behind at 
the track. May they fill them with the 
same amount of love, enthusiasm and 
dedication he showed for the sport and 
the horses. /Rebecca Montaldo 
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for a tag) going 5 furlongs on a firm turf 
course in :54:91 and winning by a neck. 


Dirty Dangle (Not This Time—Cham- 
bray, by Alphabet Soup) won at first ask- 
ing Aug. 16 at Woodbine for breeder Nan- 
cy Shuford. The 2-year-old filly won the 
maiden special weight at 5 furlongs on 





Nancy Shuford-bred Keota won a Saratoga starter allowance Aug. 6. 


Drip Brew (NC) (Yes It's True—Sono- 
rous, by Unbridled's Song) added another 
win Aug. 21 at Prairie Meadows for breed- 
er Frank Batten. The 6-year-old mare 
once again blew her field away in a start- 
er allowance, getting 2 furlongs on a fast 
dirt track in :20:59 while winning by 1% 





Lauren King/Coglianese Photography 
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Tench got up to win a Gulfstream Park allowance Aug. 7. 


Commander's Intent (Strong Man- 
date—Sister Chelsey, by Chelsey Cat) 
won Aug. 26 at Delaware Park for breeder 
Nancy Shuford. The 3-year-old, chestnut 
gelding ran the 6-furlong claiming race 
on a fast track in 1:12:27 while scoring by 
three-quarters of a length. 




















the all-weather track in :57:96, winning lengths. 
by a head. 
Hitting the Board 
July 26 — August 25 
Date Horse Track NCTA Connection Result 
Finger Lakes Bred by Nancy Shuford WINNER! 
Prairie Meadows Bred by Frank Batten WINNER 
Colonial Downs - Camptown Stakes Owned by James Jones in partnership 3rd 
Charles Town Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 3rd 
1-Aug Charles Town Bred by Clint Lowry 2nd 
1-Aug Woodbine Owned by Bill Thompson-Maple Leaf Farm 2nd 
1-Aug Adari Prairie Meadows Bred by Nancy Shuford WINNER! 
2-Aug Ellis Park Bred by Nancy Shuford 3rd 
Woodbine Bred & owned by Bill Thompson - Maple Lane Farm 3rd 
5-Aug Catauga County Mountaineer Park Bred by Nancy Shuford WINNER! 
6-Aug Saratoga Bred by Nancy Shuford WINNER! 
Gulfstream Park Owned by Caroline Cooper-Check Racing WINNER! 
Laurel Park Bred by Nancy Shuford 3rd 
15-Aug Engrave Saratoga Bred by Nancy Shuford 2nd 
16-Aug Adari Prairie Meadows Bred by Nancy Shuford 2nd 
16-Aug Dirty Dangle Woodbine R1 Bred by Nancy Shuford WINNER! 
20-Aug Miranda Sofia Gulfstream Park Bred by Nancy Shuford 2nd 
21-Aug Drip Brew (NC) Prairie Meadows Bred by Frank Batten WINNER! 
Danz a Rebel Charles Town Bred by Nancy Shuford 2nd 
24-Aug Commander's Intent | Delaware Park Bred by Nancy Shuford WINNER! 








If any member would like to advertise their stallion on our website, Facebook page and in our newsletter, 


please send information and pictures. It is free to members and $100 to non-members. 
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2019 OHIO CHAMPIONS CELEBRATED AT 
"THE BEST OF OHIO" AT THISTLEDOWN 


he necessary Covid-19 restric- 
tions in the state caused the can- 
cellation of the traditional Ohio 


Thoroughbred Breeders 
Awards Banquet at Darby Dan Farm in 


& Owners 


Galloway. Hoping against hope that re- 
strictions would be lessened as time 
passed, the О.Т.В.О. made secondary 
plans to hold the event at Thistledown, 
but the restrictions remain in place for 
large gatherings. With the help of Direc- 
tor of Racing Patrick Ellsworth, the track 
coordinated public recognition of the 
2019 champions and their connections, 
blended with their “Best of Ohio Series” 
of divisional races. 

Special thanks to trainer Richard Zie- 
linski and Purina Feeds who had coolers 
embroidered for each state champion and 
halters personalized for Stallion and 
Broodmare of the Year. Here are the indi- 
viduals and horses that garnered year-end 
awards. 

Ohio Horse of the Year, Champi- 
on Sprinter and Champion Handi- 
cap Horse- Altissimo. Owned by Nan- 
cy Lavrich and Ronald Zielinski, the 
6-year-old gelding was bred by Nancy 
Lavrich and Niknar Farm LLC and is 
trained by Richard Zielinski. A son of 
Noble Causeway out of Great Goin Rose, 
by Albert the Great, Altissimo made seven 
starts last season with a 4-2-0 record for 
earnings of $307,250, pushing his career 
earnings to $781,638. All four of his wins 
were in stakes races including the 
$100,000 Hockessin at Delaware Park 
earning a 100 Beyer speed figure. Primar- 
ily a main track sprinter, Altissimo сар- 
tured the $75,000 Gendelman Memorial 
going 1116 miles over the Belterra Park 
turf course. Perhaps his best effort of the 
season was a troubled trip in the De Fran- 
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"Team Altissimo" is presented with trophies and cooler after winning in three divisions. 





— 


Altissimo took home top honors 
as Horse of the Year, Champion 
Handicap Horse and Sprinter. 
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cis Memorial at Laurel Park. While mak- 
ing a winning move, he was floated out in 
mid-stretch and had to take back and alter 
course to the inside, only to miss the top 
spot by three-quarters of a length in 1:08. 

Owner of the Year- Ron Paolucci. 
His bright lime green silks were seen in 
winners circles from coast to coast, but 
the native of Stow, Ohio, wins most of his 
races in the state with Ohio-breds. He 
finished ninth in the nation with a record 
of 799-191-144-94 for 
$4,851,390 with an impressive 24 percent 


earnings of 


of his starters in the win column. 

Breeder of the Year—Blazing 
Meadows Farm. Owned and operated 
by Tim and Shawna Hamm, the farm in 
North Jackson garnered $168,721 in 
Breeders Awards alone. The farm 1s also 
home to the graded stakes-winning Na- 
tional Flag in partnership with WinStar 
Farm. The son of popular Speightstown 
bred more mares in the state than any 
other stallion in 2019 and his first foals 
arrived in 2020. 
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Owner of the Year Ron Paolucci brought home over $4.8 million їп purses. 


Stallion of the Year - Mobil. Stand- 
ing at Mapleton Thoroughbred Farm in 
Polk, the now 20-year-old stallion 1s still 
making his mark on the state. A son of 
Langfuhr out of Kinetigal, by Naskra, he 
built a reputation for himself in Canada 
over four seasons of racing amassing 
$1,877,136. A multiple graded stakes 
winner he had a record of 29-12-9-1 and 
the Canadian champion retired to stud 
north of the border before moving to the 
Buckeye State. His offspring have earned 
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Executive Director - John Engelharat 


$12,199,580 and his current leading run- 
ner is Mobil Solution ($470,770), who 
was voted 2019 Champion Accredited 
Handicap Horse. 

Broodmare of the Year—Great 
Goin Rose. While her career was brief, 
Great Goin Rose did manage to win her 
only two starts at 2 and run second in the 
Royal North Stakes at Beulah Park from 
her three trips to the post. She made up 
for her abbreviated on-track career with 
an extended one in the breeding shed 


OTBO OFFICERS 
President—John Royer 
Vice-President—James Fraser 
Treasurer—Bruce Ryan 
secretary—Diane Tieman 


Dr. Tod Beckett 
Steven Chumney 
Daryl Duncan 
Gary Falter 
Tony Fischbach 


where she produced seven foals since 
2010. Her first foal was Uptown Gal 
($140,980), winner of the Norm Barron 
Queen City Oaks and hitting the board 
in three additional Ohio stakes. Her cur- 
rent success story 1s two-time Ohio Horse 
of the Year and Sprint Champion Altissi- 
mo ($811,658). Owner Nancy Lavrich 1s 
keeping her fingers crossed for another 
home run. Great Goin Rose had a filly 
this year by first-season sire Free Drop 
Billy and is in foal to Runhappy. 

Champion  2-Year-Old Filly- 
Moonlit Mission. Owned, bred and 
trained by Charlie J. Williams. Chestnut 
filly by Shackleford—Mooonlit River, by 
Marias Mon; 6-4-0-0 $182,050. 

Champion 2-Year-Old Male- Lib- 
erate. Owned and bred by WinStar Farm 
LLC and Blazing Meadows Farm, trained 
by Tim Hamm. Bay gelding by Gemolo- 
gist—Southern Silence, by Dixie Union; 
5-4-0-0 $206,250. 

Champion 3-Year-Old ЕШу-То- 
tally Obsessed. Owned by Ron Paoluc- 
ci Racing, bred by Schleprock Racing 
LLC, trained by Gary Johnson. Bay filly 
by Tale of Ekati—Dark Obsession, by 
Grand Slam; 16-6-2 $233,627. 

Champion  3-Year-Old Male- 
Diamond Dust. Owned and bred by 
WinStar Farm LLC and Blazing Mead- 
ows Farm, trained by Tim Hamm. Bay 
gelding by Paynter—Radiant Sky, by Le- 
roidesanimaux (Brz); 16-8-5-1 $379,725. 

Champion Handicap Mare & Ac- 
credited Female—Leona’s Reward. 
Owned by Blazing Meadows Farm LLC 
and Michael Friedman, bred by Blazing 
Meadows Farm, trained by Tim Hamm. 
Chestnut mare by Parents Reward— 
Prime Time Dancer, by Montbrook; 
48-19-7-5 $934,056. 

Champion Accredited Male—Mo- 
bil Solution. Owned by Gerald Silver 
bred by Mapleton Thoroughbred Farm 
and trained by Jeff Radosevich. Bay geld- 
ing by Mobil—Perfect Solution, by Seek- 
ing the Gold; 24-7-8-5 $413,020. 


OTBO BOARD MEMBERS 
Bobby McMichael 
Robin Murphy 
Craig Powell 
Chris Rosell 
James Yaegel 
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2020 BEST OF 

OHIO SERIES AT 
THISTLEDOWN А 
HUGE SUCCESS 


n several levels, the formation of 

the Best of Ohio Series of 2020 

can be viewed as a success— from 
the competitors on track to the bettors 
off-track. Thistledown Director of Rac- 
ing Patrick Ellsworth, Racing Secretary 
Hugh Drexler and their staff put together 
a sensational all-Ohio-bred card. The 
five-race undercard had an average purse 
of $29,060. Despite having to run against 
a rescheduled Travers Day stakes-laden 
card, at the end of the day the all-sources 
handle was a sensational $1,134,379. 

The successful partnership of owner/ 
breeders WinStar Farm апа Blazing 
Meadows Farm with Tim Hamm as train- 
er took the two 2-year-old races. The 
barn has several talented juvenile filly 
performers and they split duties with Es- 
planande going against males in the 
$100,000 Best of Ohio Cleveland Kin- 
dergarten at 6 furlongs. She was undefeat- 
ed in two starts and came into the race off 
of a wire-to-wire win in the $75,000 
Hoover Stakes at Belterra Park. 

In the $100,000 Kindergarten she was 
stretching out a half furlong, but the race 
was an almost identical replay of the 
Hoover. Jockey John McKee was depu- 
tized to ride the Hamm trainees and 
when the gates opened, he and Espla- 
nande sprinted from their inside post to 
set the pace. They repulsed the challenge 
of Brig at the half-mile post and then 
withstood a threat from Uptown into the 
lane. McKee shook up his mount with 
right-handed urging and she responded 
willingly to finish with vigor by 4% 
lengths in 1:12.66. Uptown held second 
over Brig. 

Esplanande is a daughter of Daredevil 
out of the Dixie Union mare Southern 
Silence. She is now 3-for-3 with $120,460 
in earnings. (Update: Since this win Es- 
planande ran second in the Grade 1 
$250,000 Spinaway at Saratoga) 
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The $100,000 Best of Ohio Miss Ohio 
looked like a replay of the previous 
race—same owners, breeders, trainer, 
jockey and outcome, only at 5% furlongs. 
Alexandria broke cleanly with McKee 
aboard. They quickly caught Rebel Pow- 
er to take the lead and at the three-eighths 
pole were challenged by Gonnabegood, 
who was second to her in the $75,000 
Jim Morgan Memorial Tah Dah at Bel- 
terra Park. As in their last meeting, Alex- 
andria seemed to relish the challenge and 


under urging entered the stretch 4 lengths 
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Cake Pop and Jose Bracho hold off champion Altissimo at the wire. Е 





n F 


in front and extended her lead to 9, when 
hitting the wire in 1:06.62. 

"She's a real competitor," said McKee 
after the post-race celebration. “I had her 
in hand when that horse came to us and 
she just went into another gear and we 
just galloped to the wire. For a young 
horse, she is very professional. Tim's done 
a great Job with Бег” Finishing in her 
wake were Charlie Williams” stablemates 
Somuchsugar besting Gonnabegood. AI- 
exandria is by the red-hot sire Constitu- 


tion out the Spring At Last mare Spring 


BILY PILGRIM 


Water. Staying undefeated with two stakes 
victories among her three starts, she now 
has earnings of $117, 960. 

The 6-furlong Best of Ohio Honey 
Jay brought together the states best 
sprinters to run for their share of the 
$100,000 purse. After the defections of 
three horses, a field of seven matched 
strides in the most thrilling finish of the 
Series. Ron Paoluccis Dare Day led the 
field for the first half-mile, but company 
was coming after fractions of :21.88 and 
:45.42. Buckeye Bullet, the fast winner of 
the 6-furlong Mike Rowland Memorial, 
went wide to take a short lead. 

Jockey Jose Bracho used a different 
tactic and ducked inside with Cake Pop as 
the leaders seemed to drift out at the top 
of the stretch. Two-time Ohio Horse of 
the Year Altissimo drifted all the way to 
the eight path and dug in determinedly — 
and the race was on! Cake Pop on the 
inside, Buckeye Bullet alongside and AI- 
tissimo on the outside. Bracho went to 
strong left-hand urging and they were all 
out at the wire to last by a neck over AI- 
tissimo who was a half length in front of 
Buckeye Bullet. The finishing time was 
111. 

Trainer Gary Johnson made a critical 
equipment change to Cake Pop when he 
had the 6-year-old gelded in June and 
Cake Pop has since won three in a row. 
Ron Paolucci owns Cake Pop, who now 
sports a record of 39-12-4-8 for earnings 
of $490,465. Cake Pop 15 a son of No- 
tional out of the Prized mare Hey There 
Cupcake and was bred by Penny and М1- 
chael Lauer. 

The $100,000 Best of Ohio Pay The 
Man turned out to be a controversial 
event with the 8-length winner, 3-year- 
old Moonlit Mission, being disqualified 
by the stewards and placed seventh. The 
overwhelming question on the track 
apron was, “Could you see anything the 
winner did?" We'll reserve judgement, 
but here is the official chart from the 
Equibase chart caller: 

MOONLIT MISSION unhurried early 
near the inside, shifted out six wide 
nearing the far turn, drifted in slightly 
while splitting horses, bumped LEO- 
NA’S REWARD as that one was forced 
outward entering that turn, closed rap- 
idly, drifted out to the seven path enter- 
ing the stretch while making the lead 
and drew off to win as much the best. 


CIRCUS RINGS stalked the pace into 
the far turn, made the lead and quickly 
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drew clear, set the pace into the stretch 
then was no match for the winner. LEO- 
NA'S REWARD reared at the start, was 
unhurried while settling four then five 
wide, was bounced around between 
horses and forced outward slightly en- 
tering the far turn causing her rider to 
check then came on again late while no 
threat. TOTALLY OBSESSED close up 
dropped back on the far turn near the 
inside, shifted out to the middle of the 
racetrack entering the stretch and 
came on again late. CALI DREAM reared 
at the start, moved up steadily outside 
into the far turn then failed to sustain 
that bid. GRIZABELLA was through af- 
ter a half. DRILLIT also unhurried, ran 
up оп heels three wide approaching the 
far turn, shifted out bumping rivals, 
checked and faltered. DISTINCTIVE 
FLOWER chased the early pace and 
was through after a half. ROLLIN ALL 
THE WAY moved up between rivals be- 
fore a half then came up empty. TIZ 
WHAT away alertly, set the pace along 
the inside into the far turn then tired. 
THE STEWARD POSTED THE INQUI- 
RY SIGN AND THE RIDERS OF DRIL- 
LIT AND LEONA'S REWARD LODGED 
CLAIMS OF FOUL AGAINST THE RID- 
ER OF THE WINNER FOR INTERFER- 
ENCE AT THE THREE EIGHTS POLE. 
AFTER REVIEW THE STEWARDS DIS- 
QUALIFIED MOONLIT MISSION AND 
PLACED HER SEVENTH. 
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Circus Rings was elevated to the win іп the controversial Рау the Man. 


Owner Charlie Williams has filed an 
appeal with the Ohio State Racing Com- 
mission. 

Obviously, there was a lot going on 
around the turn, but Circus Rings and 
Hector Berrios were clear in front when 
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the chain reaction was occurring. While 
no match for Moonlit Mission, she was 
11% lengths in front of Leona’s Reward. 
When the smoke cleared, the official or- 
der of finish was Circus Rings, Leona’s 
Reward and Totally Obsessed. Moonlit 





Jose Bracho celebrates Mo Dont No's win in the Governor's Buckeye Cup. 
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Missions final time for the 1% miles was 
1:54.82. 

Circus Rings was elevated to her third 
win in 2020 and the 5-year-old mare 
pushed her career record to 24-8-2-2 
with earnings of $225,341. She 1s owned 
by Knights А (о Z Racing LLC and 15 
trained by Valerie Shanyfelt. 

“The sun hasn't set on this boy yet.” 
Two-time Ohio Horse of the Year Mo 
Dont No is 7 years old now, but he proved 
he is not ready to be turned out to pasture 
and became Ohio’s newest millionaire 
with an authoritative victory in the 
$100,000 1%-mile Best of Ohio Gover- 
nors Buckeye Cup. Forewarned shipped 
in from his east coast base where he just 
ran third in Belmont’s Grade 3 Westches- 
ter Stakes. On his last visit to Ohio he was 
a clear winner of the 2019 $150,000 Best 
of Ohio Endurance going the 10-furlong 
distance. He was made the 3 to 5 favorite, 
but you still have to run the race. 

Coming into the race “Mo” had two 
starts against open company and could 
only manage a third place finish in a 
6-furlong sprint. Before the race, owner 
Ron Paolucci stated, “Don’t write ‘Mo’ 
off yet—he 15 training like he was a 3-year- 
old!” Nine horses lined up for the classic 
distance and “Mo” stalked the pace for a 
half-mile, came up to leading Mobil 
Solution at the mile marker and began to 
grind away to a 3-length lead in the 
stretch under Jose Bracho to hold clear 
over I Wanna Win and Forewarned, who 
settled into mid-pack for most of the race 
and was finishing strongly. 

“Mo” relishes the rarely run 1% mile 
distance. He has run the distance eight 
times now and has six wins and a second. 
Trained by Jeff Radosevich he now has 
earnings of $1,047,110 with a lifetime re- 
cord of 43-20-10-3. He 15 a gelded son of 
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Uncle Mo out of Ohio Broodmare of the 
Year Lilah, by Defrere. He was bred by 


Steve DeMaiolo’s Beechwood Racing 
Stable. 
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PA-BRED REMINDERS 


e Early registration: 
Within 365 days of foaling 


eYearling registration: 
Dec. 31 of yearling year 


e Stallion registration: 
Feb. 15 of year breeding 


e Broodmare domicile: 
Dec. 1 or 14 days after a public 
sale or entering state if being bred 
back to PA-sire 


VISIT PABRED.COM 


e Racing and breeding news 
e PA-Bred entries/results 
e Rules, regulations, forms 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Brian N. Sanfratello 
Executive Secretary 
execsec@pabred.com 


Vicky Schowe 
Asst. Exec. Sec. 


701 E. Baltimore Pike, Ste. E 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
Phone: 610-444-1050 
www.pabred.com 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Gregory C. Newell, PE, President 
Robert Graham, Vice President 
Douglas Black, Secretary 
David Charlton, Treasurer 
Richard D. Abbott 
Elizabeth B. Barr 
Glenn Brok 
Peter Giangiulio, Esq. 

Kathryn Goldenberg 
Roger E. Legg, Esq. 

Deanna Manfredi 

Elizabeth Merryman 

Henry Nothhaft 

Katherine А. Rightmyer O'Brien 
Thomas Reigle 

Roberta L. Schneider MD 
Vincenzo Tucciarone Sr. 
Charles Zacney 
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PA Horsemen Loving 
PA-Bred Racing Program 


by Nikki Sherman 


Thirty years ago, а 4-year-old horse who has 
earned six figures would have been a multiple 
stakes winner. In 2020 that is far from the case, 
especially when that horse's connections can 
confidently place him in races that offer bonuses 
like the lucrative Pennsylvania-Bred program. 


Word On a Wing is a prime example, earning 
$156,950 despite never having contested a stakes 
race in eight career starts. 


The PA-Bred son of young sire Winchill has 
practically never finished off the board in eight 
starts, with only a disqualification last fall. Throw 
that race out, and Word On a Wing has a record 
of /-5-1-1 and average earnings per start of over 
$22,000. The gelding notched his first career vic- 
tory by 16% lengths in a maiden special weight in 
February 2019. He also captured his first PA-Bred 
allowance condition, first open allowance, second 
open allowance and second PA-Bred allow- 
ance--an incredible average of nearly 61^ lengths 
per win. Those last two victories have come 
since Parx Racing reopened after the COVID-19 
shutdown. 


"As Pennsylvania breeders, we like to support 
the Pennsylvania program so you try to at least 
get your conditions," notes trainer Kate DeMasi. 
"As far as running out of state [in stakes races], 
| don't think there's a big incentive. You're going 
to probably run against tougher horses and as a 
breeder you're not going to get anything in terms 
of your bonus money." 


Word On a Wing was a welcome face when 
he arrived at Parx last year. He is a third-genera- 
tion member of the DeMasi barn on his mother's 
side and DeMasi also trained his father, Winchill. 
His maternal grandmother Merry Princess was a 
three-time stakes winner in the early 2000s and 
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Word On a Wing 


while his dam Merry's Pegasus, a daughter of 
Fusaichi Pegasus, won but one race (at Atlantic 
City in 2009), she has more than made up for it in 
producing Word On a Wing. 


“My groom rubbed the mother and Winchill so 
he rubbed both parents," says DeMasi. "He's really 
a combination of horses that we've had over the 
years. It's really very exciting to see him develop 
into the horse that he is. [Merry's Pegasus] foaled 
a full sibling this year." 


Merry's Pegasus’ first foal Merry Giant (by 
Red Giant) won three races and her filly Tara- 
firma (by Any Given Saturday) won four including 
a first-level open allowance on the turf at Penn 
National. DeMasi has continued working on Tara- 
firma’s second allowance condition this year. But 
that 2020 full brother to Word On a Wing certainly 
carries the highest hopes for Pewter Stable. 


"| think overall Winchill is doing really well," 
says DeMasi proudly. “[His babies] come to hand 
quickly enough but I think that they benefit from 
a bit more maturity to them. They're smart and 
overall they're fairly correct-looking individuals. | 
think that his babies tend to favor the mothers a 
little bit in terms of the looks. So if you've got a big, 
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rangy mare you're probably going to get a big, 
rangy baby.” 

While Word On a Wing has stayed in 
sprint races on the dirt, his female family is pri- 
marily turf and DeMasi is curious if the gelding 
would handle added ground. 

"Winchill's first winner] You Must Chill 
actually won [on the grass] on the west coast 
and then won the PA-Bred allowance on the 
dirt right before we went on the break with 
COVID. He's the only one | know of that runs 
long. | haven't had any myself yet that | would 
say are routers, although | wonder if Word On 
a Wing would do both. But it's kind of like, if 
it ain't broke don't fix it. l'm a little hesitant to 
go hunting grass for him when he's just fine 
on dirt." 

Other Pennsylvania horsemen have taken 
full advantage of the PA-Bred racing program. 
Wendy Mutnik's homebred Final Shot is a lead- 
er in the Parx standings this season with two 
allowance wins and earnings of over $76,000. 
And in January, Bobby Mosco claimed Admiral 
Abe for $25,000 for Stefcon Racing, then just 
before the shutdown in March snuck in his first 
open allowance victory, ironically just ahead 
of Final Shot. Admiral Abe also has two 2020 
wins and boasts earnings of $77,255. 

"| think the PA-Bred program is great," 
says fellow Parx trainer Ed Coletti Jr., who 








A few words from the 


conditions recent Iroquois Award winners Mid- 
towncharlybrown ($496,548), Midnightcharly 
($354,308) and Dixie Serenade ($339,485). “It 
helps the breeder as well as a person who just 
likes to own horses. The ability to be able to 
win a PA-Bred 1xmc ['A-Other- Than'], then if 
the horse is good enough win the open 1xmc, 
then do it again in the PA 2xmc and open 
2xmc is so helpful for people to be able to 
recoup some of their investment, plus hopefully 
pay the bills on the horse." 

It also helps to have a quality horse with 
plenty of potential and talent. Word On a Wing 
certainly has just that and according to DeMasi 
he has shown that ability and work ethic from 
the very beginning. However with her lifetime 
of experience she knows better than to get too 
excited too early. 

“I've always been a believer that you've 
got to let them take you where they need to 
00,” she notes. "What they do in the morning is 
different than what they show in the afternoon. 
The proof is always in the pudding when they 
get to racing. But | think we always thought 
that he was talented but you never know what 
they're going to be until you get them up 
against the competition. But he kept stepping 
up to the plate every time." 





Executive Secretary 





The revenue numbers for the first couple 
of months are looking very good and the 
Awards, Owner Bonuses and Restricted Races 
never skipped a beat! The economy is on 
its way back and we hope these indicators 
continue to thrive. We thank all of our Breeders 
who hung in with us during these trying times. 
Go РАН 

PA Day at the Races 2020 on Sept. 7 was 
one for the PA-Bred history books. It was a day 
like no other, with some fans and breeders in 
attendance, under strict protocols set up due to 
Covid-19. A global pandemic didn't overshadow 
the excitement of the day that featured five 
$80,000 stakes races. Congratulations to all 
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the competitors! 

We hope to 
continue the high 
spirits and good 
luck from Pennsylvania's Day at the Races into 
the fall months for broodmare domicile. Don't 
miss out on being part of one of the top breed- 
ing programs in the country! 

As a reminder, Broodmare Domicile 
Reports are due to the PHBA by Dec. 1. Brood- 
mares must be in the state by Dec. 1, or within 
14 days of a public sale (60 days if sale outside 
the US). If you're breeding back to a registered 
PA stallion, you must complete the domicile 
report within 14 days of entering the state 


e 








Contact Information: 


State Horse Racing Commission 
Harrisburg, PA e 717-787-1942 


Parx Racing 
Bensalem, PA ® 215-639-9000 


Hollywood Casino at 
Penn National Race Course 
Grantville, PA e 717-469-2211 


Presque Isle Downs & Casino 
Erie, PA e 866-374-3386 







Pennsylvania HBPA 
Grantville, PA e 717-469-2970 


Pennsylvania Thoroughbred Horsemen's 
Association 
Bensalem, PA e 215-638-2012 
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THE PA-BRED PREMIUM 
EARN MORE! 


JOIN THE РНВА 


Whether you are currently a breeder Of 
an owner, or if you are just considering get 
ting involved in this exciting industry, there 
are many reasons to join the РНВА. The 
PHBA is devoted to those involved in Penne 
sylvania's Thoroughbred breeding industry. А 
not-for-profit organization founded in 1948; 
we provide a number of services to meme 
bers, including informational assistance, ed= 
ucational opportunities and a variety of social 
events. 

The goal of the organization is to ad- 
vocate on behalf of the state's breeding 
industry. We are mandated by statute as 
administrator of the Pennsylvania Breeding 
Fund program, and as official registrar of the 
Pennsylvania-Bred roster of eligible program 
participants. 

Working with industry leaders over the 
years, PHBA has achieved several goals that 
have brought reform and benefits to breeds 


ers, owners, racetracks and the public. The 
PHBA is vital to everyone involved in breeding 
throughout Pennsylvania. Your support and 
participation can help Pennsylvania's breed= 
ing industry continue to grow and prosper 


and reside continuously for 60 days through 
foaling. Forms can be found online at www. 
pabred.com. It would be greatly appreciated if 
you can fill out and submit the form online. If 
you are unable to submit the form online, you 
may either print out a report and mail it in, or 
let us know and we'll mail a copy to you. 

Forms have been mailed and emailed to 
our stallion owners to have stallions listed in 
our annual directory. Submissions will be due 
to our office by the end of October. Don't miss 
out on this free service! 
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PA Day at the Races was held on Monday, September 7, featuring five $80,000 stakes races. It was a day unlike any 


otherin past years, but we were happy to be able to celebrate our PA-Breds. We'd like to thank Parx and the PTHA for 
making the day possible. Congratulations to all of the winners on the day and all who participated! 


EE 


3 & up, 6 furlongs 3 & up, 5 furlongs, turf 


1st - Midtowncharlybrown Ist - The Critical Way 
2nd - Midnightcharly 2nd - Smooth B 
3rd - Final Shot 3rd - Admiral Abe 


3 & up, fillies & mares, 11/16 miles, turf 3 & up, 116 miles 


1st - Its a Journey 1st - Wait For It 
2nd - Puca Penny 2nd - Someday Jones 
3rd - Wildcat Cartridge 3rd - Tudox Expectations 


3 & up, fillies & mares, 6 furlongs 


1st - Pink Caddy 
2nd - Sunny Dale 
3rd - Bronx Beauty 
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PA-Bred Fund Statistics: 00 cares 





January 1 through July 31, 2020 


LEADING EARNERS - TOTAL AWARDS 


Breeder Name Breeder Stallion Total Breeder Name Breeder Stallion Total 
Northview Stallion Station Inc. 0 124,807 124,807 Arrowwood Farm Inc. 99,290 0 35,290 
William J. Solomon VMD 63,172 JO 96,911 opring Run Farm LLC 35,226 0 35,226 
Glenn E. Brok LLC 51,053 27,610 78,663 Cavanaugh Breen Farm LLC 34,465 0 34,465 
Blackstone Farm LLC 75,050 0 75,050 Wendy H. Mutnick 33,584 0 33,584 
Pewter Stable 54,156 16,962 71,118 Mary R. Szeyller 32.783 0 92,192 
Fantasy Lane Stable Inc. 50,224 12,/46 62,970 Castle Rock Farm 32,546 0 32,546 
Wyn Oaks Farm LLC 1,227 21,010 98,803 W M T Stables Inc. 32,165 0 32,100 
Thomas G. McClay 0/037 0 97,537 Barlar LLC 22,925 7,495 30,421 
Sylmar Farm Inc. 57,455 0 57,455 Flint W. Stites 20.737 7,073 27.830 
Richard №. Miller 40,054 8,136 48,190 Robert C. Roffey Jr. 25,618 0 25,618 
Patricia L. Chapman 30,751 11,916 42,666 Michael R. Cox 25,401 0 25,401 
Donald L. Brown Jr. ode fü £012 40,082 Richard Simoff 24,448 0 24,448 
LEADING STALLIONS 
Fund Money includes Stallion Awards only 
Stallion Name Stallion Owner / Manager No. of Races Award Total | Stallion Name Stallion Owner / Manager No. of Races Award Total 
Jump Start Northview Stallion Station Inc. 21 72,658 | E Dubai Barlar LLC 16 ТО 
Е Padrino Northview Stallion Station Inc. 86 41,421 | Reflect Times Flint W. Stites 18 1079 
Weigelia Wyn Oaks Farm LLC 80 21,575 | Well Spelled Godstone Farm LP ЭГ 6,805 
Talent Search Glenn E. Brok LLC 62 20,154 | Emperor Tiberius Richard N. Miller 7 6,240 
Albert the Great William J. Solomon VMD 54 17,695 | Mad Flatter Glenn E. Brok LLC do 6,055 
Uptowncharlybrown Uptowncharlybrown Stud LLC 30 16,790 | Any Given Saturday William J. Solomon VMD 40 5,917 
Winchill Pewter Stable 17 16,450 | Wiseman's Ferry Lainey Bug Stables LLC D 9,907 
Partner's Hero Peter Gianglulio 28 12,089 | Toccet Castleton Lyons Inc. 4 5,276 
Smarty Jones Patricia L. Chapman 09 11,916 | Medallist Northview Stallion Station Inc. 16 5,208 
Rimrod George Strawbridge Jr. 19 8,989 | Silver Train Henry В. Nothhaft 18 4,234 
Petionville Everest Stables Inc. 19 8,272 | I| Villano Chuck Russo 14 2:04.41 
Messner Donald L. Brown Jr. 7 7,812 | Offlee Wild William J. Solomon VMD 13 2,693 
LEADING HORSES 
Fund Money includes: PA-Bred Races, Breeder and Stallion Awards and PA-Bred Owner-Bonus Payments 
Breeder Stallion Owner 
Horse Pedigree Breeder Races Restricted Stakes Award Award Bonus Total 
Final Shot * Talent Search - Last Shot Wendy H. Mutnick © 0 0 33,584 8,396 16,960 58,940 
Mess'n Around * Messner - She Is a Lioness Donald L. Brown Jr. 2 0 0 29.396 5,964 17,040 46,860 
Е Г5 Gypsy Woman * Emperor Tiberius - Deona Richard N. Miller 2 0 0 28,/40 6,240 10,800 45,/80 
Wait for It * Uptowncharlybrown - Kimberley Diamond Fantasy Lane Stable Inc. 2 0 0 22,064 5,518 15,760 43,340 
Dreamer's Moon Alternation - Dream Realized Blackstone Farm LLC 5 0 0 20,712 0 22,560 43,272 
Peach Alley * Jump Start - How Bout Tonight Thomas G. McClay 6 0 0 21,644 5,411 15,460 42,515 
Wise Jude * Wiseman's Ferry - Sweet as You Are A & J Racing Stable LLC 3 0 0 PRAE буо 14,720 42,405 
Word On a Wing * Winchill - Merry's Pegasus Pewter Stable 2 0 0 23,856 5,964 9,840 39,660 
Promised Storm * El Padrino - Innovative Cavanaugh Breen Farm LLC 3 0 0 22 30 5,588 11,280 39,220 
Мадат Меепа Include - Good Tidings Michael В. Cox 14 0 0 19,202 0 19,560 38,762 
Its а Journey * Jump Start - Lovely Senorita Mary R. Szeyller 2 0 0 19,040 4.760 13,600 3/,400 
Graves Island * Petionville - Sherrie Belle Robert C. Roffey Jr. 5 0 0 21,290 Qos 10,036 36,599 
Admiral Abe Midshipman - Precious Penny James Walker 5 0 0 157195 0 21,196 96.95] 
Red Razzo * Toccet - High Iron Lass Roger Cettina 4 0 0 21,104 5,276 6,160 32,540 
Flashy Kyem * Medallist - Flash Riot Daniel W. McConnell Sr. 3 0 0 15,680 3,920 11.260 30,800 
Brilliant Chase Golden Lad - Fix You Matthew T. Groff 5 0 0 15,203 0 15,180 30,463 
Geebert * Albert the Great - Gee Pari Richard Molineaux 3 0 0 16,464 3.012 10.320 30,396 
Sunday Inn * El Padrino - Dynamist Patricia L. Chapman 1 0 0 15,456 3,864 11,040 30,360 
You Must Chill * Winchill - Only Me Mark Brown Grier 1 0 0 15,456 3,864 11,040 30,360 
[иску Него * Partner's Hero - Leigh's Last Power Barbara J. Geraghty 3 0 0 18,912 4,728 6,480 30,120 
Philadelphia Belle * Jump Start - Cam's Cousin Nick J. Polydoros 2 0 0 16,800 3,360 9,600 29,760 
Tara's Talent * Talent Search - Graemy Glenn E. Brok LLC 3 0 0 17,472 4,368 6,480 28,320 
Late Breaking News * Jump Start - Very Distinctive Stacy McMullin Machiz 3 0 0 14,621 3,000 8,892 27,168 
Broad Street Bully " El Padrino - Broad Gale opring Run Farm LLC 3 0 0 16,176 4,544 3,360 26,080 


*Denotes PA-sired 
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Thoroughbred Owners & Breeders Association 


OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 


Racing Across 
the Nation 


ue to the pandemic, the stakes 
|) schedule across the country 

and in Canada has been 
condensed. This has brought about 
high-quality competition in these races. 
Between July 27 and Aug. 18, five 
graduates of South Carolina training 
centers captured stakes. 


On July 27, Dr Blarney recorded 
his 14th stakes victory in the Rise 
Jim Stakes contested this year at Fort 
Erie. Dr Blarney has now won four 


consecutive runnings of the Rise 
a Jim. This year he led wire-to-wire, 


immediately opening up a clear lead 
and coasting home a 41⁄4-length winner. 
This 7-year-old gelding learned his early 
lessons at Travis Durr's Webb Carroll 
Training Center. His career earnings 


have reached $649,451. 


She's My Type (Fr), a graduate of 
Kip Elser's Kirkwood Stables program in 
Camden, proved best in the Coronation 
Cup Stakes at Saratoga July 31. Always 
within easy striking distance while 
patiently ridden, She's My Type had 
to overcome a rough trip through the 
stretch and got up in the shadow of the 
wire to win by a half length. 


Another Travis Durr graduate, Art 
Collector, winner of the Blue Grass 
Stakes-G2, came back Aug. 9 to capture 
the Ellis Park Derby, stamping himself 
as one of the leading 3-year-olds in the 
country. Art Collector showed right 
away why he warranted being the 2-5 
favorite. He quickly took the lead, 
dictated the pace throughout and crossed 
the finish line 3% lengths in front. 


The Dr's Slippers, another former 
Durr pupil, was the overwhelming 
favorite in the Massachusetts Bred 
Maiden Stakes at Fort Erie Aug. 10. 
Going off at 1-5, this 3-year-old stalked 





OCTOBER 2020 


Kirkwood Stable and 
Head family connect 


wo of Kip Elser’s Kirkwood Stable 

graduates, She's My Type (Fr) and 

Mr. Alec, were recent winners at 
Saratoga. Both are owned by Ghislaine 
Head, the wife of renowned French 
trainer Alec Head, the owner of Haras 
du Quesny near Deauville, France. 
On July 31, She's My Type won the 
Coronation Cup Stakes at Saratoga 


on Alec Head's 96th birthday. Two 


Steeplechase season in 
South Carolina cut short 


ue to the pandemic, the Aiken 
1) Fall Steeplechase, originally 
scheduled for Oct. 24, has been 
cancelled. 
The Aiken Steeplechase course is 
in the process of being relocated. The 
2021 Aiken Spring Steeplechase is going 
to be held at Bruce's Field. The Fall 
Steeplechase will be held at the new 


the leader early before taking the lead 
on the turn. He quickly opened up, 
proving much the best when winning by 


6% lengths. 


Saint Alfred was one more Durr 
graduate who was the big favorite in a 
stakes at Fort Erie. He went off as the 
1-20 favorite in the Thomas E Morgan 
Stakes Aug. 18. Saint Alfred kept the 
race interesting for the first half-mile 
then said good-bye to his competition, 
drawing off to win by 7% lengths. 


On the owner front, SCTOBA 
member Mark Buyck won a race at 
Colonial Downs with Tolaga Bay July 
29. SCTOBA member Arch Kingsley is 


the trainer. 


days later, Mr. Alec was an allowance 
winner. Naturally, both are trained by 
Frenchman Christophe Clement. 

The Heads' daughter, Criquette, 
is considered by many to be the most 
successful female trainer in the world. 
Their son, Freddy, was a leading rider in 
France for many years and is now a very 
successful trainer. 


location just a few miles away. The new 
site will be able to handle a larger crowd 
and the viewing of the races will be 
enhanced. 

The Steeplechase of Charleston is 
still scheduled to be held in Hollywood, 
S.C., Nov. 15. This meet concludes the 
2020 National Steeplechase season. 


From the Archives 
d 


AIKEN STANDARD 


Dell Hancock and Steve Penrod 
watching Claiborne Farm 


horses in Aiken in 1985. 





101 Ellenton St. SE, Aiken, SC 29803 e (803) 920-9005 e sctoba@frontier.com ® sctoba.org 
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SOUTH CAROLINA-TRAINED WINNERS 


Horse 


Irony of Reality 
Tacticle Pajamas 
Greenwood Drive 
Blizz 

SAINT ALFRED 
Fitzpatrick 
Frazzled 

River Crosroads RVF 
Top Line Growth 
Lovely Lydia 
American Talent 
Succotash 

Arty’s Secret 

Its A Gamble 
Palette 
Liveyourbeastlife 
Hannah Dances 
King of the Court 
Bojingle 

Russian Influence 
Willyoubemine 


ЕЕ: МЕРЕ > 
Miss Charisma 
ART COLLECTOR 
Amatteroftime 
Too Light 

Jesters Honor 

Dye Bye Bertie 
Stowe Angel 
Pianzi 

Tiz Ferguson 
Lucky Betty 

Dubai Was Lit 

A Broken Breeze 
Walk Away Joe 
Bustin Timberlake 
Woodbine Way 
Dubini 

Mr. Alec 

Flat Out Speed 
Armistic Day 

Red Peppers 

Call Me Lucky 
Shortlist 
Malibeauty 
Madone 

SHE'S MY TYPE (FR) 
Ultimate Badger 
One Last Trial 
Sweet Talking Girl 
Belleinthecity 
Custer's Last Stand 
Mind My Time 
Wellington Wonder 
Dublinornothin 
Dreamers Moon 
Pink Caddy 

DR BLARNEY 
Beautiful Star 

Just Like Larry 
Anyway Now 
Hotfoot 

Miss Lily B 

Break It Down 
Unbridled Class 
Honor of Life 
Bustin Timberlake 


| p63-64, SCNews1020.indd 2 


Training Center 


Custom Care - D. Freyer 
Rentz Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Aiken - Cary Frommer 

Shuler Stables 

Custom Care - D. Freyer 
Rentz Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Rentz Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
McCutchen Training Center 
Kirkwood Stable 

Rentz Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Kirkwood Stables 

Custom Care - D. Freyer 
Webb Carroll Training Center 


Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Rentz Training Center 

Elloree Training Center 
Shuler Stables 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Shuler Stables 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Elloree Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 
Aiken - Legacy Stable 
Kirkwood Stables 

Aiken - Cary Frommer 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
McCutchen Training Center 
Aiken - Cary Frommer 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 


Kirkwood Stables/Aiken - C. Frommer 


Kirkwood Stables 

Elloree Training Center 
Custom Care - D. Freyer 
Elloree Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Elloree Training Center 
Elloree Training Center 
Elloree Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Rentz Training Center 

Rentz Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Aiken - Cary Frommer 

Aiken - Mike Keogh 

Shuler Stables 

Aiken - Legacy Stable 
Custom Care - D. Freyer 
Mason Springs 

Elloree Training Center 

Webb Carroll Training Center 
Webb Carroll Training Center 


Date 


8/19/20 
8/19/20 
8/19/20 
8/19/20 
8/18/20 
8/18/20 
8/16/20 
8/15/20 
8/14/20 
8/14/20 
8/14/20 
8/13/20 
8/13/20 
8/13/20 
8/13/20 
8/12/20 
8/12/20 
8/12/20 
8/11/20 
8/11/20 
8/11/20 
8/10/20 
8/10/20 
8/9/20 
8/9/20 
8/9/20 
8/8/20 
8/8/20 
8/8/20 
8/8/20 
8/8/20 
8/8/20 
8/7/20 
8/7/20 
8/6/20 
8/4/20 
8/4/20 
8/3/20 
8/2/20 
8/2/20 
8/2/20 
8/2/20 
8/1/20 
8/1/20 
8/1/20 
7/31/20 
7/31/20 
7/31/20 
7/30/20 
7/30/20 
7/30/20 
7/30/20 
7/29/20 
7/29/20 
7/29/20 
7/28/20 
7/28/20 
7/27/20 
7/26/20 
7/26/20 
7/25/20 
7/23/20 
7/22/20 
7/22/20 
7/22/20 
7/21/20 
7/20/20 


Track 


Presque Isle 
Presque Isle 
Finger Lakes 
Finger Lakes 
Fort Erie 
Canterbury Park 
Del Mar 
Charles Town 
Laurel Park 
Penn National 
Penn National 
Belterra Park 
Charles Town 
Saratoga 

Prairie Meadows 
Saratoga 

Finger Lakes 
Canterbury Park 
Parx Racing 
Indiana Grand 


Belterra Park 


Fort Erie 

Finger Lakes 
Ellis Park 
Monmouth Park 
Woodbine 
Monmouth Park 
Laurel Park 
Charles Town 
Monmouth Park 
Laurel Park 

Ellis Park 
Charles Town 
Woodbine 
Laurel Park 
Finger Lakes 
Presque Isle 
Parx Racing 
Saratoga 

Prairie Meadows 
Woodbine 
Colonial Downs 
Laurel Park 

Del Mar 
Monmouth Park 
Del Mar 
Saratoga 

Ellis Park 

Laurel Park 
Laurel Park 
Belterra Park 
Indiana Grand 
Belterra Park 
Indiana Grand 
Finger Lakes 
Parx Racing 
Parx Racing 
Fort Erie 

Ellis Park 
Woodbine 
Charles Town 
Canterbury Park 
Finger Lakes 
Canterbury Park 
Indiana Grand 


Mountaineer Park 


Finger Lakes 





Type of Race 


Allowance 

Maiden special weight 
Maiden special weight 
Maiden special weight 
Thomas E Morgan S 
Maiden special weight 
Maidenspecial weight 
Maiden special weight 
Optional Claiming 
Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Maiden special weight 
Maiden special weight 
Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Starter Allowance 
Allowance 

Maiden special weight 
Maiden special weight 


Mass Bred Maiden S 
Maiden special weight 
Ellis Park Derby 
Allowance 

Maiden 

Maiden special weight 
Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Maiden special weight $ 
Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Maiden special weight 
Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Maiden special weight 
Waiver Maiden Claiming 
Allowance 

Allowance 

Maiden special weight 
Coronation Cup S 
Maiden special weight 
Allowance 

Waiver Maiden Claiming 
Maiden special weight 
Maiden special weight 
Allowance 

Maiden special weight 
Allowance 

Allowance 

Allowance 

Rise Jim S 

Maiden special weight 
Maiden special weight 
Maiden special weight 
Allowance 

Optional Claiming 
Waiver Claiming 
Allowance 

Allowance 

Maiden special weight 
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Colonial Downs Season Ends Early 
Due To Covid Pandemic 


The summer racing season at Colonial Downs came to an earlier than 
expected conclusion after several jockeys and related personnel tested 
positive for Covid-19 in early August. ‘The New Kent track, which had 
been scheduled to run until September 2, officially cancelled the meet 
August 14 though the last card was held on August 10. 


The meet was affected by a combination of extreme heat, a storm- 
related power outage and Covid-related issues. Six full programs were 
contested, and a seventh was cancelled midway through. ‘The Virginia 
Derby card and a closing day slate that included five Virginia-Bred/Sired 
stakes had been scheduled for the final week. Those closing day stakes 
could be rescheduled at Laurel this fall. 


‘Trevor McCarthy ended up as leading jockey with 14 wins while 
Forest Boyce was second with 11. Michael Stidham was top trainer with 
six wins while four others tied for second with three wins apiece --- Ferris 


Allen, ‘Todd Pletcher, Thomas Vance and Jonathan Sheppard. David 


Ross was leading owner with four wins. 


Colonial Downs issued the following statement upon closing: “The 
Colonial Downs Group places the health and safety of our team, partners 
and visitors as our top priority. We established thorough protocols prior 
to the 2020 racing season to address any issues that may arise from the 
coronavirus pandemic. As a result of recent test results at the track in 
New Kent County, and in an abundance of caution, Colonial Downs 
is cancelling the remainder of its 2020 meet. In making our decision, 
we collaborated with the Virginia Department of Health, Virginia 
Horsemen’s Benevolent Protection Association (VHBPA) and Virginia 
Racing Commission.” 
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Virginia-Bred & Virginia-Certified Horses Compete in 
the Kentucky Derhy 


For the first time since Bodemeister finished second in the 2012 
Kentucky Derby, a Virginia-bred horse appeared in the “Run for the 
Roses". Attachment Rate, bred by Mr. & Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin Ш, came 
to Churchill fresh off a runner-up finish in the Ellis Park Derby. In his 
is three prior starts, the Hard Spun colt finished third, fourth and fifth 
respecüvely in the Gotham, Matt Winn and Toyota Blue Grass Stakes. 


Virginia-Certified Ny Traffic also appeared in the Derby field. The 
three-year-old son of Cross lraffic spent a six-month residency as a 
yearling at Spencer Young's Sunny Dell Farm in Barboursville. The New 


York-bred had consecutive runner-up finishes in the Louisiana Derby, 


Matt Winn and Haskell Stakes leading up to the Derby. 


Certified Entries and Results 


The Virginia ‘Thoroughbred Association's website at www.vabred.org 
has always featured easy access to view entries and results for Virginia- 
Bred horses. Now, that same easy access 1s available to see entries and 
results for Virginia-Certified horses. The information is updated each 
morning and stays up for one week. 


Point-to-Points Return To Virginia's Late Summer 
Calendar 
The Virginia Point-to-Point racing season, which was derailed by the 
Covid pandemic earlier in spring, returned to action in early September 


The Old Dominion Hounds Point-to-Point, held 


September 12 at the Ben Venue Farm --- about 20 minutes north of 


with two events. 


Warrenton --- featured ten races and had many full fields. Six Боге 
events and four flat races were contested including a $2,000 finale for 
Virginia-bred/sired horses at 1 1/4 miles. The Blue Ridge Hunt Point- 
to-Point followed a week later at the Woodley Farm in ВеггууШе. 


PHOTO CAPTIONS: 
Caption 1 - Attachment Rate is shown galloping at Churchill Downs August 27. Photo courtesy of Coady Photography. 
Caption 2 - Ny Traffic tests out the Churchill Downs track on Derby week. Photo by Coady Photography. 





2019 Causin Commotion Colt Takes Grand Champion 
Honors at Virginia Yearling Futurity 


Knockgriffin Farm's Virginia-Certified 2019 Causin Commotion colt 
took Grand Champion honors in the annual Virginia Breeders Fund 
2020 Yearling Futurity, which was held September 9 at the Warrenton 
Horse Show Grounds. 


The champion is owned by Jim & Katie Fitzgerald at their Marshall, 
Virginia farm. Their dark bay/brown colt is by Unified (Mineshaft). 


Morgan’s Ford Farms 2019 Smart Believer bay, who took top honors 
in the Virginia-Bred/Sired Fillies division, was named 2020 Reserve 
Champion. She is a daughter of Animal Kingdom (Smart Strike). 


A total of $22,500 in prize money was distributed between the three 
divisions. The top two winners from each advanced to the Grand 


Championship final round. 


In the Virginia-Bred/Sired Colt & Gelding class, Althea Richards’ 
2019 Darting colt won top honors. Also named “Best Turned Out", 
the dark bay is by Divining Rod (During). Susan Cooney's Celtic Sea, 
a chestnut colt by English Channel out of Embarr by Royal Academy, 
took second. Rounding out the class in order was Knockeriffin Farms’ 
2019 Trishas Even colt by Street Sense (Even the Score), Becky & Andy 
Lavin's 2019 Falsehood chestnut colt by Madefromlucky (Awesome 
Again), Knockeriffin’s 2019 Looking Great colt by American Freedom 
(Include), Daniel Wukich & Ouest Realty's E.P Milton by Jack Milton 
(Stephen Got Even), Darlene Bowlin’s 2019 Cape Cod Bay gelding 
by Great Notion (Cape Town) and Frazer Hendrick's colt, Maximum 
Momentum by Koda Chrome (Frost Giant). 


In the Virginia-Bred/Sired Filhes category, Daybreak Stables’ 2019 
Callipepla bay was runner-up behind the Smart Believer filly. ‘The 
daughter of Cupid (Yes It’s True) was also named “Best ‘Turned Out” 
in her class. The rest of the field in order was Corner Farm & John 
Behrendt’s 2019 Senate Caucus bay by MacLean’s Music (Siphon), 
Morgan’s Ford Farms’ 2019 Pearls by Super Saver (Black Tie Affair), 
Doug Daniels’ Dulini by Madefromlucky (Light the Fuse), Daniel Wukich 
& Quest Realty’s Music Queen by Maclean’s Music (Royal Academy), 
Eagle Point Farms’ Chickahominy by Great Notion (Purple Comet) and 
Susan Cooney’s Speak Your Mind by Mr. Speaker (Emancipator). 


In a large Certified class that saw colts and filles combined, Lorraine «с 
Dennis Johnson’s colt, Bigshot On Nothing by Mineshaft (Snow Ridge) 
finished second and was named “Best ‘Turned Out” horse. Joanne 
Krishack’s filly New Age Bad Girl (by Fiber Sonde) was next followed 
by Ron Sapp’s colt Rebel Empire (by Sky Kingdom), Kathleen Hamlin’s 
gelding Man of the Cloth (by Fiber Sonde), DMG Racing Stables’ 
gelding Freegftwthpurchase (by Freedom Child), Daniel Wukich & Quest 
Realty’s filly Lunar Motion (by Great Notion) and Michael Dalton’s colt 
Quincannon (by Buffum). 


The УТА wishes to thank this years futurity judge Rick Abbott for a 


job well done. 


PHOTO CAPTIONS: 
Caption 3 - Knockgriffin Farms’ 2019 Causin Commotion colt was named Virginia Yearling Futurity Grand Champion. Photo by Anna Purdy. 
Caption 4 - Morgan Ford Farms’ 2019 Smart Believer filly was named Reserve Champion in the Yearling Futurity. Photo by Anna Purdy. 


Virginia Thoroughbred Association 


President: Gillian Gordon-Moore Vice President: Susan Cooney Treasurer: Amy Moore Past President: Brooke Royster 


Directors: A. Ferris Allen, III, James Arrison, Wayne Chatfield- Taylor, Donna Dennehy, Jim Fitzgerald, Dr. Alfred C. Griffin, Jr., Ellen Kill 
Kelly, Turner Kobayashi, Chris Kuhn, Robin Mellen, Cynthia Curtis, Wayne VanSant 


Visit www.vabred.org—the best source for Virginia breeding and racing news 


For more information on the Virginia Breeders Fund or Virginia Stakes Program, please contact the VTA. 


250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville, VA 22902 | (434) 977-3716 





The Warrenton Horse Show Grounds provide a nice setting for the Breeders Futurity. Photo provided by VEA. 
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sharing Classic Memories 


By Jeff Gilleas 


perceived as the dinosaur, in 

the room of innovative sporting 
events. Conventional wisdom states 
it is a classical and time-honored 
tradition, while a younger audience 
frequently thinks it is much ado 
about nothing. 


On Friday, Aug. 28, the Hollywood 
Casino at Charles Town Races 
attempted to merge those contrary 
opinions, by assembling a stellar 
card of West Virginia-bred horses 
and Charles Town Classic-G2 
runners for their properties featured 
observance of the year. Coronovirus 
restraints forced management to 
alter their successful formula for the 
Classic and Charles Town Oaks-G3, 


Е racing is often 


originally carded in separate months. 


Another peculiarity due to Covid- 
19 regulations was The absence сї 
nationally recognized jockeys. 

However, one man's loss is 
another man's gain, as the local 
jockey colony reaped the financial 
benefits, while their respective 
agents braced for a contentious 
week of phone calls and text 
messages, originating from unfamiliar 
area codes. The opening race on 
the program assembled a small, but 
highly gifted field of West Virginia 
accredited allowance fillies and 
mares. 

Form junkies handicapped the 
race down to a near draw between 
Lady Storm (trainer John Carlisle), 
Amelia Bedelia (Jeff Runco) and 
Bridging the Gap (John Mckee). 
The trio of 4-year-old fillies were 
well acquainted with each other's 
abilities, with speed being their 
essential endowment. 
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Jeff Runco-trained Stowe Angel won the Robert Leavitt Memorial against the boys. 


At the start, eventual winner 
Bridging the Gap broke a tad 
awkwardly but immediately 
arrogated an ambush posture. The 
daughter of Fiber Sonde out of 
seetsang has benefited from a 
stretch-out in distances and the 
addition of hard-riding jockey 
Reshawn Latchman. Bred by Don 
Cain, owned and trained by John 
Mckee, the good looking gray is in 
optimum condition. 

If one was asked to describe 
trainer Tim Grams, my choice of 
words would be: cowboy hat, 
callouses and conscientious. The 
tireless horseman and his wife Judy 


leave no stone unturned in the care 
and maintenance of their horses, 
which easily justifies their impressive 
win percentage. 

The fourth race was typical 
of the barn's productive pattern. 
A well-bred youngster debuts 
following a series of sharp morning 
trials, toteboard odds reflect those 
workouts and their first-string stable 
rider is in the tack. 

such was the example of Miss 
Grandstander and her convincing 
3-length score. Owned by Fraco | 
LLC and bred by Dr. and Mrs E.C. 
Lowry, the dark bay daughter of 
Fiber Sonde and Athena Grand has 
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the countenance of a runner who 
may savor a two-turn distance of 
ground. 

The Robert Leavitt Memorial 
Stakes didn't draw a full field, but 
the appearance of an improving 
girl in the entries versus her male 
counterparts stimulated a copious 
amount of interest. Leading 
conditioner Jeff Runco was sitting 
on multiple gifted fillies and instead 
of forcing them to compete against 
one other, opted to test The boys 
with owner David Raim's Stowe 
Angel. 

Getting an angelic trip from her 
rail post position, the picturesque 
daughter of hot sire Warrior's 
Reward bounded to the early lead 


and made every pole a winning one. 


The key to victory appeared to be 
her opening pedestrian quarter of 
a mile in 24.34 seconds. Hypothesis, 
Bright Dawn and Chief Randel were 
content to let Stowe Angel and 
rider Arnaldo Bocachica dictate the 
tempo. 

When the compact group 
reached the far turn and asked to 
accelerate to maximum velocity, it 
was too late. The Newborne Farm 
progeny was willingly up to the task, 





Star of the Night, bred by Heinz Steinmann, won the Sylvia Bishop by 5'4 lengths under wraps. 


drawing away with relative ease to 
a final clocking of 1:25.87 for the 
/-furlong distance. 

The final race on the 
supercharged 12-race program was 
named for one of the immortals in 
West Virginia Thoroughbred racing, 
Sylvia Bishop. 

The public's judgment was united 
on Huntertown Farm 5 Star of Night. 
The gray/roan Creative Cause 
filly out of Splendiferous Moon (by 
Malibu Moon) is exceedingly well- 
balanced and athletic. She has 
compiled an enviable record in just 
six lifetime starts, with four wins and 
two seconds. 

Bred by Heinz Steinmann, the Jeff 
Runco trainee easily dispatched 
her rivals with just a mere flick of the 
reins by victorious jockey Arnaldo 
Bocachica. The winning margin was 


51⁄4 lengths, with plenty left in reserve. 


Creative Cause, a son of 
Giant's Causeway, won the Norfolk 
Stakes-G 1, San Felipe Stakes-G2 
and Best Pal Stakes-G2, and 
was runnerup in the Santa Anita 
Derby-G1 and Del Mar Futurity-G1. 
Creative Cause raced in the colors 
of Heinz Steinmann and was trained 
by Mike Harrington. 


The $600,000-guaranteed Charles 
Town Classic marked an eye- 
catching performance by the winner, 
sleepy Eyes Todd, but millionaire 
Runnin ‘toluvya’s sweeping move 
on the far turn had the local 
assemblage of fans on their feet 
calling for a 2019 repeat effort. Tim 
and Judy Grams ‘Gray Rocket’, a 
son of Fiber Sonde, hadn't started 
since May, but did the Mountain 
State proper finishing a heroic third. 
This banner achievement should 
have the Leslie Cromer-bred gelding 
sitting on ready and rockin" on tilt for 
the West Virginia Breeders Classic. 


IN MEMORIAM: 


Leslie Condon passed away 
unexpectedly on Thursday evening, 
Aug. 20. The Thoroughbred owner, 
trainer, breeder, member of the 
CTHBPA Board of Directors and 
advocate for all animals was killed in 
a motorcycle accident on Flowing 
oprings Road. 

Leslie was only 49 years young 
and will be missed by all that 
came in contact with her. Her most 
memorable year in racing may 
have been 2018, as she gathered 
alongside longtime friend and 
exercise rider Sherry Jackson in 
the winner's circle ceremonies ТО 
celebrate Scythe's victory in the 
$75,000 West Virginia Dash for Cash 
Breeders Classic Stakes. 


One of Leslie's closest friends, 
veterinarian Gwen Ingersoll, held an 
emotional remembrance service 
at her farm for the hard-working, 
energetic, Christian horsewoman. 
Friend and fellow equine enthusiast, 
Diana McClure, has established 
а GoFundMe page for the many 
horses left behind unaccompanied 
by Leslie's motherly attention. 

There is a permanent void left in 
the hearts of every member of the 
Charles Town racing community, 
Leslie's family and friends, and 
especially her beloved horses. 


West Virginia Thoroughbred Breeders Association 
Mailing address: PO. Box 626, Charles Town, WV 25414 
Phone: (304) 728-6868 e Fax: (304) 724-7870 * Web site: www.wvtba.net 
Office location: 110 South George St., Ste. 4, Charles Town, WV 25414. Hours: 10-2 pm, Tuesday through Saturday 


John Funkhouser, President 


Diana McClure, Secretary 


Directors: Dennis Bybee, Nancy Camp, James W. Casey, 
Javier Contreras, Dennis Finger, Karen Freer, Sandra Witherow 
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Clissy Funkhouser, Treasurer 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE 


QUALITY HAY AND STRAW: C. MARK SCHNELLE. 
Tri-State area deliveries. (302) 690-1470 or e-mail 
cmschnelle54@gmail.com 


BOARDING/FOALING/ 
BREAKING/LAYUPS 


DAYDREAM FARM: Hamburg, PA. Rehabs, layups and 
sales prep. Personalized care. Odyssey Proformance. 
Trainer on farm. Broodmares and foaling. Reasonable 
rates, references available. www.daydreamfarmpa. 
com. Call (610) 780-0972. 





MISCELLANEOUS 





HAVE A BARN? GOT MICE? Contact BARCS Barn Cat 
Program. BARCS is the largest animal shelter in MD, 
taking in 12,000 animals annually and we periodically 
receive cats that are not well-socialized or have other 
issues that make them poor candidates as indoor pets. 
We want them to live full lives. YOU: must complete 
an adoption application; supply the barn and agree to 
provide food, water, basic vet care. For 2 weeks cats 
must be confined in crates (from BARCS if needed) so 
they can learn you are their food source and adjust to 
the sights/sounds/smells of their new home. WE: supply 
fixed and vaccinated cats and guidance. No adoption 
fee for barn cats! Save a life — e-mail foster@baltimore 
animalshelter.org, catfoster4barcs@outlook.com or call 
(410) 396-4695. 
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STITCHES 
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e Jockey Colors e Saddle Cloths 
e Embroidery 


e Blinkers 


Cathy Morse (410) 562-5066 
sttchsbychloe@hotmail.com 


www.stitchesbychloe.net 
Check us out on FaceBook 
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Race-Ready Horses for Sale 


Office 803.245.6189 
Cell 803.664.4101 


WHAT CAREER 
TRACK ARE 
YOU ОМ? 


Through racing-specific courses, internships 
and industry-based guest professors, we 
provide the education and connections you 
need for a successful career In racing! 


JN RACE TRACK 
INDUSTRY 
Arizona | PROGRAM 


BACHELOR'S AND MASTER'S DEGREE 
U A-RTIP.ORG 
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Bamberg, SC 


Better Business Bureau accredited 





-Frank А. Bonsal 
Sagamore Farm's New Manager 





20 years ago 


Ш Renowned horseman Frank A. 
“Downey” Bonsal, former trainer of 
powerhouse stables Calumet Farm, Cain 
Hoy Stable and Marion duPont Scott, was 
hired as general manager of Sagamore 
Farm. 

Although Bonsal would be in charge 
of the entire Sagamore operation, it was 
noted that his keenest interest would most 


likely be breaking, schooling and training 
the young horses. The farm’s facilities 
included an enclosed quarter-mile training 
track and a 6-furlong training track as well 
as stalls for 90 horses in training, Alfred 
Vanderbilt’s racing stable would remain in 
the hands of W.C. “Mike” Freeman. 

Bonsal’s resume was second to none. 
Born and raised in Maryland, he was one 
of the world’s top steeplechase riders in 
his youth, twice riding to victory in the 
Maryland Hunt Cup. He also competed in 
the English Grand National. 

He was 19 when he took out his train- 
er's license—among those he trained was 
champion turf horse Mongo. 

A two-term president of the Maryland 
Horse Breeders Association, Bonsal 
led the organization in 1962 when the 
Maryland Fund Program was created. He 
also at one time served as Master of the 
Green Spring Hounds. 

Bonsal had retired as a trainer just few 
months earlier, giving up the Calumet 
post. The 64-year-old returned to his 
Glyndon, Md., home, about a mile from 
Sagamote. 

Howard H. Ferguson, Sagamore’s man- 
ager for the previous 10 years, noted he 
had yet to decide on his plans. 


H The 9-year-old Delaware-bred wonder 
Baitman captured Belmont Park’s 
Brighton Beach Handicap to become 

the oldest horse to win a stakes on the 


flat in New York. It was his third career 
stakes win and first in five years. The 
gray was the latest successful claim by 
young New York trainer Bobby Frankel, 
who at 29 had gained the reputation as 
a “specialist in moving horses up the 
equine ladder" Һе haltered Baitman in 
November 1968 for $15,000. 

“The old boy had always been a speed 
horse,” noted Frankel. “That was why I 
claimed him, that and the fact he could 
run on the grass.” 

Baitman was bred by Mrs. George T. 
Weymouth “10 feet over the Maryland 
line in Delaware” at Gene Weymouth’s 
farm. Anderson Fowler had sold 
Baitman’s dam to Mrs. Weymouth with 
Baitman in utero, and owned the sire 
Assemblyman, who stood at Buckingham 
Farm in Chestertown, Md., owned by his 
daughter and son-in-law, Binnie and Eddie 
Houghton. Fowler then bought the wean- 
ling from Mrs. Weymouth for $6,000 and 
raced him until Frankel made the claim. 


Baitman earned more than $150,000 during 
his 8 and 9-year-old seasons. He raced through 
age 10, and finished with 27 wins from 113 
starts, for total earnings of $298,198. Frankel 
retired the gelding and gave him to Eddie and 
Binnie Houghton. 


Ш Derry Meeting Farm’s 3-year-old 
Inkslinger, a $5,500 Eastern Fall Sales 
purchase, set a course record in Belmont 
Park’s Elkridge Hurdle Handicap to 
become the first stakes winner for 
Virginia stallion Bronze Babu. Inkslinger 
was bred by Glade Valley Farm, where 
Bronze Babu initially stood at stud. 





м 


25 years ago 


Bl Maryland-bred Awad added to his 
laurels by winning the Arlington Million 
Stakes-G1 in a course record 1:58.69 
for the 174 miles. One of the leading 
turf runners in the nation, Awad had 
already made 12 starts in 1995, won the 
Manhattan Stakes-G1 two months earlier, 
and had seasonal earnings of $1,040,810 
for breeder/owner Jim Ryan. Thanks in 
large part to Awad's achievements, the late 
Maryland stallion Caveat ranked as the 
leading turf sire in the nation. 

„Атай Arlington Park course record still 
stands. 


Ш Private Terms, one of the region's top 
sires, was moved to Claiborne Farm in 
Kentucky. The move came after he sired 
Grade 1 winners Soul of the Matter and 
Afternoon Deelites in his first two crops. 
Private Terms launched his stud career at 
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Northview Stallion Station in Chesapeake 
City, Md. A Northview syndicate would 
continue ownership. 

Lhe unbeaten favorite for the 1988 Kentucky 
Derby-G1 bred and raced by Mr. and Mrs. 
Stuart Janney Jr's Locust Hill Farm, Private 


Terms sired 17 crops and the earners of more 


t a course record in the Arlington Million-G1, which still stands. 


than $28 million, 
although notbing close to 
his two Grade 1 winners 
bred aud raced by Burt 
Bacharach. Pensioned 
from stud duty in 2006, 
Private Terms was 
euthanized in 2010 at 
age 25 due to infirmities 
of old age. 


Ш No: For Love, 

a full-brother to 
champion 2-year-old 
and Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile-G1 winner 
Rhythm, was to enter stud in 1996 at 
Northview Stallion Station. Expected to 
race through November, the 5-year-old 
son of Mr. Prospector out of Dance 
Number (by Northern Dancer) was 

a stakes-placed allowance winner of 


$178,870. 
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10 years ago 


Ш Bert and Diana Firestone, who owned 
and/or bred more than 175 major stakes 
winners in the U.S., Ireland, England, 
France and Japan over the decades, 

were back in the spotlight as homebred 
Winchester, a son of homebred turf 
champion Theatrical (Ire), carried their 
colors to victory in the Manhattan 
Handicap-G1. Residing on Newstead 
Farm in Upperville, Va., the Firestones 
had campaigned seven Eclipse Award 
champions, headlined by the iconic filly 
Genuine Risk. Other champions included 
Honest Pleasure, What a Summer and 
homebreds General Assembly, Paradise 


Creek, Theatrical (Ire) and April Run (Ire). 


D Philadelphia Park closed for live racing 
and training in August to allow for a four- 
week maintenance break, and reopened 
with a name change — becoming Parx 
Racing. Both the race track and casino 
now had the same name. The Parx name 


was adopted for the casino in the summer 
of 2009. 


Ш Maryland-bred Richard’s Kid vaulted 
to millionaire status with his second 
consecutive victory in the Grade 1 Pacific 
Classic at Del Mar, the only $1 million 


/5 years ago 


Ш New Moon, а son of Sagamore Farm's 
legendary stallion Discovery, appeared on 
the cover. Bred and owned by Henry L. 
Straus and trained by Frank A. Bonsal Jr., 
New Moon was the recent winner of the 
Aqueduct and Capital Handicaps. 

It was noted that Bonsal “put on a 
one-man show” as the Maryland fall rac- 
ing season got underway. “Bonsal, who 
has been around horses since he was able 
to walk. . . enjoyed the unusual experience 
of sending out four horses on the first 
program at Laurel and having three win 
with the other finishing second to one of 
those victors.” 

Two of the wins came in divisions of 
the Capital Handicap. After taking the 
first division with New Moon, Bonsal 
trainees The Doge and Quarter Moon 
(the latter a half-brother to New Moon 
also owned by Straus) took the top two 
spots in the other. 


Ш Delaware Park’s board of directors 
authorized the executive committee to 
proceed with a general survey and the 


| p70-71, LookingBack1020.indd 2 





Bert and Diana Firestone maintained a world-class 
operation at their Newstead Farm in Virginia. 


race in California. The $600,000 winner’s 
share of the purse boosted the 5-уеаг- 
old's lifetime earnings to $1,566,370, 
making him the 20th Maryland-bred 
millionaire and ninth-richest Maryland- 
bred runner of all time. The Bob Baffert- 
trained son of Lemon Drop Kid became 
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NEW MOON, son of Discovery and Ladyinthemoon, bred апа o 
trail A. Bons t 


ned by Frank al, Jr., to win the Aqueduct and Са 





drawing of plans for expansion. The most 
important change being contemplated was 
“sufficient alteration in the grandstand 
and clubhouse structure so that the 
seating capacity will be considerably 
increased.” Among other projected 
improvements was “an expansion of 
parking facilities so that motor traffic can 
be more fully accommodated.” 


the third horse to win back-to-back 
runnings of the Pacific Classic in 20 
renewals, joining Bobby Frankel-trained 
Tinners Way (1994-95) and Skimming 
(2000-01). 

Ш Kaleem Shah Tapit colt Concord 
Point shipped from trainer Bob Baffert's 
California base to win the $750,000 
West Virginia Derby-G2 at Mountaineet. 
Concord Points victory was Baffert's 
third major East Coast stakes win of 
2010, following Lookin At Lucky's 
Preakness-G1 and Haskell-G1. 


Ш The Jim Stables Bens Cat remained 
undefeated in five starts and got his first 
stakes win in the Mister Diz at Laurel 
Park. Bred, owned and trained by King 
T. Leatherbury, the 4-year-old son of 
Parker’s Storm Cat ridden by Rosemary 
Homeister Jr. covered 6 furlongs in 
1:09.08 in his first start on the turf. 











Ш Pensioned Maryland sire Citidancer 
was euthanized due to complications of 
laminitis at the age of 23. The son of 
Dixieland Band, sire of Grade 1 winners 
Urbane and Hookedonthefeelin, had 
launched his stud career at the Pons 
family’s Country Life Farm in 1991 and 
had been retired from active stud duty 
since 2005. He was buried at the farm. 





Ш Famed scribe “Salvator” took a look 
at the pedigree of English Derby winner 
Dante and expounded on the colt's 
American heritage through his celebrated 
sire Nearco. 

The Italian-bred, English-based stal- 
lion’s great-granddam, Sibola, was bred by 
Pierre Lorillard and foaled in 1896 at his 
Rancocas Farm in Jobstown, N.J. She was 
taken to England as a yearling, won the 
One Thousand Guineas and entered the 
breeding program where she produced 
the filly Catnip (Nearco’s second dam). 

Nearco traced back to the Cub Mare, 
imported to the colonies in 1765 by James 
De Lancey of New York. The remarkable 
female line wound through New Jersey 
with Daniel Hunt in the late 1700s, to 
Pennsylvania with Aristides Welch in the 
mid-1800s, to Lorillard. 

Noted Salvator: “The chain of 
Neatco's maternal ancestors bred in 
U.S.A. began as far back as 1769 [the 
year of birth of the Cub Mare’s daughter 
Slamerkin] and extended to 1896, or over 
a period of 127 years. . . This is a longer 
period than this family had existed in 
England and Italy [1910 to 1935]." 
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The Gray Ghost. Native Dancer—a star on the racetrack 
and at stud—jogs in his field at Sagamore Farm in 1960. 


Photojournalist A. Aubrey Bodine, who worked at the Baltimore Sun for 50 years—from 1920 until his death 
in 1970—captured many scenes of Maryland horses, farms and racing, He was regarded worldwide as one of 
the finest pictorialists of the 20th century. Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred features his work in Past Time. 


Image #09-031 www.aaubreybodine.com 


Por the entire collection of equine-related photos, visit www.aaubreybodine.com/page/default.asp?tag- Horses 
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Vetober 24, 2020 т laurel Park 


Horses by these stallions, who were 
conceived in Maryland and fully 
nominated/certified to the Maryland 
Million program, are eligible to run in 
Maryland Million races. 


For more information contact Racing Office 800.638.1859 
or Maryland Million Ltd. 410.252.2100 


Jillian Tullock, Racing Secretary / Coleman E. Blind, Stakes Coordinator 
Laurel Park 800.638.1859 or fax 301.725.4561 e www.laurelpark.com 


PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE: 





Sos ыны Go, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2020 
Afleet Prince Great Notion Pass You Bye Bye y y 
Ameri Valay Greek Sun Perfecting 
Amerrico's Bullet Gyrfalcon (GB) Petionville a 
Baltimore Bob Hangover Kid Plan $1 50K Maryland Million Classic* Three-year-olds & up, 1% mi. Ð 
Bandbox Heaven's Glory (JPN) Polish Miner "n 
іе Hunters Bay Polish Payola $100K Maryland Million Тиг“ three-year-olds & up, 11⁄4 mi., turf 3 NEW DISTANCE FOR 2020Ж 
EES Imagining E un $1 00K Maryland Million Ladies* Filies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 176 mi., turf 
Buffum Java Royal Private Scandal 
Be Jazz Club WR $100K Maryland Million Distaff* A handicap for filies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 7 fur. 
age Fighter Kendalls Bear urple Passion 
Cal Nation Ken Doll Que Man $100K Maryland Million Sprint* A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 6 fur. 
Cat Country Ladinos Bambino Redeemed T x 
Cherokee's Boy La Reine's Terms Regal American $1 00K Maryland Million Lassie* Fillies, 2-year-olds, 6 fur. 
Cruisin' Dixie Lion Hearted Rock Slide E 
Crypto Star КО gue Bay $100K Maryland Million Nursery* Two-year-olds, 6 fur. 
Ж те Day Delivery $75K Maryland Million Turf Sprint* 3-year-olds & up, 51⁄2 fur. % RETURNING FOR 2020Ж 
Dance With Ravens Makin Money Scipion 
Е McKendree уш $50К Maryland Million and/or Registered Maryland-Bred Turf Starter 
Despite the Odds Medallist Seville (GER) Handicap 3-year-olds & up, who have started for a claiming price of $12,500 or less since October 20, 
Disco Rico M Eighty Showing Up 2019, 11⁄4 mi., turf. First preference to Maryland Million-certified horses. This is a starter/stakes. 
Domestic Dispute ` Modern Cowboy Standing Room Only PR В - 
E Dubai Mojave Moon St Averi $50K Maryland Million and/or Registered Maryland-Bred Turf Distaff Starter 
Elusive Charlie Money's Star Sticks and Bricks Handicap Fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, who have started for a claiming price of $12,500 or less since 
Etched Mosler Street Magician October 20, 2019, 1% mi., turf. First preference to Maryland Million-certified horses. This is a starter/stakes. 
Eternal Star Mr. Shoplifter Super Ninety Ni TT - 
BE MM и $40K Maryland Million and/or Registered Maryland-Bred 
Fleet Foot No Armist Trial P Starter Handicap 3-year-olds & up, who have started for a claiming price of $8,000 or less since 
E | B Па ЕР October 20, 2019, 71. First preference to Maryland Million-certified horses. This is а starter/stakes. 
Freedom Child Norumbega Tritap 
Friesan Fire Not Abroad Two Punch $40K Maryland Million and/or Registered Maryland-Bred Distaff Starter 
Gandhi Not For Love Unbridled Mate Handicap Fillies and mares, 3-year-olds & up, who have started for a claiming price of $8,000 or less 
Gators N Bears Oratory Unfettered since October 20, 2019, 7f. First preference to Maryland Million-certified horses. This is a starter/stakes. 
Giacomo Orientate Waquoit ОИ NUR = == 
Go for Gi Outflank W County (ВЕ *For horses certified to Maryland Million Ltd. Registered Maryland-breds that are not Maryland 
2 шак аупе County (IRE) Million-sired will be able to pre-enter and race ONLY if the race has less than eight 
Golden Lad Parker's Storm Cat Yarrow Brae (8) Maryland Million-sired entries. See Pre-Entry book for additional details. 


The above list shows nominated stallions with horses of 
racing age. Stallion must have been nominated for the 
specific year the horse was conceived. Some stallions listed 
here may not be eligible for every year. 


CALL THE MARYLAND MILLION OFFICE TO CONFIRM YOUR HORSE'S ELIGIBILITY 
PRIOR TO ENTERING—410.252.2100 e www.marylandmillion.com 
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OUR TWO-YEAR-OLD GRADS 


— IN 2020 — 


DEPOSITORY PARTY AT PAGE'S 


MSW winner at Laurel MSW winner at Saratoga 
0.28.20 






IT'S A GAMBLE | TOO LEGI 
MSW winner at Saratoga 8.13.20 Winner at Woodbine 8.9.20 





A WEBB CARROLL TRAINING CENTER 


оТ. MATTHEWS, SC >> OFFICE: 803.655.5738 >> EMAIL: OFFICE@WEBBCARROLL.COM 
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Want the hard copy? 


Enjoying the digital edition, but would love the feel of the actual 





magazine in your hands and on your coffee table? 
Subscribe today. 

Each month Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred delivers 
information, entertainment and superb photography 


right to your doorstop. Find out why we are the most 






widely read Thoroughbred publication in the region. 


Mid-Atlantic 
Thoroughbred 


SUBSCRIBE! Keep abreast of what’s going on in the 
Mid-Atlantic’s thriving Thoroughbred industry with the best 
coverage of racing and breeding in the region available. 


E 1 year, 12 issues for $36* 1 3 years, 36 issues for 586% “1 2 years, 24 issues for $65* 
*Additional postage for foreign subscriptions. 

Digital edition available as a member benefit to Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred Club. Join online at MidAtlanticTB.com 
Name 

Address 

E-mail 


1 Payment enclosed (check or money order) or charge: E Visa 1 MasterCard 1 Discover 


e Account No. eee o gg Expire date __ 7 Sec, code, . n 
. Signature 
MHBA Publications, P.O. Box 427, Timonium, MD 21094 (410) 252-2100 or fax 560-0503 


ot subsctibe online at MidAtlanticTB.com 


